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When to harvest your doe

Experts say early
season is better

By BiL MILLER

A hunter in DeWitt County
downed a female whitetail a couple
seasons back, happy to have filled a
special doe tag assigned to the ranch.

But while field dressing, there was
something he hadn'’t seen before: a
milky-white sack containing a tiny
creature not much bigger than a kit-
ten.

Finding the deer fetus made the
hunter realize he hadn't killed one
deer but two.

Had he just robbed the ranch of a
tuture trophy?

Other questions followed.

Were last season’s fawns weaned
before hunters on the ranch started
filling doe tags?

And is it even necessary to harvest
female deer?

Deer experts in Texas say yes, ab-
solutely.

“Does are overlooked simply

because they are not a glamorous

DOE DILEMMA: Although hunters know harvesting does is necessary, they wonder about the best time to take the shot. Most management

See DOES, Page 29

experts recommend the beginning of the season. Photo by David J. Sams.

MOVING WATER: Currents from wind affect fishing. Many fishermen thlnk wmd pushes
shad and other baitfish to the windy shoreline, but it's the plankton that drift toward the
shore, and the baitfish follow.

Follow wind, currents
to better lake fishing

Wind, rotation of
planet, discharge
from dams bring
changes for anglers

By JonN N. FELSHER

Everyone can see how current pours
down a river. However, the water flow
in a reservoir depends upon wind di-
rection, the rotation of the Earth or a
release through the dam.

In Texas, the most common current
cause an angler deals with is wind.

“Wind blowing from one direction
for extended periods of time creates
current called surface drift,” said Dr.

Dan Daugherty, a fisheries biologist
at the Texas Parks and Wildlife Heart
of the Hills Fisheries Science Center.
“However, the rotation of the Earth
affects subsurface currents differently.
Water currents below the surface move
at progressively greater angles to the
wind as depth increases. In deep lakes
and reservoirs, subsurface currents at
the deepest depths may even flow in
the opposite direction to the wind.”
Winds pushing waves across the sur-
face generally only affect water down to
about 10 feet, but they could theoreti-
cally drive water all the way across a large
reservoir such as Toledo Bend or Sam
Rayburn. Although imperceptible to
the human eye, water “stacks up” along
windward shorelines. For example,

See CURRENTS, Page 24

Deer hunting goes on
at Chaparral after fire

From ‘moonscape’ to ‘sea of grass’

By MaRk ENGLAND

AfterawildfireinMarch consumed
95 percent of the Chaparral Wildlife
Management Area southwest of San
Antonio, there was concern hunting
might have to be curtailed to allow
whitetails to rebound.

Nature, however, came to the res-
cue, said David Synatzske, the Chap-
arral’s manager.

“The deer are probably in better
condition than they were last year,”
he said. “Anyone who has been on
the place is amazed by how fast the
country came back. After the fire,
there were places that looked like a
moonscape. Now it’s a sea of grass
everywhere you look.”

A study done by Synatzske and
the Caesar Kleberg Wildlife Research
Institute at Texas A&M University-
Kingsville found no evidence of a

fact, circumstances conspired to not
only allow them to maintain their
health but, in most cases, to thrive.

For all its destructiveness, the
wildfire made one food source read-
ily available to whitetails: prickly
pear cactus.

The fire burned off the plant’s
spines.

“We found in the study that the
deer were able to sustain their body
condition by consuming the prickly
pear,” Synatzske said. “Basically, it’s
all they had. It's not a good protein
source. It’s high in carbohydrates, a
high-energy food, which is exactly
what they needed after the fire.”

Thanks to a fortuitous spring
rain, grass and forbs soon returned
and filled out the deer’s diet, said
David Hewitt, who holds the Stuart
W. Stedman Chair for White-tailed

die-off of whitetails after the fire. In See CHAPARRAL, Page 29
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Newly discovered fish species thriving

Community comes
to animal’s aid,
boosts population

By Craig Nyhus

When biologists, business and cit-
ies work together, good things can
happen for all — even threatened spe-
cies. That’s how Gary Garrett, Texas
Parks and Wildlife fisheries biologist
at Heart of the Hills Fisheries Science
Center, describes the recovery of a fish
species he discovered.

The fish, Gambusia clarkhubbsi,
was discovered in the San Felipe Creek
in Del Rio. The creek begins with one
of Texas’ largest springs located on the

San Felipe Country Club in the city
limits.

“We had been working there for
25 years,” Garrett said. “The Devil’s
minnow is in the creek, too.”

A big flood in 1998 totally flushed
the creek out and flooded many
homes.

“It caused a lot of dam-
age,” Garrett said.

But after the flood, Gar-
rett began noticing a differ-
ent-looking fish.

“It was in the mosquito
fish family and guppy-sized,”
he said. “But it was different
from the other Gambusia spe-
cies we knew of.”

The next step was to take it to the lab.

“We found out it was a new spe-
cies,” he said. “I got to name it — that

LITTLE FISH: Fisheries biologist Gary Garrett began noticing
Gambusia clarkhubbsi, which he named, after a flood spilled
through Del Rio in 1998. Photo by Gary Garrett.

was pretty cool.”

Garrett named the fish after his
mentor, Clark Hubbs, whom he de-
scribed as the most famous fisheries

biologist in Texas.

The new species, with the small
creek being its only known home, was
extremely rare. Garrett worked with
the city and the golf course to

improve the stream habitat.

The changes were simple
and economical.
“We modified the fertil-
izing and mowing,” Garrett
said. “They were mowing
right up to the edge of the
creek with the runoff from
the parking lot and golf
course going straight to the
creek — every year there were
big algae blooms. We agreed
to set a 10- to 20-foot buffer.”

The city made some changes as well.
The city was lining the banks of the
creek with concrete like the San Anto-

nio River Walk,” Garrett said. “We got
them to agree to back off of that and
create some no-mow zones. Also, after
the flood some land that had flooded
was granted to the city by FEMA and
the city created a greenbelt.”

Garrett said the changes helped im-
mensely to manage the runoff to the
creek, and the population of the fish
he named took off.

“They expanded and exploded on
their own,” he said. “I had worked
there for 25 years and never saw one
— now you see them regularly.”

Working together, the groups all
received benefits, Garrett said. “The
benefit is a clean, healthy creek,” he
said. “The fish is what we call an in-
dicator species — it tells you when
things are going well — and the creek
looks great.”

Light goose hunting rules expanded

Conservation
Order spreads to
Atlantic Flyway

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service re-
cently finalized rules allowing the use
of expanded hunting methods and im-
plementation of a conservation order
to increase light goose harvest.

The regulations have been in place
in the Central and Mississippi Flyways
on an interim basis since 1999. The final
rule makes the regulations permanent in
those flyways and also makes Atlantic Fly-
way states eligible to implement them.

“The overabundance of light geese is
harming their fragile arctic breeding habi-
tat,” said H. Dale Hall, director of the U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Service. “The damage to
the habitat is, in turn, harming the health
of the light geese and other bird species
that depend on the tundra habitat.

“Returning the light goose popula-
tion to sustainable levels is necessary to
protect this delicate habitat and every
species dependent on it.”

During the last few decades, popula-
tions of greater and lesser snow geese
and Ross’s geese have grown to historic
highs. The breeding population of mid-
continent light geese likely exceeds 5
million birds, an increase of more than
300 percent since the mid-1970s.

Since implementation of the con-
servation order in 1999, the harvest
of mid-continent light geese has more
than doubled, and the population
growth rate as measured by the mid-

winter index has been reduced. The
management goal is to reduce the num-
ber of mid-continent light geese by 50
percent and to reduce the greater snow
geese population to 500,000 birds.

The final rule authorizes the use of
electronic calls and unplugged shot-
guns to harvest light geese. These
regulations are allowed during a light-
goose-only hunting season when all
other waterfowl and crane hunting sea-
sons, excluding falconry, are closed.

Therule also authorizes states to imple-
ment a conservation order to allow the
harvest of light geese outside of traditional
hunting seasons. The conservation order
also allows shooting hours to continue
until one-half hour after sunset and re-
moves the daily bag limit for light geese.

— U.S. Fish and Wildlife report.
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Okie wins calling crown

Winner thought miscue in finals cost him the contest

Ryan Nolan won the 2008 World’s
Championship Duck Calling Contest
on Nov. 29 in Stuttgart, Ark.

Blowing a Betts Game Call, the
24-year-old from Roland, Okla., won
$8,000, a championship ring and
roughly $7,000 worth of duck hunting
equipment.

“I'm on top of the world right now,”
Nolan said. “I've put in countless
hours of work toward this.”

It was a championship Nolan
thought he let get away at the end of
the third round. After posting the best
score in round two, 259 out of 270,
Nolan went into the third and final
round in a tie for the lead and with a
boost in confidence.

His third round call was going as
smoothly as his second until the last
15 seconds, when there was a hint of
a squawk. When Nolan finished, he
threw his arms down in disgust, be-
cause in his mind, he had just given
away the championship.

“I was nervous because I knew that
wasn’'t my best,” Nolan said. “You
don’'t want to leave anything out
there. It turns out it wasn’t as bad as I
thought was.”

It was good enough to spark a call-off
against Jesse Blom of Sioux Falls, S.D.,

WINNERS: Left: Ryan Nolan of Roland, Okla., competes during the World’s Championship
Duck Calling Contest, which he won last month in Arkansas. Right: Shelby Free of Stuttgart,
Ark., won the Women’s World Championship. Photos by Larry L. Towell.

who finished as the first runner-up.

Nolan started calling competitively
in 2002 and qualified for his first cham-
pionship in 2003. He’d been hovering
around 10th for five years, and he at-
tributed his experience and practice
for the breakthrough this year.

Kent Cullum of Lake Cormorant,
Miss., finished in third place, followed
by David St. John of Conway, Ark., and

Todd Copley of Des Moines, lowa.

In the Women’s World Champion-
ship, 16-year-old Shelby Free of Stutt-
gart, Ark., beat Brittany Sorenson of
Memphis, Tenn., for the title.

In the first-ever Senior World com-
petition, Craig Guillaume of Council
Bluff, Iowa, topped Curt Scheuneman
of Minnekota, Minn.

— ESPNOutdoors report.

Genmar aims to re-popularize boating by making it atfordable

Genmar Holdings, the parent of 13 boat brands, including
Ranger, Stratos, Triumph and Champion, plans to create Gen-
mar Retail Financing to allow dealers to offer customers low-

interest financing on new boats.

“I feel we no longer have the option but to create Genmar
Retail Financing,” Genmar Chairman Irwin L. Jacobs told The
Outdoor Wire. “It’s a challenging economic time, but having

1-, 2- or 3-percent financing gives us the ability to do promo-
tions our competitors simply can’t do.”
Affordable financing, Jacobs said, is key to revitalizing the

boat industry — and getting people back on the water. Once

the ability to offer our detailers the opportunity to offer 0-, or

people become boaters, they generally stay boaters, he said.
The date when the service will be operative has not been
set, but Jacobs said the project will move forward quickly.

— The Outdoor Wire report.

Bacterium found
to control mussels

Toxin in patented
cells kills zebra,
quagga species

Dr. Daniel Molloy, a New York
State Museum researcher, has in-
vented and patented a natural bacte-
rium to control invasive mussels that
have fouled water supplies across the
United States.

The fouling caused by zebra and
quagga mussels represents billions of
dollars in economic damage and has
a major negative impact on fresh-
water ecosystems. To find an envi-
ronmentally safe control method,
Molloy’s lab screened more than 700
bacteria before identifying a strain
of the common bacterium Pseudo-
monas fluorescens as being lethal to
these mussels when ingested.

Museum scientists also discov-
ered that dead cells of this strain
were equally as lethal as live cells,
providing clear evidence that the
mussels died from a natural toxin
in the cells, not from infection. This
means future commercial formula-

tions may contain dead cells, thus
further reducing environmental
concerns. Testing at the lab also re-
vealed the extraordinary selectiv-
ity of the bacteria in killing zebra
and quagga mussels without killing
other aquatic organisms, including
fish and other species of freshwater
clams and mussels.

Introduced from Europe in the
1980s, zebra and quagga mussels are
tiny, fingernail-sized mussels that
foul freshwater ecosystems and clog
the intake pipes of industries that
draw water from infested lakes and
rivers. Although populations have
been widespread in the Great Lakes
region and Midwest for almost two
decades, these mussels were only
found for the first time west of the
Rockies in the last 18 months, spe-
cifically in regions of Nevada, Arizo-
na, Utah, Colorado and California.
Power plants and other raw-water
dependent facilities have been using
chemicals to reduce these mussels.

The biological pesticide will be
sold by Marrone Organic Innova-
tions, the museum’s commercial
partner.

— New York State Museum report.

New reg conserves large catfish

Alabama has enacted a catfish reg-
ulation similar to one proposed on
three lakes in Texas.

In an effort to maintain high quali-
ty catfish fishing in Alabama, only one
catfish longer than 34 inches may be
harvested each day by an angler. Live
blue catfish or flathead catfish longer
than 34 inches cannot be transported
out of Alabama without approval in

writing from the commissioner of
conservation and natural resources.

Alabama does not have a limit on
the number of smaller catfish that
may be kept.

Texas has proposed a 30- to 45-inch
slot limit for blue catfish at Lewisville
Lake, Lake Waco and Richland-Cham-
bers Reservoir.

— Staffreports.
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Bucks poached in Houston, Wichita Falls parks

Reward offered for ‘Mr. Buck’; municipal
worker suspended over 200-class deer’s death

The temptation of a big buck — even a
tame one — can be too much for some. And
the results can taint the reputations of those
who hunt legally and ethically.

AtBear Creek Pioneers Park in Harris Coun-
ty, poachers did the unthinkable, taking Mr.
Buck, a buck so tame children would scratch
his chin through the park fence. And at Lucy
Park in Wichita Falls, an impressive 200-class

buck wandered into the park within the city
limits near the Wichita River and was shot.

Park rangers said the 10-year-old Mr. Buck,
one of two white-tailed deer kept on a wildlife
sanctuary at the park, was killed during the
night, and his head was taken as the prize.

The perpetrator cut the park’s chain link
fence and used a bolt cutter to enter the gate
of the deet’s enclosure.

A Crimestopper tip led to the poacher, a
23-year-old Houston man. When arrested,
the man needed to be taken to the hospital for
medical care after being gored by the buck.

Although Mr. Buck was docile with visi-
tors on the other side of the fence, inside the
enclosure was a different story.

“He was dominant in his territory and
protective of his area,” said a park spokesper-
son. “The guy got more than he expected.”

The 2,100-acre park occupies part of a fed-
erally protected reservoir system. Because the

See BUCKS, Page 17

ATYPICAL: The
Lucy Park buck
carried a 200-class
set of antlers
before his death,
apparently at the
hands of a poacher.
A city worker has
been suspended in
connection with
the killing.

heasant change proposed

Season off to a
good start in
the Panhandle

By Craig Nyhus

Pheasant hunters filled Panhandle
fields for the Dec. 6 season opener.
Next year, the busiest weekend of the
year for the Amarillo airport may be a
week earlier.

Although hunters had mixed results
on opening day, most saw good num-
bers of birds.

Mike Marshall of Lubbock hunted
Conservation Reserve Program land
and lake bottoms on public lands near
Sterley with a group of eight hunters. At
noon, the group lunched at Nielson’s
Café in Floydada.

“We saw quite a few birds on the
plots,” he said. “We're trying to get the
young guys some shots — they are 14-
and 15-year-olds — they didn’t shoot
too well. But they are having a blast
— they’ll calm down and do better this
afernoon.”

Marshall said the adults in the group
did well, although the calm weather
had the birds wild.

“They’re acting like they’ve already
been hunted,” he said. “A lot are jump-
ing up 50 yards ahead of us.”

Marshall said some of the groups
around them limited on opening
morning.

“There are a lot of hunters — and a
lot of shooting going on,” he said.

Another area hunter let the birds
come to him.

“We slept in and let the hunters
chase them out of the grain fields,” said
Kyle Smith of Floydada, who hunted
with his son, Connor. “We went out
around 10 and walked the grass and got

See PHEASANT, Page 16

OPENING DAY: A proposed shift in the pheasant
hunting schedule would give hunters Thanks-
giving weekend. Photo by David J. Sams.

Gun sales excellent after election

Purchases of guns,
ammo up 8 to 10
percent in 2008

Cash registers at gun stores have
been ringing while other retail out-
lets have moaned the blues since
early November. Purchases of fire-
arms and ammunition have risen
8 to 10 percent this year, state and
federal data indicate.

Sales are especially brisk for semi-
automatic rifles, often with maga-
zines that hold lots of ammunition.

The day after the election, when

Barack Obama won the presidency,
the gun store Cheaper Than Dirt!
in Fort Worth sold $101,000 worth
of merchandise, shattering its prior
single-day sales record, store owner
DeWayne Irwin said.

About half of the sales were guns,
mostly military-style rifles and
other accessories that buyers worry
could be banned under the new ad-
ministration.

But Dave Ferguson, who manages
an outdoor retail superstore, isn’t
sure hype over the election is war-
ranted.

“You always have the fear factor
when there’s the uncertainty of a
new president,” he said. “A lot of

people scare themselves because of
that, but you know, even if some-
thing were to happen, it would take
six to eight months before anything
is introduced.”

But among the gun-purchasing
crowd, the willingness to wait and
see what happens isn’t there. Gun
shops from the East Coast to the
Rockies have reported record sales
since Nov. 4.

“With most of the tactical-style
rifles or military-based firearms
— we've been cleaned out,” said
August Crocker, fine gun manager
at Sportsman’s Finest in Austin.
“We don’t have them anymore, and
we're not known for selling them.”

Crocker said the increase hasn’t
been seen in the upper grade shot-
guns and rifles.

“We've taken a lot of them in
trade, though,” he said.

President-elect Obama has said
he respects Americans’ Second
Amendment right to bear arms, al-
though he favors “commonsense”
gun laws. Gun enthusiasts want to
remind him of his campaign state-
ment:

“I will not take your shotgun
away,” he said. “I will not take your
rifle away. I won't take your hand-
gun away.”

— Chasiti Kirkland Jackson,
realtree.com report.

Texas dog
wins retriever
championship

Handler Rorem takes
seven dogs to finals

By Craig Nyhus

Two Rivers Lucky Willie, a black Lab-
rador retriever owned by Brady Oman of
Austin and handled by Dave Rorem, won
the 2008 National Retriever Champion-
ship last month.

“This has been the passion of my life
for a long time,” Rorem said. “It’s like
winning the Super Bowl. It’s a dream
come true. It’s the best feeling there is in
the world.”

The competition took place Nov. 9-15
in Montgomery between 105 qualifying
retrievers.

Oman has called the relationship be-
tween Rorem and Willie magical. Rorem,
who divides his year between a home
near La Grange and International Falls,
Minn., agreed.

“There’s something about that dog and
me,” he said. “We’re on the same wave
length. He’s a great athlete, very coach-
able, and loves to work for me. I know
what he’s going to do, and he knows what
I'm going to do before we do it.”

Rorem had seven of the dogs he pro-
fessionally handles qualify for the event,
and three other dogs became finalists. But
it was Willie, recovering from a shoulder
tendon injury, who came out on top.

“He hurt his shoulder over a year ago
while competing,” Rorem said. “He
jammed it real bad.”

After an extensive rehabilitation and
rest the shoulder improved, just in time for
nationals, the top performance event for
retrievers in the American Kennel Club.

“He missed a lot of practice time,” Ro-
rem said. “But once he got through a few
runs, he hit his stride.”

For years, Rorem passed up competing
in the National Retriever Championship
because it occurred during November,

See RETRIEVER, Page 17
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CHAMPION: Dave Rorem plays with Willie,
the black Lab that won the 2008 National
Retriever Championship last month. Photo by
Vickie Lamb.
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Deer smugglers from
Texas, Minn. sentenced

Men headed to
federal prison for
illegally moving
trophy animals

A Texas man and a Minnesota man
were both sentenced Nov. 24 to federal
prison terms for illegally transporting
white-tailed deer across state lines.

Federal District Judge Richard A.
Schell in Plano sentenced Robert
Eichenour, owner of Circle E Ranch in
Grimes County, to 18 months in fed-
eral prison.

Eichenour mustalso serve 36 months
of probation after his release from pris-
on and pay a $50,000 fine.

Brian Becker of Minnesota was also
sentenced to 33 months in federal pris-
on and 36 months of probation after
his release.

The two men were caught Oct. 22,

2006, in a smuggling sting operation
conducted by the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Special Operations Unit and
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service special
agents.

Fichenour and Becker were caught
smuggling 14 white-tailed deer bucks
from Minnesota to Eichenour’s ranch
in Grimes County.

Investigators say the plan was for
Fichenour to bring in hunters and sell
hunts for the trophy Minnesota bucks.
After a lengthy investigation it was deter-
mined that, over a four-year period, Beck-
er and Eichenour had smuggled in about
$300,000 worth of white-tailed bucks.

During the probation period, neither
man will be allowed to sell deer. The
equipment used by both during their
illegal endeavor was also forfeited.

Both men were convicted of felony
violations of the federal Lacey Act,
which prohibits the transportation of
illegally captured or prohibited ani-
mals across state lines.

— Texas Parks and Wildlife report.
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Waterfowl hunters hope for influx of new birds

Duck hunters in most of Texas anx-
iously await the opening of the second
split of the season, beginning Dec. 13.
Dry and warm conditions hampered
hunters in November, but reports of
birds moving into the state as the first
split of the season closed are raising op-
timism for the remainder of the season.

High Plains Mallard
Management Unit

Goose hunting has been better
with the cooler temperatures. Lots of
Canada geese have been decoying,
but many of the concentrations are
spread throughout the region because
of the abundance of water. Sandhill
cranes have decoyed well when the
wind blows.

Best hunts have been in plowed
ground and corn. Outfitters report
lots of ducks on playas, but with the
abundance of water, ducks have many

places to go.

Hunters are hoping for colder
weather to freeze the shallow playas
and congregate the ducks on open
water.

North Zone

The first split ended at sunset Nov.
30, and the first 30 days of the season
were fair at best. Many hunters in tra-
ditional mallard counties did not see
many. Gadwalls and wood ducks were
the most prevalent birds harvested on
lakes and reservoirs.

The region could use rain to fill
sloughs and backwaters. Canvasbacks
are building on Toledo Bend and Lake
O’ The Pines. The second split opens
Dec. 13.

South Zone
Duck hunting along the coast im-
proved during the last weekend of the

McCLELLAND GUN SHOP
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FULL-SERVICE GUN SHOP
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first split.

Stiff north winds seemed to dis-
perse bluewings and greenwings,
which helped marsh hunters and
prairie hunters.

The most consistent hunting dur-
ing the first 30 days occurred in Whar-
ton County near Wharton and East
Bernard.

Outfitters said hunter numbers
were down by about 30 percent on
the coastal prairie.

Hunters near Port O’Connor and
Rockport saw fair hunting with waves
of birds arriving as the first split
closed.

Goose hunters enjoyed steady
shooting for snow geese and speck-
lebellies over fresh-cut rice fields. A
strong hatch of juvenile snows has
helped decoying action. The second
split of duck season opens Dec. 13.

— Texas Parks and Wildlife report.
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Winter
redfish

patterns
start early

Fishing remaining
steady after cold
fronts blow over coast

By Danno Wise

In stark contrast to recent years on the
Texas coast, 2008 has seen winter weath-
er actually beat the calendar. From Port
Isabel to Port Arthur, cooling winds of
change began to blow during early fall. By
the time winter officially arrives Dec. 22,
most inshore species will have been in a
“winter pattern” for more than a month.
This is not, however, to say there won't
be plenty of good fishing. In fact, fishing
has been fine and getting better along the
Lone Star State’s coastal curve — particu-
larly where redfish are concerned.

“They are being caught all over the
Galveston Bay system,” said Tiki Island
resident and avid angler Rick Vidock, who
said he has also been able to boat good
catches of speckled trout on artificials.
“Bulls are being caught at the jetties and
in the surf. A lot of slot-size and rat reds
are being caught in East Bay, Trinity Bay,
Galveston Bay and lower West Bay.

“I use only artificial lures. But most
people who are targeting redfish specifi-
cally are using finger mullet, mud min-
nows or shrimp.”

As good as the redfish action is along
the Upper Coast, it is just as good or better
along the Middle and Lower coasts.

“Everybody’s catching redfish around
Port O’Connor,” said Dennis Lala of Victoria.

See REDS, Page 16

COOL CATCH: As winter sets in, redfish action
is heating up along the Gulf Coast in Texas.

FISHING

e

BAIT WATCH: Anglers change bait tactics in winter along the Texas coast. Redfish and speckled trout will primarily feed on mullet in winter.

Make room for mullet

Trout, redfish change diet in winter

By Danno Wise

A big share of coastal anglers seek redfish and speckled trout in summer
and fall by probing the bay waters with live shrimp. Artificial lure anglers did
much the same thing — throwing primarily shrimp-imitating soft plastics.

But in winter, the majority of a bay system’s shrimp population has left for
the open Gulf, forcing predator species such as redfish, speckled trout and
snook to turn their attention to finfish. And although shrimp will continue
to catch some fish all year long, anglers hoping to consistently hookup with
quality fish on the winter flats are best served using mullet and mullet-imitat-
ing lures.

“The key to finding fish this time of year will be mullet,” said Sabine Lake
guide Capt. Randy Foreman. “That will be about the only bait left in the lake.
So you find mullet, you'll find fish.

“If you're throwing artificials, you need to throw lures that look like bait-
fish. There won'’t be any shrimp left, so the fish will be keying on baitfish. The
lures you throw need to look like what they’re eating.”

Switching from shrimp-imitating lures to mullet-imitating lures is some-
thing that will be happening up and down the coast, according to Matagorda
guide Capt. Tommy Countz.

“By this point in December, all of the shrimp are gone — they’ve left the

Mullet should
replace shrimp
as the primary
bait for redfish
during winter.

bay. The fish will be feeding on mullet.

“So we'll switch to mullet-imitating baits. Personally, I'll be throwing a lot
of bull minnows during December.”

Artificial lure fishermen won'’t be the only ones swapping shrimp for mul-
let. Many bait fishermen will be trading in their kicking crustaceans in favor
of live or dead mullet.

“On warm winter days, I'll get up on the flats to fish for redfish,” said Port
Mansfield guide Capt. Bob Lany. “You can catch them on plastics and spoons,
but I'll mostly be fishing mullet. I'll drift over the flats with either cut or live
mullet. During this time of year, mullet are their primary food source. That’s
the main bait item on the flats, so that’s what I use.

“I'll also be fishing for black drum quite a bit during December and Janu-
ary. Alot of people use dead shrimp for drum, but I prefer to use cut mullet.”

In addition to the lure-for-lure and bait-for-bait swaps, many bait fisher-
men will pick up artificials during the winter because finding mullet-imitat-
ing lures is often easier than finding mullet to use as bait.

See MULLET, Page 16

Bass blotches a mystery

What causes the rare
black spots on bass?

By Kyle Carter

When world-record bass hunters Mac Weakley
and Jed Dickerson caught a 21-pound, 11-ounce
bass out of Dixon Lake in California, they named
her Dottie because of a small black dot on her gill.

It was foreign to them, and something that,
aside from its unusually large size, made this bass
unique. As it turns out, there are Dotties all over
the United States, and nobody’s sure why. Unfor-
tunately, they are not all world-record size.

Theories outnumber answers when it comes to
explaining why some largemouth develop black
splotches on their skin and occasionally lose
them.

“Nobody knows what causes them,” said Dr.
Paul Bowser, professor of aquatic animal medicine
at Cornell University. “It’s more or less considered
an oddity.”

Bowser, who has obtained continuous funding
throughout his 23 years at Cornell to study diseas-
es of fishes and strategies for fish health manage-

ment, said he put a bass with a spot under micro-
scope a few years back to see if it was a disease — if
it was something that could spread.

“We don't see anything that would indicate
that there is any kind of a disease process going
on,” he said. “As far as we can tell, it’s just an ab-
normal coloration on them.”

Some reports indicate the spots started show-
ing up on fish in the Hudson River in the 1980s
and have been working their way south. Bowser
doesn’t buy that philosophy.

“I don’t know if it’s correct to say that it’s
spreading from north to south,” he said. “I'd say
it’s probably people have heard about it, and now
they are looking.

“Idon’t know that there is any information out
there that suggests it occurred in one place and
now it’s moving somewhere else.”

Jim Matthews, the hatchery manager at the
Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens, has

S

BEAUTY MARK: Why some bass wear black spots on their bodies is a mystery. Here a bass with a spot on its gill

observed the spots for years. “It’s just on the skin,”
he said. “It’s probably the pigment in the skin
(melanin) — almost like a birthmark.”

Matthews said he has seen the spots year-round,
although in some aquarium fish he has seen them
disappear over time.

“I don’t know why they are observed more in

plate is displayed at Lake Fork. Photo by David J. Sams.

the winter,” he said. “They may be more notice-
able then, or people may have just caught more of
the fish with spots in the winter.”

Ralph Mannswrote an article posted on the Bass
Fishing Home Page suggesting the spots might be
from stress to the fish. Since the spots started be-

ing noticed in the 1980s — about the time catch
and release became popular — he guessed that a
lot of what’s been seen over the past two decades
were from people handling the bass and putting

See BLOTCHES, Page 16
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Ready for rainbows

TROUT TIME: Anglers fish on the Brazos River below Possum Kingdom Lake. The state plans to release 9,000 rainbow

trout into the tailwaters this winter. Photo by David J. Sams.

Trout stockings underway throughout state

Winter rainbow trout fishing in Texas is increas-
ing in popularity and opportunity. From the avid
river fly-fisherman to families at a city park with a
can of corn for bait, the hatchery-reared fish usually
cooperate. The state began stocking 119 sites with
more than 260,000 rainbows Dec. 3, and the stock-
ing continues until mid-March.

Catching the hungry fish can be easy, making the
experience ideal for novice anglers and children.
The fish bite almost immediately after stocking and
will take a variety of baits, from corn or commercial
soft baits to artificial flies and small spinners.

Fishing gear can be as basic as an inexpensive
spincast rod-and-reel combo, a small plastic bob-
ber, a fishing weight and a hook.

Among the winter trout stocking sites are 13
Neighborhood Fishin’ locations in city suburbs
across the state. These spots receive trout every two
weeks in the winter, and catfish are stocked there in
the summer. Money donated from the Toyota Texas

RAINBOWS: Texas will stock more than 260,000 rainbow
trout in a variety of water types over the next four months.

Other popular fishing holes such as the Guadal-
upe River below the Canyon Reservoir Dam and the
Brazos River below the Possum Kingdom Lake dam

See Trout, Page 29

Rainbow releases

Stocking Location City Total Dates
Blanco State Park #4 . ... ... Blanco ...... 4,000....Dec. 30, Jan. 15, 29
Blue Hole Park Lake ........ Georgetown ...2,500....Dec. 10, Jan. 14
Bob Sandlin State Park . ... .. Mt. Pleasant ..2,000 ...Dec. 18, Feb. 1
Brackenridge Park. .. ....... San Antonio ... 2,000 ...Dec.17, Jan. 14
Buescher State Park . ....... Smithville ....2,000....Dec. 23
Canyon Tailrace

(Guadalupe River) ........ New Braunfels 16,741 ...Dec. 12, 19; Jan. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Fort Boggy State Park . ...... Centerville . ... 1,000 ...Jan.27
Fort Richardson State Park. . . .Jacksboro ....2,725 ...Dec. 14, Jan. 18, Feb. 15
L.B.J. State Park. .......... Stonewall ....533 ..... Jan. 21
Lake Corpus Christi......... Mathis . . ..... 1,500 ...Feb.1
Lewisville Tailrace

(Elm Fork Trinity River) ... .Lewisville ....3,756 ...Dec. 19, Jan. 16, Feb. 27
Meridian State Park. . ....... Meridian ..... 2,000 ...Jan.7
Palmetto State Park. ........ Luling ....... 574 .. ... Jan. 18
Possum Kingdom Tailrace

(Brazos River) . .......... Graford . ..... 9,000 ...Dec. 30, Jan. 13, Feb. 5, March 3
River Park

(Clear Fork Trinity River). .. .Fort Worth ....2,700 ...lJan. 8, Feb. 3
South Llano River State Park . .Junction ... .. 2,078 .Dec. 15, Jan. 15
Trinity Park

(Clear Fork Trinity River). .. .Fort Worth ....2,900 ...Dec.17, Jan. 14
Tyler State Park. . . ......... Tyler ........ 4,230 ...Jan. 24

For the complete list of stocking locations, visit www.LSONews.com.

Bass Classic is used to support the program.
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CROSSING BORDER TO HUNT
BRINGS CHARGES

* Two illegal aliens with rifles were
taken into custody by the U.S. Border Pa-
trol in Big Bend Ranch State Park. Game
Warden Zach Moerbe of Presidio County
learned that this was their third trip this
year and that they had come on three
trips last year, killing three aoudads and
two mule deer. Federal and state charges
are pending.

THIEVES CAUGHT
DISASSEMBLING AIRPLANE

» Wise County Game Warden Chris
Dowdy received two phone calls re-
garding a person being dropped off in
a creek bottom. The witness said the
person was going to a barn where sev-
eral things had been stolen over the
past 18 months. Dowdy waited on a
hill and could hear people working on
something. Two men exited the barn
and checked the area for ranch hands.
When backup arrived, the two attempt-
ed to make their escape on foot. Dowdy
apprehended the men and took them
into custody. Interviews by the sher-
iff’s office revealed the location of sev-
eral items stolen from the property. On
this day, the men were disassembling
an airplane. Several thousand dollars
worth of property had been removed
or destroyed. Cases pending.

DRUNK WORKERS

HARASS HUNTERS
* Palo Pinto County Game Warden
Cliff Swofford received a call from the
sheriff’s office about trespassers on a deer
lease. Swofford arrived at the deer lease
at 7:45 a.m. to find five intoxicated men
who had been asked by the landowner
to come to his house for day labor. In-
stead, the men arrived at about 4 a.m. at
the paid hunters’ camp. At sunrise, four
of the five men drove to a deer stand oc-
cupied by one of the paid hunters. The
men were asked to leave and did but re-
turned a few minutes later racing the car
around the area. Another man walked to

H O U

GAME WARDEN BLOTTER

* While inspecting a deer camp
on the Louisiana state line, Marion
County Game Wardens Rick Lane
and Robb Furlow checked a Louisi-
ana resident.

The man was found to have a
Texas resident license even though
he was a Louisiana resident. The
wardens also found fresh deer meat

TEXT MESSAGES LEAD TO 20 CHARGES

in a cooler.

A second hunter was still in the
field, so the wardens asked if he
could be contacted by cell phone.

The Louisiana man gave Furlow
his cell phone to call the second
hunter.

Furlow noticed several new text
messages from the second hunter.

Furlow texted back and forth with
the man in the field who admitted
to several offenses, including tak-
ing the untagged deer found in the
cooler.

Six deer had been illegally killed
with two transported across state
lines resulting in 20 cases being filed
on three men.

another blind and stood about 30 yards
from it. The men cursed the hunters and
drove all over the hunting areas on the
lease. One man stated that they didn’t
want anyone to shoot a deer because it
was mean. The four were arrested, and
11 charges, including public intoxica-
tion, minor in consumption of alcohol,
making alcohol available to a minor,
possession of marijuana, felon in posses-
sion of a firearm and hunter harassment,
are pending.

PRANK LEAVING DOE CARCASSES
ON DOORSTEP GOES AWRY

* Comal County Game Wardens Mi-
chael McCall and Brent Satsky respond-
ed to a call involving the dumping of
two doe deer carcasses on the front step
of a home. The wardens found the deer,
which had been shot in the head. The
resident identified three teenagers as the
likely culprits of the prank. After locating
the juveniles, the wardens obtained con-
fessions. Cases are pending.

BRAGGING EMPLOYEE OVERHEARD
BY SHOPPING WARDEN

* While off-duty and shopping in
Lufkin, Nacogdoches Game Warden
Audie Ham overheard an employee tell
another that he killed an old buck on his
farm with a .22 mag. Hamm identified
himself to the employee and notified
Angelina County Game Warden Tim
Walker. The employee was cited for tak-
ing white-tailed deer by illegal means.

S TON §

MAN CAUGHT TRESPASSING

TO TAKE DOE
* Cherokee County Game Warden
Brian Bearden received a call from a
hunter who had witnessed two men
load a doe in a truck on property where
they did not have permission to hunt.
The next morning, Bearden located the
vehicles in the same spot. Blood and
deer hair samples were taken from the
bed of one of the trucks. When con-
fronted, one of the three men admitted
to shooting the doe the day before. The
deer was seized, and trespassing charges

were filed. Cases pending.

COUPLE TEAMS UP TO KILL DEER
ON HUNTING CLUB PROPERTY

* Polk County Game Wardens Chuck
and Suzanne Cotton responded to a call
from a local hunting club member who
heard a shot on his lease and then ob-
served a man retrieve a large buck from
the lease property. Blood evidence was
located to corroborate the man’s state-
ment. The next day, a woman confessed
to shooting the 10-point buck across
the property line. Her husband had re-
trieved the deer for her. Cases pending.
The deer scored 137 1/8.

MAN SHOOTS BUCK DURING
DOE OR SPIKE HUNT
* An 8-point buck was found on the
Richland Creek WMA with the head
cut off. Freestone County Game War-
den Craig Hernandez and Henderson

C

County Game Warden Shawn Smith,
after talking with staff members from
the WMA, discovered that the man as-
signed to hunt in the area where the deer
was found had failed to check out on the
last morning of the special drawn hunt
for spikes and does only. After locating
the man, a confession and the head were
secured. Charges pending.

MAN CAUGHT TAKING TWO BUCKS WITH
GUN DURING BOW SEASON

* Houston County Game Warden Zak
Bengeinvestigated the poaching of a tro-
phy buck during bow season on private
property. Benge and Angelina County
Game Warden Heath Bragg contacted
the shooter and learned that two large
bucks had been killed on the property.
The man claimed to have permission to
hunt, but the landowner disagreed. A
15-point non-typical buck scoring 155
2/8 and a typical 10-point scoring 125
6/8 were confiscated. Citations were is-
sued for improperly tagged deer, take
deer by illegal means and methods (gun
during bow season), and hunting with-
out landowner consent. Cases and resti-
tution pending.

TRAIL CAMERA CATCHES MAN ON
WMA WHEN CLOSED
o After a recent special permit deer
hunt on Richland Creek Wildlife Man-
agement Area, the WMA staff download-
ed pictures from a trail camera and found
photographs of a man on an ATV with
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a deer stand and bow entering and leav-
ing the WMA when it was closed. With
help from the staff, Freestone County
Game Warden John Thorne was able to
identify the man. Hood County Game
Warden Deshanna Creager secured a
confession and written statement from
the man. Cases pending.

SPOTLIGHTERS TRY TO HIDE
IN PICKUP BED

* Hardin County Game Warden Mike
Boone observed a truck spotlighting
from a county roadway. He stopped the
vehicle and observed two men attempt-
ing to conceal themselves in the bed of
the pickup. The men were lying on two
high-powered hunting rifles. Four men
were cited for hunting white-tailed deer
in closed season.

MEN RESCUED 1 MILE
FROM CAPSIZED BOAT

* Matagorda County Game Wardens
Clay Shock and Arthur Lawrence res-
cued two fishermen from the waters
of East Matagorda Bay. The men were
caught in the open bay by a strong cool
front that passed through and their boat
capsized after it took on water due to the
strong winds. The two men were wear-
ing personal flotation devices and had
grabbed and hung onto a large empty
ice chest. One of the men called for help
on his cell phone. Shock and Lawrence
located the men about 1 mile from their
overturned boat. By the time they were
picked up by the wardens, the men had
been in the water for about 45 minutes
and were already showing signs of hy-
pothermia.

FEED STORE CAUGHT SELLING
LIVE WILD TURKEYS

* Guadalupe County Game Warden
Tracy Large investigated a local feed store
that was selling live Rio Grande turkeys.
The feed store was cited for possession
of live Rio Grande turkeys and one indi-
vidual cited for trapping and possession
of live Rio Grande turkeys.
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TANNER WINN, 4, shot his first javelina Thanksgiving week near Pleasanton. He made GARY COOPER of San Antonio shows his first Texas pronghorn.

a 70-yard neck shot with a .30-30. His father, Todd, said his son made a great shot

SHARE AN
ADVENTURE

Want to share your
great hunting or fishing
photos with the
Lone Star Outdoor News
family? Send your photo,
phone number and caption
information to

editor@lonestarout
doornews.com
or
Heroes,

Lone Star Outdoor News
9304 Forest Lane,
Suite 114 South,
Dallas, TX, 75243

without assistance.

TOM HARRIS of San Antonio took this mule deer in Hudspeth County while hunting with -~ HUNTER LUTTO, 12, hunting with Mike Nischalke, shot his first
bobcat outside of Marfa with an AR rifle.

Gary Leeah of the HH Ranch.
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JOHNNY GUTIERREZ caught and released this 6.4-pound

smallmouth at Lake Meredith.
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Hort BITES

LARGEMOUTH
Bass

CANYON LAKE: Very good on Rat-L-
Traps and plastic stickbaits over flats
and along break lines creeks and bays
in 2-10 feet, and on green pumpkin
Whacky Sticks on jigheads and Texas
rigged blue flake worms on shaky
head jigs along bluffs inside second-
ary points.

LBJ: Very good on buzzbaits, Bleeding
Shad Rat-L-Traps, and wacky rigged
green pumpkin Whacky Sticks in 2-6
feet.

WHITE,
HyBRID,
STRIPER

RAY ROBERTS: White bass are excellent on
chartreuse slabs and jigging spoons.
AMISTAD: Striped bass are good on
Rat-L-Traps and slabs. White bass are
good on Rat-L-Traps and slabs.

BOB SANDLIN: White bass are good on
slabs and Rooster Tails.

0.H. IVIE: White bass are good on live bait.

RICHLAND CHAMBERS: White bass and
hybrid striper are fair to good on live
shad and white/chartreuse slabs on
main lake humps.

TEXOMA: Striped bass are good on
slabs, Sassy Shad and live shad.

CATFISH
l o

AMISTAD: Good on cheesebait and night-
crawlers over baited holes in 15-35 feet.
BRAUNIG: Good on chicken livers,
shrimp, and cut shad. Blue catfish are
good on cut bait.

CHOKE CANYON: Good on punchbait

in 2-7 feet. Yellow catfish are fair on
live perch.

CRAPPIE

MONTICELLO: Good on minnows and
jigs over brush piles.

PROCTOR: Good on minnows and char-
treuse tube jigs in 15 feet.

BRrREAM

p—

HOUSTON COUNTY: Good on live worms
near grass beds.

ALAN HENRY: Water lightly stained;
55 degrees; 0.11" low. Black
bass are fair on shad colored
spinnerbaits, black/chanteuse jigs
and minnows. Crappie are fair on
minnows and jigs. Catfish are fair
on live bait.

AMISTAD: Water clear; 67 degrees;
1.15’ high. Black bass are fair

on spinnerbaits, crankbaits, soft
plastics, and jigs.

ATHENS: Water lightly stained,
53-58 degrees; 0.62’ low. Black
bass are fair on shad pattern chat-
terbaits, crankbaits and 3/8 oz.
black/blue jigs. Crappie are fair on
live minnows. Catfish are fair to
good on Redneck’s Catfish Bait.

BASTROP: Water lightly stained.
Black bass are good on chartreuse
and chartreuse/white soft plastics,
spinnerbaits, and crankbaits.
Crappie are fair on minnows.
Channel and blue catfish are very
good on stinkbait, chicken livers,
and nightcrawlers.

BELTON: Water clear; 68 degrees;
2.12" low. Black bass are slow.

BOB SANDLIN: Water fairly clear;
52-57 degrees; 0.54" low. Black
bass are fair on wacky rigs, Rat-
L-Traps and Senkos. Crappie are
good on minnows and jigs around
the Hwy 21 bridge columns a few
cranks off the bottom. Catfish are
fair to good on nightcrawlers and
cut bait.

BRAUNIG: Water stained; 70
degrees. Black bass are slow.
Striped bass are fair on live shad.
Redfish are fair on live perch and
shad near the dam.

BRIDGEPORT: Water fairly clear;
52-57 degrees; 7.21" low. Black
bass are fair on chrome/blue back
Rat-L-Traps, crankbaits and jigs.
Catfish are fair on stinkbait and
cut shad. White bass are fair on
jigging spoons and minnows.

BROWNWOOD: Water clear; 69 de-
grees; 4.54" low. Black bass to 3
pounds are fair on black/blue jigs,
Persuader crankbaits, and shaky
heads with redbug and watermel-
on red worms along docks, around
rocks, and over brush piles in
8-15 feet. Hybrid striper are slow.
White bass are fair on Li’l Fishies
and crankbaits from lighted docks
at night.

BUCHANAN: Water clear; 68
degrees; 15.12" low. Black bass
are good on 1/4 oz. Bleeding
Shad Rat-L-Traps, Texas-rigged
weightless watermelon/blue flake
Whacky Sticks, pumpkin/char-
treuse jigs, and smoke/red flake
grubs on stump flats in 2-8 feet.

CADDO: Water off color; 52-58 de-
grees; 0.59’ high. Black bass are
good on jigs, white spinnerbaits
and flukes fished around vegeta-
tion. Crappie are excellent on
red/white or red/green jigs in the
pads along deeper creeks. White
and yellow bass are good on small
spoons and tailspinners.

CALAVERAS: Water stained; 70
degrees. Striped bass are fair on
live shad. Redfish are fair on live
perch, shad, and spoons in 15-25
feet. Channel and blue catfish
are very good on chicken livers,
shrimp, and cut shad.

CANYON LAKE: Water clear; 67
degrees; 10.47’ low. Crappie are
good on minnows and chartreuse
tube jigs. Channel and blue
catfish are fair on stinkbait, night-
crawlers, and frozen shrimp.

CHOKE CANYON: Water lightly
stained; 70 degrees; 4.89’ low.
Black bass to 5 pounds are good
on watermelon and pumpkinseed
soft plastic worms in heavy grass
and in 12-20 feet. White bass are
slow. Crappie are slow. Chan-

FISHING REPORT

nel and blue catfish are good on
punchbait in 2-7 feet.

CONROE: Water murky; 1.06" low.
Black bass are good on watermel-
on red soft plastics, spinnerbaits,
and Rat-L-Traps in 20-30 feet.

FALCON: Water clear; 72 degrees.
Black bass are fair on football
jigs, large soft plastic worms, 7"
Carolina-rigged Senkos, and slow
rolling spinnerbaits in 14-18 feet.
Channel and blue catfish are ex-
cellent on cut bait and doughbait.

FAYETTE: Water clear; 70 degrees.
Black bass are fair but small

on electric blue Carolina-rigged
worms in 10-16 feet, and on spin-
nerbaits along the outside edges
of grass.

FORK: Water lightly stained; 53-58
degrees; 0.63’ low. Black bass are
fair on black/blue jigs, crawdad
pattern Rat-L-Trap and spoons.
Crappie are good on minnows and
small jigs in 22-26 feet under

fair on slabs.

LAKE 0’ THE PINES: Water stained;
53-58 degrees; 0.04" low. Black
bass are good on spinnerbaits,
crankbaits and black/blue Power
Worms. Crappie are good on min-
nows and jigs in 20-25 feet

LAVON: Water stained; 52-57
degrees; 4.56' low. Black bass
are fair on crankbaits and Texas
rigged worms fished around rip-
rap. Crappie are good on minnows
in 20-30 feet.

LBJ: Water stained; 69 degrees;
0.19’ low. White bass are fair
vertically jigging Pirk Minnows
under birds. Crappie are good on
crappie jigs and live minnows over
brush piles in 12-15 feet.
LEWISVILLE: Water off-color; 53-
57 degrees; 4.05’ low. Black bass
are fair on chrome Rat-L-Traps,
crankbaits and Carolina rigs. Crap-
pie are fair on minnows.

LIVINGSTON: Water fairly clear;

Hort Spot

PORT O'CONNOR

Bull redfish are good at the jetty on crabs, finger mullet and live shrimp. Trout are good over
shell and mud in San Antonio Bay on soft plastics and topwaters. Trout are good on shrimp

while anchored over reefs near deep channels.

main lake bridges and around
brush piles. Catfish are good on
prepared baits in 22-24 feet along
creeks.

GIBBONS CREEK: Water clear. Black
bass are good on watermelon red
and watermelon gold soft plastics
and Rat-L-Traps.

GRANBURY: Water clear; 1.74" low.
Black bass are fair on watermelon
red soft plastics, spinnerbaits,
and crankbaits. Striped bass are
fair on minnows and chartreuse
striper jigs. White bass are fair on
minnows and small spinnerbaits.
Crappie are good on minnows.
Catfish are good on shrimp, stink-
bait, and live minnows.

GRAPEVINE: Water off-color; 53-58
degrees; 6.51" low. Black bass
are slow to fair on crankbaits,
spinnerbaits, drop shot rigs and
finesse jigs.

GREENBELT: Water lightly stained;
49 degrees; 27.54" low. Black
bass are slow on shad colored
crankbaits along secondary points,
and on black/blue jigs and live
bait along tree lines. Walleye are
good on live bait and crankbaits.
Catfish are good on minnows and
prepared baits.

HOUSTON COUNTY: Water clear; 54
degrees; 0.54" high. Black bass to
5 pounds are good on black/blue
J's Zone 27 in 13 feet. Crappie
are good on live minnows off piers
on the north side of the lake.

JOE POOL: Water off-color; 53-58
degrees; 2.25 low. Black bass are
good on drop shot rigs and crank-
baits in 6-10 feet. White bass are

68 degrees; 0.07’ high. Black
bass are good on spinnerbaits and
crankbaits. Blue catfish are good
on shad.

MEREDITH: Water lightly stained;
48 degrees; 71.91" low. Black
bass are slow on shad colored
crankbaits and minnows along
rocky points.

MONTICELLO: Water fairly clear;
74-90 degrees; 0.35" low. Black
bass are good on topwaters early,
later switching to wacky rigs, Rat-
L-Traps and chatterbaits. Catfish
are fair to good on cut shad and
nightcrawlers.

NAVARRO MILLS: Water murky; 70
degrees; 2.63’ low. Black bass are
good but small on minnows. White
bass are slow.

0.H. IVIE: Water lightly stained;
56 degrees; 11.72' low. Black
bass are fair on black/blue jigs
and live bait worked along points
and drop-offs. Crappie are good
on minnows and jigs. Smallmouth
bass are fair on live bait.

OAK CREEK: Water lightly stained;
53 degrees; 2.01" low. Black bass
are fair.

PALESTINE: Water lightly stained;
53-58 degrees; 0.22’ low. Black
bass are fair to good on Carolina
rigged watermelon lizards, chat-
terbaits and jigging spoons.
POSSUM KINGDOM: Water stained;
55 degrees; 2.56’ low. Black bass
are fair on secondary points.
PROCTOR: Water stained; 70
degrees; 4.36’ low. Black bass
are good on black/purple and

chartreuse soft plastic worms and
crankbaits. White bass are good
but small on minnows, small Rat-
L-Traps, and roadrunners.

RAY HUBBARD: Water stained;
52-57 degrees; 1.18’ low. Black
bass are fair on white/chartreuse
spinnerbaits, firetiger jerkbaits,
Carolina rigs and Rat-L-Traps.
Crappie are fair on minnows and
jigs over brush piles.

RAY ROBERTS: Water stained; 52-
58 degrees; 2.03’ low. Black bass
are fair on drop shot rigged Baby
Ring Frys and Yum Dingers. Crap-
pie are good on jigs in the creeks
in 3-5 feet.

RICHLAND CHAMBERS: Water off-
color; 53-58 degrees; 3.8" low.
Black bass are fair to good on
crankbaits, Texas rigged purple
worms and jigs. Crappie are fair
on minnows and jigs around deep-
water trees.

SAM RAYBURN: Water lightly stained;
70 degrees; 7.45’ low. Black bass
are fair on tequila sunrise soft
plastic worms, spinnerbaits, and
crankbaits, and on watermelon red
topwaters in 20-35 feet. White bass
are good on minnows.

STILLHOUSE: Water murky; 63
degrees; 4.09’ low. Black bass are
slow. Crappie are slow.

SWEETWATER: Water lightly
stained; 53 degrees; 1.59’ low.
Black bass are slow. Crappie are
fair on minnows and jigs.

TAWAKONI: Water lightly stained;
53-57 degrees; 3.88' low. Black
bass are fair on white/chartreuse
spinnerbaits, flukes and black/
blue jigs. Crappie are fair on min-
nows and jigs over brush piles.

TEXOMA: Water off-color; 53-58 de-
grees; 1.93’ low. Black bass are fair
on spinnerbaits, buzzbaits, chrome
crankbaits and Carolina rigs. Crappie
are slow on minnows and jigs.

TOLEDO BEND: Water clear; 70
degrees; 3.85’ low. Black bass
are fair on watermelon red and
watermelon gold soft plastics,
spinnerbaits, and crankbaits.
White bass are good on minnows
and silver spoons. Crappie are fair
on minnows over brush piles.

TRAVIS: Water clear; 67 degrees;
24.50’ low. Black bass to 6
pounds are good on crawfish
crankbaits, watermelon worms,
and jigs in 15-38 feet. Crappie
are fair on minnows and pink tube
jigs in 20-40 feet.

WALTER E. LONG: Water clear; 70
degrees. Black bass are slow.
Hybrid striper are fair on minnows
and worms. Crappie are fair on
minnows.

WEATHERFORD: Water lightly
stained; 53-56 degrees; 5.29’
low. Black bass are good on
finesse worms, jerkbaits and
spinnerbaits around docks and on
rocky points. Crappie are good in
the fishing barge and boat slips
on minnows and green/chartreuse
with pink head jigs.

WHITNEY: Water clear; 8.99' low.
Black bass are fair on watermelon,
watermelon red, and watermelon gold
spinnerbaits, crankbaits, and Rat-L-
Traps. Crappie are good on minnows.

WICHITA: Water stained and
clearing; 48 degrees; 0.69’ low.
Crappie are fair on minnows and
live shad around the dam and
pavilion poles. Hybrid striper and
white bass are fair on minnows
or live shad around the dam and
pavilion poles.

WRIGHT PATMAN: Water lightly
stained; 52-58 degrees; 4.19’ high.
Black bass are fair on spinnerbaits,
flukes and jigs. Crappie are fair to
good on minnows and jigs.

SALTWATER
SCENE

NORTH SABINE: Trout and redfish are
good in the river on live
shad. Trout are .
fair to good un- i
der the birds _{- -
inthe middle ™

of the lake on S

soft plastics and

topwaters.

SOUTH SABINE: Trout are fair to good
while drifting shell and pods of shad.
Bull redfish are good at the jetty on
crabs and shrimp. Flounder are fair to
good around the cuts and bayous leading
to the lake.

BOLIVAR: Redfish are good in Rollover
Pass on natural baits. Flounder are fair
to good on the shorelines on jigs tipped
with shrimp.

TRINITY BAY: Trout are fair to good in
4-7 feet of water while working slicks
and pods of mullet. Redfish fair to good
around the spillway on natural baits.
Birds have worked on the north shoreline
when the wind allows.

EAST GALVESTON BAY: Trout are fair to
good while drift-

ing shell in ﬂ -
4-6 feet of

water on soft

plastics. Birds have

worked on the north shoreline.

WEST GALVESTON BAY: Trout have been
caught while drifting shell and mud. Bull
redfish and sharks have been taken at
the jetty on natural baits. Bull reds and
red snapper are good in state waters.
TEXAS CITY: Flounder are fair along the
edge of the channel on mud minnows.
Bull reds and sand trout are good on
shrimp.

FREEPORT: Bull redfish are good at the
jetty on shrimp and crabs. Flounder
fair to good at San Luis Pass on soft
plastics tipped with shrimp and mud
minnows.

EAST MATAGORDA: Trout are fair to good
while drifting over shell. Waders have
taken better trout over shell and mud.
ROCKPORT: Trout are fair to good over
shell and mud for waders working top-
waters and soft plastics in Copano Bay.
Redfish are good on live shrimp under a
cork while drifting the Estes Flats.
PORT ARANSAS: Sand trout and redfish
are good at the jetty on shrimp. Redfish
are fair to good around East Flats and
Dagger Island on Gulps and shrimp.
Bull redfish are good at the jetty on
crabs, finger mullet, cut-bait and fresh
table shrimp.

CORPUS CHRISTI: Redfish are good in
the channels and deep holes on natural
baits. Trout are fair to good from the
piers at night on live bait.

BAFFIN BAY: Good catches of trout have
been taken under

lights at night

inthe Land = . e, ]
Cut on live ¥
shrimp and

glow plastics. Trout and redfish are
good on the edge of the channel on soft
plastics.

PORT MANSFIELD: Trout are good around
pods of bait on topwaters and soft plas-
tics. Redfish are good in the surf around
East Cut on natural baits.

SOUTH PADRE: Redfish are good on the
flats on DOA Shrimp and Gulps. Snook
are good in the Brownsville Ship Chan-
nel on shrimp and DOA Shrimp.

PORT ISABEL: Trout and redfish are good
on the edge of the Intracoastal as tides
recede. Redfish are good around the
spoils on live shrimp, Gulps and DOA
Shrimp under popping corks. Trout are
fair to good over sand and grass on the
same baits.

GCMboats.com GCMboats.com GCMboats.com

ER BOAT SELECTION!

-2 779-0500

GCMboats.com

Corpus Christi
0 522-2449

Hitchcock

2205X
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Dec. 20-21: Fly-casting lessons will
be held at Cabela’s in Fort Worth. Call
(817) 337-2400 for details.

Jan. 2-11: The Houston Boat Show will
be held at the Reliant Center. Call (713)
526-6361 for information.

Jan. 8-11: The Dallas
Safari Club Conven-
tion will be held

at Dallas Market
Hall. Call (972)
980-9800 or visit
biggame.org for
information.

Jan. 9-11: Trout Days will be held on the
Nueces River including a trout tourna-
ment at Park Chalk Bluff near Uvalde.
For information, call (800) 210-0380
or visit thcrr.com.

OUTDOOR DATEBOOK

Jan. 10: The National Wild Turkey
Federation Southwest Texas Leadership
Conference will be held at Lady Bird
Johnson Park in Fredericksburg. For
information, contact Tony at (830) 990-
2070 or fbgtx@yahoo.com.

Jan. 15-18: The Austin Boat Show will

be held at the Austin Convention Center.

Call (512) 494-2238 for information.

Jan. 16-18: The Houston 8
Safari Club Convention will
be held at The Woodlands
Waterway Marriott Hotel.
Call (713) 623-8844 or
visit houstonsafariclub.org
for details.

Jan. 17-18: The Challenged ~SAFARI CLIER

Outdoorsmen Youth hunt
will be held at Lake Wright Patman,

Clear Springs area. For information,
contact Dearil at (903) 748-2437 or
dearilw@aol.com.

Jan. 17: The Rotary Club of Port Aransas
will hold a Casino Night and Fish Fry.
Visit rotaryporta.com for information.

Jan. 17: The Bass Champs South Region

tournament will be held at Lake Amistad.

Call Joy at (817) 439-3274 or visit
basschamps.com for information.

Jan. 22 -25: The Coastal Bend
Marine Dealers 52nd Annual Boat
Show will be held at American Bank
Center. Contact Carol at (361) 643-
2258 or portlandmarine@aim.com

for information.

Jan. 22: The Graham Ducks Unlim-
ited dinner will be held at The Arena in

Graham. Call Matt at (940) 521-0985
for information.

Jan. 24: The Texins Archery Club banquet
will be held at Brookhaven Country Club in
Dallas. Call Doug at (972) 998-9480 for
information.

Jan. 24: The Bass Champs East Region
tournament will be held at Sam Ray-
burn. Call Joy at (817) 439-3274 or
visit basschamps.com for information.

Jan. 24: The Cypress Creek National
Wild Turkey Federation dinner will

be held at the Gilmer Civic Center.
Contact Marvin at (903) 238-3006 or
wtbigdade@yahoo.com for information.

Jan. 24: The Big Thicket Ducks Unlim-
ited dinner will be held at the Cleveland
Civic Center. For information, contact

Brenda at (281) 592-5495 or Brenda_
burns@sbcglobal.net.

Jan. 29-Feb. 1: The San Antonio Boat
Show will be held at the Alamodome.
For information, call (512) 481-1777 or
e-mail staff@sanantonioboatshow.com.

Jan. 31: The Hill Country SCI dinner
will be held at the YO Hotel in Kerrville.
Contact Ward at (830) 896-6714 or
ward@omniglobal.net for information.

Jan. 31: The Texas Hill Country RMEF Big
Game banquet will be held at the Com-
munity Center in Georgetown. Call Aaron
at (512) 260-3003 for information.

Jan. 31: The Gulf Coast NWTF dinner
will be held at the Charles T. Doyle Con-
vention Center in Texas City. Call Troy at
(281) 534-2890 for information.

CHANGING SEASONS: The state is collecting comments on proposed changes to the pheasant season. Photo by David J. Sams.

Pheasant

Continued from Page 8

arooster with a 20-inch tail.”

Terry Gray of Collinsville, OKla., his
brother Mark of Austin, and his son,
Aaron Maass of Dallas, hunted with a
group of 12 in Moore County on open-
ing day.

“It was great,” Gray said. “There were
lots of birds — we all limited by 12:15.”

Gray said the birds were more coop-
erative in the northern Panhandle.

“These held real tight,” he said. “We
had to walk right up on them — there
were more birds in the CRP than in the

pivot corners of fields.”

Texas Parks and Wildlife is asking
hunters to consider possible changes to
the traditional first weekend in Decem-
ber opening date.

“The purpose of this discussion is to
gain feedback from hunters and land-
owners regarding the possibility of
opening future pheasant seasons the Fri-
day after Thanksgiving to afford hunters
a three-day holiday weekend to enjoy
pheasant hunting,” said Vernon Bevill,
TPW game bird program director.

The current pheasant season frame-
work calls for opening the first Satur-
day in December for 30 consecutive

days. The length of the season will not
change, officials said, possibly resulting
in the season being closed a portion of
the week between Christmas and New
Year’s Day.

TPW will continue to gather public
input through December and will con-
duct informal scoping meetings in the
Panhandle during January before con-
sidering initiating a formal proposal.

All rule change proposals will be pre-
sented to the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Commission for consideration in Janu-
ary. Any change to pheasant season
could take effect Nov. 27, 2009 or Nov.
26, 2010.

Mullet

Continued from Page 10

“Most of the year I fish shrimp un-
der a popping cork,” said Rockport
guide Capt. Robert Brooks. “But dur-
ing the winter I'll be throwing either
soft plastics or MirroLures.

“I'll also throw some slow-sink-
ing MirroLures. And, if we have a few

warm days and I see a lot of mullet
moving around, I'll also throw some
big topwaters.”

Until the water begins to warm in
the spring, big trout, redfish and other
bay species will continue to key on
mullet. Regardless of whether you pre-
fer to use plastic or the real thing, this
is the time to feed 'em fish instead of
shrimp.

Blotches

Continued from Page 10

them backin.

“Blotches also appeared in Texas
waters about the same time that spe-
cial limits began to force anglers to
C&R adult-size bass,” Mann wrote, ref-
erencing Lake Fork and its special slot
limits that send the bass back more
often than not.

But Bowser didn’t buy Mann’s ex-
planation. He said at people can theo-
rize all they want, but no scientific
data support any of it.

The reason for the spots remains an
unknown.

“l don’t know why black spots
would show up due to stress,” he said.
“We consider it an oddity but don’t
think there’s anything there that’s
detrimental to the fish.”

Reds

Continued from Page 10

“The water temperature is still in
the mid-60s, so there are still quite a
few fish along the shorelines and in
the back lakes. But there are also a lot
of redfish being caught on the deeper
reefs.

“Wherever you are, there have been
a lot of small fish. People are going
out and catching 30, 40 or 50 redfish
in a day. They may end up catching a
couple of limits of slot fish, but they’re
also catching a lot of undersized fish
mixed in.

“But there’s a lot of action.”

Lala said oversized reds are coming
in as well.

“Several guys I know and fish with
have taken big bulls off the deeper
reefs over the past few weeks. Those
bigger fish were caught with bait. But,

you can catch the smaller fish — in-
cluding slot-size fish — on artificials.”

Along the Lower Coast, winter often
doesn’t set in until January — if at all.
This year, however, Old Man Winter
has been blowing substantially cool
air into the Texas tropics since Septem-
ber. This hasn’t hindered the redfish
action, though.

“We're catching plenty of redfish,”
said Laguna Vista resident Cruz La-
mas. “I've caught quite a few fish
along the west side. South Cullen Bay
and Airport Cove have been good. But
I've also caught some really good fish
on the east side around Gas Wells.

“I've actually caught a lot of fish
fairly shallow — especially between
fronts. Some I've caught on fly, and
some ['ve caught on plastics. But on
those warm days between fronts, it re-
ally doesn’t seem to matter. The fish
have really been turned on.”
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Bucks

Continued from Page 8

park is on federal property, officials say, the charges
could be even more serious.

Crime Stoppers offered a $5,000 reward for in-
formation leading to the poacher’s arrest. Also,
Precinct 3 Commissioner Steve Radack offered a
privately funded $5,000 reward.

“I'm outraged by this, and obviously a lot of peo-
ple are outraged as well,” Radack told the Houston
Chronicle. “Any person who goes in and attacks an
animal in captivity is just the lowest of the low.”

In Wichita Falls, rumors began to spread that a
27-point buck shot Nov. 7 was taken at Lucy Park.
The deer was well-known to Game Warden Pat
Canan because it was observed for the past two years

LoneStar Outdoor News

through a remote camera west of the park. Canan
said the 6 1/2-year-old deer was with a doe when he
was shot and speculated the buck had moved east
into the park during mating season.

The two poachers were caught after the buck
turned up at a local taxidermy shop. They initially
claimed they shot it outside the park but later co-
operated fully, Canan said. The pair face potential
fines and restitution totaling $20,000 and could
face other misdemeanor or state jail felony charges.

Wichita Falls city officials confirmed that a city
parks department employee is now suspended from
work because of the investigation.

Replicas of the buck’s antlers will be placed in
Operation Game Thief trailers to be taken around
the state for public education.

—Staffreports.
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Retriever

Continued from Page 8

when time off from his former job as
a Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources conservation officer wasn't
allowed because of the state’s firearms
deer hunting season.

Rorem retired from the job after 27
years in 2004.

Owner Oman was impressed with the
team of his dog and handler Rorem.

“They are quite a team, and that
is what makes winning special,” he
said. “I think Willie’s shown us all he
has heart and fortitude — as big as the
state of Texas.”

Desktop bronzes make excellent Christmas gifts

Bronzes by Ron Schaefer

2716 FM 708
Clifton, Texas 76634
254-675-3237

ronschaeferartist.com
headsabovetherest.com

Please visit us at the Dallas

Safari Club convention,
booth #392, 394, 396

Hated By Other Boat Brands.
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AgRAOSS ooter Solution on Page 28 Pheasant Enchiladas Ala Blanca
. A wingshooter’s quarry )
4. Term for a tackle-busting bass 1 F % ] T A 4 to 6 pheasant breasts pieces. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

9. A male pheasant

White wine for simmering
2 10.5-ounce cans

Mix breasts, sour cream and 3 ounces of
chilis, and spread thin layer of mixture

. Canada honker

11. A species of grouse

. A large member of the deer family

. A name for the sea bass

. A game bird

. Action to eject a fired casing

. A type of sight

. To analyze game tracks

. A type of fishing lure

. A game bird

. A species of perch

.How ____ do you fish?

. The arrow is his ammo

. A group of decoys

. The name for the expert
fisherman

. Shot fired without careful aim

. Type of big game lures

. Trap part

. Mammal snared for the fur

. The pelt

. Worn by outdoorsmen for
rain gear

46. Act of carrying boat overland

47. They kill many deer every year

DOWN

1. A sign of deer in the area

2. A lake bird

3. Part of fishing gear

4. A game bird

5. Hunting and fishing regulation
6. The wild boar

7. A pheasant’s night-time haven
8. A nuisance insect to fishermen
11. A method of hunting

. Reel holding the line

. Hunter’s give these TLC

. To insert the ammo

] 3
]

111

17. The object of the hunt
20. A fish species,
21. A deer resting place

fish

LL]
4

22. Teeth of some game can reveal

this
25. Very large on the muley
26. Food source for deer
27. Trapped for the fur
29. A predator of small game
30. Hunters call them varmints
32. A bowman’s association

35. A style of hunting or fishing
36. Bucks do this to warn of danger

.4-I

37. Do this to your hunting routes
39. Part of icefishing gear
40. A compass is useful in strange

41. A freshwater fish
43. A rugged kind of fishing

Outdoor Puzzler,
Wilbur “Wib” Lundeen

cream of chicken soup
1 pint sour cream
1- 4-ounce can chopped green chilis
12 flour tortillas
34-cup onion, diced
1 to 2 cups grated cheddar cheese
1to 2 cups grated
Monterrey jack cheese
Chopped green onion for garnish

Simmer pheasant breasts in wine for
3 hours. Shred or chop breast into small

in bottom of 12x9 pan. Spread equal
amounts of mixture down the middle
of each tortilla, saving some for the top.
Sprinkle each tortilla with chopped
onion and cheese, saving some cheese
for the top. Roll up tortillas and place,
seam side down, in pan. Pour remain-
ing cream mixture over the top and
sprinkle with remaining cheese. Bake
25 to 30 minutes. Garnish with green
onion and remaining green chilis.

— Recipe from Rancho Ala Blanca.

Smoked Deer-Feral Hog Link Sausage

S pounds of well-trimmed venison

5 pounds of lean hog meat

5 pounds of hog fat or bacon ends

4.5 ounces of Adkins Sausage Seasoning
3 teaspoons of Prague #1 powder

6 teaspoons of liquid smoke

1 quart of ice water

2 tablespoons of hickory salt

4 tablespoons of red pepper flakes

6 ounces of soy protein concentrate

Grind meat and fat separately. Mix
by hand in a large bowl. Add spices in
ice water and pour over mixture. Mix
by hand and stuff into 1- to 112-inch
diameter casings. Smoke for 6 hours at
165 degrees. Makes 15 pounds of links.

— Recipe from TEXNAT.

Venison Dog Biscuits

1 cup whole wheat flour

1 cup cornmeal

12 cup wheat germ

12 cup cooked ground venison
12 cup vegetable oil

legg

12 cup beef broth

12 teaspoon salt

Mix dry ingredients and add to the

wet ingredients. Roll mixture out to
about half an inch thick.

Cut into appropriate shapes with
cookie cutters and bake at 350 to 400
degrees for 25 to 30 minutes, or until
Crisp.

Store in an airtight container in the
refrigerator or freezer.

— Recipe from Missouri
Department of Conservation.
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A few books for fighting cabin fever

When the season ends or the sun
sets, turn the page to one of these

weather keeps them inside more this
time of year, some like to read — and

A good number of outdoorsper-
sons have nearly every gadget and
piece of equipment imaginable for
their favorite outdoor activities.
But when shorter days and colder

hunting and fishing. Here are a few
choices from Lone Star Outdoor News.

“Hunting The American West”

From the Boone and Crockett Club
comes this coffee table book that fea-
tures rich historical photography and
tells the story of just how important
big game hunting was to the Ameri-
can West. Authored by Richard C.
Rattenbury of Edmond, Okla., “Hunt-
ing the American West” starts with
aboriginal hunters and carries readers
into the period where market hunters
nearly cleared the plains of wildlife for
the sake of fashion and food. It is 412
pages of knowledge with 125 color
photos and illustrations from the 19th
century.

$49.95 ($39.95 for B&C members)
Boone & Crockett, (888) 840-4868

“Knowing Bass”

Bass anglers love to read about
bass, but many lack information
about the science of bass fishing,
especially with emphasis on the fish
more than the fisherman. “Knowing
Bass” by Keith A. Jones, Ph. D., was
written in 2002 and has now been
published by The Lyons Press. Jones’
discoveries from more than 20 years
in the lab and on the water include
what bass see, hear, smell and taste;
how smell and taste control feeding
behavior; and what factors make bass
strike your lures — and what makes
them shy away.

KNOWING

$26.95 in hardcover KEITH A. JONES, Ph.Dx

amazon.com, Barnes & Noble

learn —about their favorite activities:

“The Gigantic Book of Hunting Stories”

Everyone likes a good story, and hunters tell
some of the best. “The Gigantic Book of Hunting
Stories” comes from the Theodore Roosevelt
Conservation Partnership celebrating the 150th
anniversary of the former president’s birthday.
Edited by Jay Cassell, the stories” authors read
like a list from the hunting hall of fame, with
names like Roosevelt, Aldo Leopold, Rick Bass,
Zane Grey and even Charles Dickens. And
gigantic is right — the book has 782 pages. But
don't let that scare you — there are more than
110 stories, enough for many short sits.

$24.95, free to those who donate $35 to TRCP
amazon.com

The IGANTIC BOOK o

HuUNTING STORIES

“Shotgunning: The Art and the Science”

The late Bob Brister served as the outdoor editor
at the Houston Chronicle for more than 40 years
and was the shooting editor of Field & Stream for
more than a decade. But it was in the shooting
sports where he was most known and recognized
as one of the top authorities. His book is now avail-
able in its second edition. After more than 30 years
since its original printing, it remains a must-read
for shotgunners. With more than 200 photos and
step-by-step instructions on how to master shoot-
ing for competition or game, Brister covers topics
including cross firing, shotgun kick, gun and trigger
fitting, techniques for target and game shooting and
choosing chokes and loads.

2 & lakry o =

$29.95
Skyhorse Publishing, (212) 643-6816

Baok Brisger

“The Black Mouse”

Long-time outdoorsman and
writer Robert L. Warren takes
readers through five generations of
hunting and fishing stories with a
twist — the stories are told in the
voices of the kids in his family. In
“The Black Mouse,” readers may
recognize two of them, twin broth-
ers Alan and Keith, who each host
outdoor TV shows. Adventures from
short-range misses to a first buck
to lessons learned in the field show
the importance of adult mentors
who connect city kids to the wild.

$12
amazon.com

Experience The Ultimate

Total Performance Fishing M

my

achines...
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SHOTGUNNING
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PRODUCTS

M-1 MILLENNIUM’S »
CLIMBING STAND
The 24-pound, all-aluminum
stand by Hunting Selutions Inc.
folds flat and can be worn as a
backpack for easy transport to the
hunting destination. The stand’s
“sure grip teeth” provide for a safe
and sturdy ascent while the
levelers enable users to level the
stand while climbing, and
its contoured sling seat provides
comfort. It has a 300-pound
capacity and sells for
about $350.
www.huntingsolutionsusa.com
(601) 932-5832

QUIKSLIDE

< TWO-BARREL
UTILITY MAT
Place this insulated mat by
Mud River Dog Products in the back
of your pickup the next time you go
hunting. It will keep your truck interior
clean and make your four-legged
hunting companion more
comfortable. One side of the utility
mat is covered in wax canvas, the
other in a 410-nylon fabric. The
68-inch by 56-inch mat features
adjustable straps for a custom fit
and is easily cleaned and dried.
www.mudriverdogproducts.com
(479) 927-2447

N

STRINGER SYSTEM ~
Removable snaps that eliminate the need to untie or pull the stringer from
the water when adding fish. It can be used in saltwater or fresh. The flex-

SPORTSMEN’S
ible seven-strand stainless-steel PVC-coated cable is non-abrasive to protect

STAIN REMOVER

Part of Hoppe’s Elite product
line, this biodegradable, non-toxic
cleanser is formulated to remove
bloodstains and powder residue
from any washable garment. Use
it to pre-treat stains before
laundering. Available in 4- and
16-ounce spray bottles, it sells for
$7.95 and $9.95.
www.hoppes.com
(800) 423-3537

against boat damage. The snaps’ double-swivel action reduces tangling and
keeps fish alive. Also included is a “snap carrier” that clips onto the angler’s

belt or onto the stringer for
ready access. Available in 3-,
6- and 14-foot lengths, it sells
for about $13 to $17.
www.quikslide.com

(480) 983-7493

-~~~ SHADALICIOUS
SWIMBAIT
Strike King’s new soft
plastic swimbait features
lifelike actions and colors
that will entice bigger fish. It can
be rigged on either an open jig
head or with a weighted hook. The
hollow-body swimbait is available
in six colors and four sizes
312,412,512and6 12
inches long). It sells for about $8.
www.strikeking.com

Ist ANNUAIL DBC NEW

S DIEER AUCTION

January 16-17, 2009 Marriott Hotel Round Rock, Texas

OVER 200 LOTS INCLUPING
20 PREMIUM <ELECT <EMEN LOTS
20 PREMIUM <ELECT DOE LOTE

Bid Online At;
LiveAuctions: TV

For More Information or to Reserve a Booth Space

Contact:
Cory Traub - (B30)896.5467
Karen Sphar - (512)227.6789
Or visit us on the web at:

WWW.DEERBREEDERSCO-OP.COM ‘
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CLASSIFIEDS

P e e o . . H H H i
r = exasTackle | Frio County Ranch Private Bass Fishing Airstream For 5ale
! I . I 411 acres. Two miles off [H-35. 9 ponds * Room & Board i
5“' “ H in EI FII Brs 1 Both sides of Frio River with three Boats & Motors =
see Demo bridges. Four-bedroom house, Rods & Reels
viden | | BARBEQUE RUBS & SEASONINGS 1-acre catfish pond, Friday noon — Sunday noon

Visit Web site

I The NEW and PATENTED split ring pliers that I
thousands of users say “the best EVER in split I
ring history.”

To order:
www.BigAlsTexasRubs.com

50+ acres of irrigated oats,
350 acres of brush country.

Ti-Toot 6§ model with minimal e
Full Ibtchasn. Ohven Sstorwe, AT, Mew wood
P, Shpeps F ool onabdy, Bk, showir,

50-100 fich per day

I Available at your tackle dealer, Cabela's, | ALAN (BIG AL) VOGEL Lots of deer, turkey, hogs and Bl Whithold - bcdlet., Soerec system, new porch materta,
I Amazon.com, TackleWarehouse.com. I 214-418-0792 other game. Game managed for 210-494—-6421 | Bt InB  TE, $8,500
| PO Bex &31239, Richardson, TX 75063 | BigAl@BigAlsTexasRubs.com 12+ years. $5,000 per acre. www billwhitfiold_com & 210-710-3708
p 1500437 3521, wew. TexasTackle.com Plano, Texas Call 512-844-6454 Pl iy
{p il freeds o dife Yourh Texas . . g
Brmust country one Bowr from Lan_ilmiomio Seven Bal' RanCh FlShmgTexasonllne.COln “"n I It' f 1.;'.-__. -
Guided Varmint Hunts & » ! i L
T'E'Fﬂm 'R-‘In'c& Hunting over 10,000 acres in Archer County, H . T . . n “sm m ‘m# L
S0 F0A-F009 Texas for 30 years. untin Xas( )nlme. i b
; J | Guided varmint hunts are a thrill to remember. g € com “II-E H"!u FE“ EE sw_ﬁH NS TRGFH.f

Whilelail L I fl Calling bobcats and Coyotes day and night. WE SF'EELALIIE | H
Aowsdad e | We will hunt from 3p.m. to 9p.m. o“ . °
. then fi 5a.m. to 9a.m.
i The friendliest 8’ GAME FENCE WHITETAIL RANCH
ackbuck $250 per man. 2 man maximum
@l hored Call for available dates. forums Ofice: 281-468-2920 Eaoking Corporate 'Whiterad Haris
Red Stag 940 5742239 . ” Cell: 281-380-2102 swannstrophywhitetalranch.com
www.sevenbarranch.com /1] Texas . '

Scimitar-homed Oryx

Email: mike29h)@sbeglobal com

Elam Swann $03-574-4705 elamEvyler.net

. . Ranch, Recreational &
Gun Bluing Specialty Shop C 3\7 A D 0 R ES GUAJILLO RANCH JAILPRO ’ ,
We specialize in Hot Caustic . - 999+/- Acres SRR, L Investment Properties
’ Duitiery i I o | . .
Rust and Nitre Bluing as well as Gaghded Whitetail Hants Kinney County JIM MULLEN e Properties available from
Parkerizing, Stainless Steel B[Ulng 4 ‘_"-'\- n-.||"|..'!-c on g I.|'\-|'h-: in chaap I!R.n.f ™ REDUCED PRICE Certsled Wildlife Biolagist 10— 25,000 acres
. oy & St hildtuls, Caglcs . .
and Stock Restoration Bupes Exocs; Deves & Cul Las Moras Creek, road frontage, Wildlile Copmalbant / R Brokor 16 offices serving the entire state
) ) . Woghy Whietals st o 32000, fenced, house, hunters cabin, well, SPRCLALIFING I8 EUVER RER
Mention this ad for 10% discount pvidusis, Oroup, Sow ..|-:;.-.-I.1..h?n ; electricity, minerals. Great LET U FID Y00 W SOUTH Ticas Ranch Investments
944 Cedar Crest Dr 548 cliry Bari, ELAlETRES B hunting / recreational property. LR 800.447.8604
Justin, TX 76247 i P e e LAS MORAS REALTY Coll: 210.200-4846
Phone: 214-316-3503 il fow mviuicle dhwien. Barbara (Bobbie) Voss " - 1 www.ranchinvestments.com
B0 1 emall: quallpro@shoglobal. met : :
ansleyclarence@yahoo.com pem Latackot il e 1-830-563-5504 e info@ranchinvestments.com

HIL SPORT

Large Mature

Quality Ranches For Sale

In Montague, Jack, Jones,

Place your classified
advertising in the

. South Texas whitetails Throckmorton & Johnson Counties Lone Star Outdoor News
K .|I:|II'-|E-:_l |.':.I;'H.. E::I:l |.:-:1-:I:Fhl:.|ll:;l:|l" from 160 acres to 3000 acres and ex(ﬁtearlf]galekt)gi_resuns
_ Flaating Fishing Docks Buck hunts starting 914-616-1305 Broker The 2"x 2"
Mak er of the highly sought after & Boat Docks t $950 and ) classified will get the attention
GLUN MATTRESS Malntenance-Free, Long Lasting Fun d and up Photos,l:viaps, &];eta'IS@ necessary to say SOLD!
Bowhunters welcome www.hrcranch.com $50 per month (two issues).
HILCO EZ Dock of Texas Call (214) 361-2276
Harlingen. TX B800-654-B148 Call (956) 802-7229 or -~ Ask for Mike Hughs or
BDO-45]1-9236 (956) 457-7095 HORTEMNSTIMI e-mail ad to
www hilsport.com www.ezdocktexas.com RANCH COMPAN mhughs@lonestaroutdoornews.com.

% Texas' Prevrier Ounldoor Newspaper &

Texas’ Premier
Outdoor Newspaper

Get the most cuwrvent bunting and fishing information in print
(including reports, tips, features, product reviews and conservation news two times a month)

from across the Lone Star state.
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www.supportdri.org

February 12 - 14, 2009
Abilene, Texas

Hunter Package
$1,750

Local transportation fromfo
aursﬂr‘t. hotel head-quariers
and hunting sites.

You will be included
on a team of 3 huniers,
1 celebrity, guides and dogs

2 Colebrity Dinner tickets
2 Admissions for Covey Call

2 Seats for Private Party
West Texas lunches

Shells, hunt shirt, vest
and cap

Team picture

or
325-677-6815

CALL FOR A DEALER NEAR You!

903.677.3141

6N MEEDMORE 5T, * ATHENS, TX 75751

* WD LLOMNMANLIFCOM

FPihenglass Deer & Duck Blinds » Tacuers » Fecdena » Fag “Traps

WINDY WAYS: Wind can be used to anglers’ advantage. In a lake, surface currents, which are generated by
wind, are different from bottom currents, which are affected by the Earth’s rotation.

Currents

Continued from Page 1

north winds could cause water levels to rise slightly
in the southern part of a lake and fall in the north.

For fishermen, windward shorelines can pro-
duce good action. Waves aerate water by trapping
oxygen. Winds and currents also concentrate
plankton. Shad, minnows and other baitfish feed
upon the microscopic organisms pushed against
the windward shoreline.

“Many people think winds blow baitfish against
the windward shoreline,” said Todd Driscoll, a
TPW biologist in Jasper. “That’s not true. A shad
can swim against the wind current. Instead, winds
blow plankton against the shore, where shad eat
the plankton. Just like bass, shad will go where they
can find food. A concentration of active shad in an
area gets bass excited and makes them bite better.”

Wind also serves to hide anglers from fish. On
calm days, fish can see shadows or outlines silhou-
etted against the sky. Ripples break up the surface,
making objects more difficult to see. Wave noise
can muffle sounds made by anglers. In a clear lake
such as Amistad, a little wind chop can help an-
glers sneak up on bass.

“Lake Amistad is so clear; it’s not good when
the water is flat calm,” said Debra Hengst, a profes-
sional angler from San Antonio. “I like about 10 to

15 knots, something to break up the water. On a
windy day at Lake Amistad, I pick up a big spinner-
bait and run from point to point. When the water
is up like it is now, I like heavy spinnerbaits, those
in the 3/4- to 1-ounce range.”

The effect of discharges of water from a reser-
voir depends largely on its size and the makeup of
the river channels. Although people can see water
pouring through open gates in a dam, such a re-
lease may only cause minimal effect in the large
reservoir. But at smaller impoundments like Lake
Fork, it’s a long-standing theory that when the
gates are open, the fish don't bite.

“When a dam opens in a reservoir, it does cre-
ate slightly more current, but it’s mostly localized,”
Driscoll said. “The effect of the dam opening de-
pends heavily upon the layout of the lake. For in-
stance, when the gates open on a dam in a riverine
impoundment, it creates an incredibly powerful
current rushing down the channel. In a broad lake
with multiple creek channels like Sam Rayburn or
Toledo Bend, the effect would be minimal. The
current won't be very noticeable a few hundred
yards from the dam on either of those lakes.”

However generated, current affects fishing by
positioning bass, moving more bait around or
helping oxygenate water.

Knowing how those currents work could put
more lunkers in the livewell.

“We Live Hunting & Fishing”
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FLIP IT...
FLIP IT GOOD.

Introducing The New Booyah Flipstah.

What do you get when you combine the fun of playing a video
game with a simulation of on-the-water casting? The New
Booyah Flipstah. Hone your flippin’ and pitchin' skills while
having fun with the whole family. Great for beginners or
seasoned anglers. Includes a foldable lake mat, multiple
realistic targets, two magnetic jigs, LED scoreboard and a
wireless remote control.

“The Booyal Flipstah will take your casting skills [o a
whole new level. Whether you're a beginner or lournament
angier, the Flipstah is a must for every fishermarn.

You can play up to three different games with up to four
players each, right in the comfort of your living room!

7 Learn to flip and pitch like the pros

7 Great tool for developing pinpoint casting accuracy
7 LED scoreboard with sound

7 Two moveable stumps to increase difficulty

7 Dock target with LED lights

7 Fun for all ages

99 Part No. 250-577-00

- Alon Jones
2008 Basemaster Classic Champlon

BT YA
Fligstafh

A Bass Pro Shops® Exclusive!
1-800-BASSPRO / www.basspro.com
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THUNDERBIRD HUNTING Offshore and Bay fishing Duck, Goose and Finest Fishing Lodge in Matagorda
CLUB & LODGE 30°Stamas = Dove Hunting I MlChlgan Ell_gIHuntlng
21’ Shallowsport } -: & 40,000 Acres F I i ‘_'_ Where the bull’s :

Fucbsiiive Padiyladaal & 1 ompeosdand
Wazrirs | Memmarahips %
A Figar rali hor BEETy U [
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Capt. Scott Hickman

South Texas 3218 Coral Ridge Ct.

Deer and Turkey eague City, TX 77573

: (281) 535-1930
g Fax: (281) 535-1935
10,000 Acres www.circleh.org

bugle resonates
in your soul

Fishing Matagorda Bays Bay & Offshore Fishing Hunting hundreds
David & Jody Cassady - Owners Office: 979-863-1143 Of acres

www.FullStringerLodge.com

David's Cell: 979-479-5455

Jody's Cell: 979-429-1914 info@michiganelkhunting.com - (23] )357-9987

i P Pheasants
(g T !"'; £ Quail
5 ffwmm Excellent

season-long
John Gasper 785-346-2697 pheasant and quail
Oshorne, KS 785-316-6342 hunting

You-make-the-call hunting lodge - You decide what happens when!

Now booking duck hunts
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Whitetail .
& Exotic AL
Al Mardizo
Turkey Hunts Hunts i'@ % Wi g
x ST
sl £ BEAT FO-2TO6
EL RICH TEXAS CAMP COOLEY BANEH Dot H7RAREE- 1541
A2ST D Consery Aoad Call WFQAID4-ATTY
T BT Blirirry il RANCY PO Fagrisbe TX 77858 FA g
BT e R e AT iaLA0N www.campcooleyhunting.com

M p— alen@campcooleyhunting.com

Hill Country Hunts

Summer time Axis special
Fully guided hunts, meals and lodging included, on
3000 acres of prime hill country habitat
tnt-outfitters.com KT
Taylor (830)640-3275
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Gold and Silver Medal Blackbuok
Gold and Silver Madal Axis Deor
Soimatar Oryx

Trophy Whitetail Ranch

I

Colorado Big Game Hunts
Mule deer, Elk, and Black Bear

Hunt 15,000 privately owed acres,
meals, lodging, and guides included.

- We have t vailable for 2 n
ey T S ‘e have tags available for 2008 seasol W
www.icctrophywhitetailranch.com

- ishalet tnt-outfitters.com
B 90045887 T

i vy Pl W T T

For more infomj\,t_igx}ncig2::\?;5;:._3;72{9292 or visit 10100 CR 4028 Kemp, TX 75143 Taylor Horton (830)640-3275 u'h'-rﬂ =g
Lecated in the South Central Flyway
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PROFILE YOUR BUSINESS

It’s easy to advertise on this page — just send us your business card, and let us know how many weeks you want your ad to run. Purchase 6 months of advertising and your busi-
ness will be profiled with a photo in this section. Outfitter Listings: $80 per month, twoissues. Please include either a check or credit card billing information with your order. Mail
to Mike Hughs, Lone Star Outdoor News, 9304 Forest Lane, Suite 114 South, Dallas, TX 75243 or call (214) 361-2276. E-mail: mhughs@lonestaroutdoornews.com.

CHECK IT OUT!

H'T‘“ﬂ“ﬂ-
WiN &

www.HuntersOutfitter.com

WE OFFER QUALITY HUNTING AND OUTDOOR GEAR
AND FAST AND FRIENDLY CUSTOMER SERVICE!

el I B

BLINDS AND FEEDERS
WATCHES
KNIVES & ToOLS
EAR PROTECTION

LUGGAGE & BAGS
FOOTWEAR
GIFTS FOR HUNTERS
TRAPS / SKEET

BINOCULARS AND SCOPES

HUNTING APPAREL
RAIN GEAR
GLOVES
CLOTHING AND APPAREL
LADY FILSON
EYEWEAR
FIREARM CASES
FLASHLIGHTS
GAME CALLS

O High
All-Wild Bobwhite Quail

White Wing & Mourning Dove
14 Species of Wild Duck

Luxurious Accommodations
All-Inclusive Packages
Tropical Swim-Up Bar

Gourmet Cuisine

MEXICO’S MOST EXCLUSIVE
LUXURY WINGSHOOTING RESORT

Kanc]ﬁo Ala Blanca

Abasolo, Tamaulipas, Mexico

866-694-0454 -

ranchoalablanca.com



January 8th - 11th, 2009

Arlington Convention Center

Fishing Gear
Hunting Equipment
Camping
All Family Fish-O-Rama

Show Times:
Thursday: 2-8 PM
Friday:  10-8 PM
Saturday: 10-8 PM
Sunday: 10-5PM

Tickets Available At:
www.texasfishingshow.com
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Outdoor News in Brief

Ivory smuggling
ring foiled; charges
brought against 6

Six defendants were arrested in New
York, New Jersey, Virginia and Texas
for conspiring to smuggle the ivory
of African elephants from the Ivory
Coast, Cameroon and Uganda into the
United States. Charges are pending in
a Brooklyn, N.Y., federal court.

The complaint alleges that two de-
fendants paid one trafficker $15,000
to smuggle a shipment of ivory from
Cameroon into the United States.
However, most of the defendants’
ivory was sent, via parcel, through JFK
International Airport, accompanied

Show *'Mea B

Application st our DFW
Faeility

= Custom Camo Senl
Cirvpii

v |aterion Exterar
Spoedlnar Bedliner
Application

s DY Truck, Joep, D
ATY & Accand Kits
avallakbie

Supwerior Sic Sheafer
Leer Stannd

SUPERNIR FIRERGLASS
STA "H}S

"N

4x4XEFY. 1.IrI|,'].|

by fraudulent shipping and customs
documents. When U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service and Customs and Immi-
gration Enforcement inspectors exam-
ined these shipments, however, they
discovered ivory coated with clay and
resin-like substances to disguise the
ivory as wooden musical instruments,
statues and snakes. Seized ivory from
one shipment was appraised at a mar-
ket price of $165,000.

The maximum term of imprison-
ment for any defendant convicted of
smuggling is 20 years.

As set forth in the complaint, ille-
gal trade in African elephant ivory is
a cause of declining elephant popula-
tions in some areas of Africa. Importa-
tion of ivory into the United States has
been criminalized since 1976, when
the United States became a signatory

« = Conceal, Protect and
Customize your vehicle with
durabile Camowraps 3M
vinyl, I8 is the perfect
eustom salution lor amy
_wehicle new or old]

L W e e B iy = e

Lo CHAS-MACG, INC. 4 F
Leading the Ir'-.'.r..h-llf,' in Blinds and Deer Feadors Sinee |98
“I" e ANTLERS AROVI 'Il'u Rist!

Decr Stands [r||l-u| Deer Feeders - Pans & More!

Plaetfarey Tower

ALL TYPES OF
TOWERS

LrrNL e

 mdy o om P § S =
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10284 W. US Hwy 90
Del Rio, TX.
(830) 774-5222

(07 OFF

ALL ITEMS

4 FI. Tripod flveise
& [vwr Fonder

ALL TYPES OF
FEEDERS

to the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora.

— U.S. Fish and Wildlife report.

Sportsman Channel
to be on DirecTV
beginningin'09

The Sportsman Channel has
reached a distribution agreement with
DirecTV that will make the network
available to DirecTV customers by the
end of January. TSC will be available in
the Choice Xtra package.

“We are excited to be launching on
DirecTV given its position as the pre-
mier provider of sports content in the

U.S.,” said IMO CEO Jeff Paro.

IMO has shifted all of its program-
ming resources to The Sportsman
Channel, including its most popular
branded shows such as “Fly Fishing the
World,” “In-Fisherman TV” and “Pe-
tersen’s Hunting TV.” It is also creating
a slate of new shows, including “Tacti-
cal Impact” and “Arrow Affliction.”

— InterMedia Outdoors report.

Terrell angler
lands Grand Slam
Championship

Scott Dean of Terrell held on to

his lead to win the 2008 Grand Slam
Championship recently on Columbus

Pool in Columbus, Miss.

“I'm just relieved that I pulled it
off,” Dean said. “I thought I had really
messed up only bringing in three fish
(on the final day). On the first day of
the tournament, [ used a swimbait, yes-
terday I used a square-billed crankbait,
and today I caught them on a 6-inch
worm.

The top 10 tournament profession-
als and co-anglers from the Southeast
and Southwest divisions competed for
a share of more than $100,000 in cash,
bonuses and prizes. Dean will take
home a boat and motor valued at more
than $50,000.

American Bass Anglers offers more
than 1,200 tournaments per year in 41
states that are designed for the week-
end angler.

— American Bass Anglers report.

Hunting
Resort, Lie.

» 5 Hunting areas

 NO BAG LIMIT

= 200 Gundogs

* Packages Start at $161.00

# License aonly S17.50

# Professional Staff of 6B people
to serve you!

Pheasant numbers are down 20% , BUT NOT AT SHOW ME BIRDS HUNTING RESORT
Call Now! EEMTMHE or visit www.showmebirds.com

TRADITIONAL UPLAND FIELD HUNTS &d
AND LARGEST EUROPEAN STYLE SHOOTS IN AMERICA

Largest Pheasant Hunting Resort in the US!

Over 60,000 + birds a year!

Environmentally friendly

LAND clearing brushinone easy step!

Mulch hardwoods and

. f I |

Puzzle
solution
from
Page 18

To advertise in this section, please contact Mike Hughs at (214) 361-2276 or mhughs@Ilonestaroutdoornews.com.
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Trout

Continued from Page 11

also receive multiple stockings from December into March. The
Guadalupe — the only fishable location in Texas where rainbow
trout can survive during the summer — will be stocked with al-

most 17,000 trout this winter.

One public access point on the Guadalupe River has been
leased specifically for trout fishing, Camp Hueco Springs.
Special harvest restrictions are in place along a 10-mile stretch

keep one trout per day, it must be at least 18 inches in length, and
any trout harvested must be caught on artificial lures.
The special regulations zone does not include the area imme-

diately below Canyon Lake Dam. There, as in other Texas waters,
the daily bag limit is five trout, and there is no minimum length.
A valid Texas freshwater fishing package is required for trout.

Children 16 and younger and all anglers fishing from the bank in

of the Guadalupe below the tailrace. In this area, anglers may

state parks are exempt from the fishing package requirement.
The complete 2008-09 Rainbow Trout Stocking Schedule is
available at www.LSONews.com.

— Texas Parks and Wildlife report.

Does

Continued from Page 1

thing to hunt,” said Bob Zaiglin, a bi-
ologist in Uvalde.

“But,” he added, “the old philoso-
phy: ‘If you shoot a doe, where will the
next buck come from?’ — that has to
go by the wayside.

“A habitat will sustain only so many
animals, and once it’s saturated with
deer, there’s a problem.”

To illustrate, renowned biologist Al
Brothers of Berclair offered some quick
math.

“The average mature white-tailed
doe will consume five pounds of food a
day,” Brothers said. “If the average deer
season is 60 days, multiply that by five
and that’s 300 pounds of food for that
one doe.

“Now multiply that by the number of
does you need to take off your property.
Say it’s 10; that’s 3,000 pounds of food.

“But if you take those does now,
you leave 3,000 pounds of food out
there for the deer you want to survive
through the winter.”

Brothers, who helped develop the
concept of Quality Deer Management
in the 1970s, is a co-author of “Produc-
ing Quality Whitetails.”

Zaiglin chairs the wildlife manage-
ment department at Southwest Texas
Junior College in Uvalde. He also oper-
ates a consulting firm, Zaiglin’s Wild-
life Resource Management.

They agreed that doe harvests are an
essential facet of deer management.

And it can be done legally in one-
buck counties through the state’s
Managed Lands Deer Permit program,
in which landowners take population

DOE SEASON: Does can eat up to 300 pounds of food that could go to growing bucks if
the does were harvested. Photo by David J. Sams.

surveys and send the data to state bi-
ologists.

The information is used to form
harvest strategies, and doe permits are
issued.

But don’t worry about separating last
year’s fawns from their mothers’ milk,
Brothers said.

Fawns born in late summer, he said,
are generally weaned within 12 weeks,
just in time for deer season.

“If you take his mamma from him, it
won't hurt him at all,” Zaiglin said.

Brothers said that was confirmed in
a study Zaiglin co-authored 20 years
ago for Texas Tech University.

The paper resulted from a lengthy
experiment in Webb and Dimmit
counties in which Zaiglin and col-
leagues used radio collars to follow a

Chaparral

standing, Synatzske said.

dozen orphaned fawns until they were
18 months old.

The young deer were harvested, and
extensive tests on them showed that
they matured at about the same rates as
deer who were not orphaned.

Brothers and Zaiglin noted, however,
that there are practical ways to pursue a
doe harvest.

Both urged hunters to shoot females
early in the season to preserve range.

“Why wait for those does to be
bred?” Zaiglin asked. “Your bucks will
be exerting energy on breeding deer
that are going to die in late December
or early January.

“Remove them as soon as possible,
but, more importantly, remove them
whenever you can — even if they have
afetus in them.”

BirdMarker

Continued from Page 1

Chair for White-tailed Deer Re-
search at Kleberg.

“The grass began sprouting, and
it was high-quality stuff, as far as
nutrition,” said Hewitt, who super-
vised the Chaparral study. “They
hit it hard for two weeks to a month
and then the forbs came back and
the cactus dropped out of their diet.
Then some of the plants that had
been top-killed grew back.”

Hewitt said students conducting
the study saw no deer in poor physi-
cal condition. Does harvested for
the study demonstrated no signs of
abnormal pregnancies. In times of
severe physical stress, for example, a
doe can absorb a fetus.

Helicopter surveys at Chaparral
inlate summer showed a 40-percent
ratio of fawns to does.

While that number was below
the previous year, it was still out-

SOLUARE

CONTAINERS

“That’s actually more like 60 per-
cent in a regular year,” he said. “Last
year was one of the best years we've
had, and there are a lot of young
does that really can't be expected
to contribute to the population this
year.”

Synatzske said antler develop-
ment is better than last year.

Despite the unexpected turn-
around, it was still a close call. If it
hadn’t rained when it did, the story
at Chaparral might have been far
different, Synatzske said.

“We'd be harvesting a lot of deer
right now trying to enable the habi-
tat to sustain what’s there,” he said.
“Because of the rain, we’ll have bet-
ter habitat next year and the next.
We'llbe able to carry more deer than
before. The timing of the rain was
perfect. We couldn’t have planned
itany better.”

Standby hunts are available. For
information, call (830) 676-3413.

STOF LDSING DDWNED BIRDS
THRIT [T MAAK [T 1Rl 11, TAET 170

Texins Archery Club

EXPERIENCE ARCHERY!

= Northeast corner of Hwys. 75 & 635
-@. Convenient, Interesting, Safe
: & Economical Place to Shoot.

Youth and Adult Programs.

www.DallasArchery.com
214-827-7000

Clint Montgomery
Club President
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- Secure

- New or Used

- 20 ft. or 40 ft.

- Hunting Camps

- Modifications Available

- Feed/Equipment Storage

SQUARE 1 CONTAINERS

877.470.1662

ernie@sgquarelcontainers.com
www.squarelcontainers.com

The GMC Acadia provides
the cargo capacity of a
full-size SUV with the fuel
economy of a mid-size SUV.

2009 GMC ACADIA FWD  sL7 AS SHOWN $37,975**

SLE STARTING AT $32 ,B 2 5**

* AVAILABLE REMOTE START

* AVAILABLE POWER LIFTGATE

» XM RADIO WITH 3 MONTH TRIAL PERIOD'
1 YEAR ONSTAR SERVICE"
 STABILITRAK STABILITY CONTROL SYSTEM

» 3.6L 288 HORSEPOWER Vb6 MPG EPA EST.
FWD 17 CITY/24 HIGHWAY

« 100,000 MILE/5-YEAR 24/1
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE'

* 100,000 MILE/5>-YEAR GOURTESY
TRANSPORTATION'

————— SEE THE PROS AT YOUR LOCAL GMC DEALERS ———

gme.com

WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE" | T2 VT =

“EFA ost, MPG (WD 10 ooty vy and (WD) 16 Citg'23 iy

Cargo and load capacily limited by weight and distnbwtian,

““WERP Taz, title, license, deales fees and otber spbional equipmen exiea,
TEM Badio requires 3 subscriplssn, sold separately aler the firsl 90 days
Mot availabds in Alasks or Haweadi, For more information wvisel g amradio.com
PrCal 1-B0E-A0MSTAR (466-TH27) or vist castarcom far details

and systam limit ations

FWhichover comes first. See dealer for detaiks

2008 GHSTAR, All rghts resered,

2008 XM Satellite Radio dnc. All rights meserved, The XM name and refabed
npis ane segeblered rademarks ol AM Satellte Rade I

L2008 Genzral Mofors Corp, All rghts reserced
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DALLAS SAFARI CLUB

WITH

SIORTS AF

LD

D RUMBE:ATS

Dallas Convention & Expo Venues

EXPO Dallas Market Hall — 2200 Stemmons Freeway

Hall Hours: Th/Fri 10 am—6 pm, Sat 9 am—6 pm, Sun 10 am—4 pm

HOST HOTEL Hilton Anatole Hotel — 2201 Stemmons Freeway
Evening Banquets, Auctions, Ladies Luncheon and Life Member Breakfast

FEATURING

The finest licensed
guides and outfitters
from around the world

More than 900 exhibits
Taxidermists

Custom Firearms
Custom Knives
Wildlife Artists

e Free informative seminars Friday

Jewelers

Spectacular wildlife display

Silent Auction

and Saturday

World-class banquets with celebrity
guests, live entertainment and spont-
ing auctions on Wednesday, Thursday

Friday and Saturday evenings

SHOW SPECIAL
Membership Package
$100 includes 1-year sponsor
membership to DSC
& 4-day Expo pass.

EXPO ADMISSION

$15 per person per day
$25 for two-day admission
$35 for three days
$45 for four days
(Children under 12 free)

FOR MORE INFORMATION & BANQUET RESERVATIONS CONTACT:
Dallas Safari Club, 6390 LBJ Frwy, Suite 108, Dallas, TX 75240 < Phone: (972) 980-9800
(800) 9GO-HUNT e Fax: (972) 980-9925 - info@biggame.org - www.bhiggame.org
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And the lender who ca’h.#g_et you there.
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#

FindFarmCredit.com

Visit us to find a Farm Credil lender, to locate properly for sale,
and to learn what you need to know about buying rural real estale,

FARM CREDIT

Financing for: Country Homes * Recreational Property * Farms and Ranches * Agribusiness Loans @
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Purchase any best selling Nikon ATB binocular* and
get a Nikon ProGear Gift Card—up to a $50 value!
(What you do with it is up to you!)

SEE cou pﬂ'n fﬂ r dEta I l S ! a5 Get a Nikon ProGeor Promational Gift Card With
Offer valid through December 31, 2008 # = Every ATB Binocular Purchose—Up 1o o 550 Volue
. o Gt FREE 5060 odwii e Gt FREE §25 5 o oith e
*Monarch, Team REALTREE, Dream Season, Action o Rk sl D e Lo, et Gt 2
Extreme, Trailblazer, and Fro5taff ATE Binoculars — ) Ulbmokn. ) Pl LT bemtaert. '
P . _‘_l- | dristh h-ur-:ui.-m- v NikonProGeor.com
S moeecer R
B, l:...\.
Nikon Monarch ATB Nikon ProStaff ATB

Nikon's Best Selling, ATE Performance that

#_* e ; Flagship Binocular! //{/ won't weigh you down!

m Bright Fully Multi- m High resolution
r coated Lenses BAKA prisms

m Phase-Carrection s Rugged optical
Coated Prisms performance
Nikon Trailblazer ATB 1 r Nikon Action Extreme ATBE
Legendary Nikon optical i Maximize your view in the
r performance! . 7 toughest conditions!
; m Ultra rugged / a Multicoated lenses and
a0 construction 4 high Index prisms for
m 5lim roof I incredible views
prism design m Ultra rugged, sure grip

armored body








