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management expert says. Page 6
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World’s top bass caught in Japan?

Largemouth shy of 22 pounds, 5 ounces; could be tied with record

A Japanese angler may have land-
ed thelargest certified bass ever — by
1 ounce.

Manabu Kurita reportedly landed
a 10.12-kilogram largemouth from
Japan’s Lake Biwa.

The weight converts toslightly less
than 22 pounds, 5 ounces, and the

fish was nearly 29 inches long. Un-
confirmed reports said the fish was
caught on live bait, Japanese koi.

The world record largemouth,
weighing 22 pounds, 4 ounces and
caught by George Perry in Georgia,
has stood since 1932.

Lake Biwa, the largest lake in Ja-

pan, covers about 259 square miles
and is said to be the world’s third old-
est lake. It is surrounded by moun-
tains and renowned for its beauty
and deep (more than 300 feet), crys-
tal clear waters.

Largemouth are considered an in-
vasive species in Lake Biwa, and all

bass caught there must be kept. Of-
ficials contend native fish species are
declining in the lake because of black
bass and bluegill. In 2002, catch and
release of those fish was prohibited
at the lake.

See RECORD?, Page 25

foot Pro-Line.

using squid.

“Five people can catch two keeper fish
each in two drifts usually,” he said.

“The snapper have been great this year
past 40 miles, but inside 30 miles it has
been tougher to find keeper fish.”

The group then moved out to about 50 miles seeking ling
on sardines and picked up three.

A deep,
blue

blast

Offshore season in full swing

Capt. Cody Carruthers guides offshore clients out of
Freeport but took a pleasure trip July 1 with friends in his 33-

“We finally got a nice week of calm seas,” he said. “It was
asflatasit could be.”

The group of five made a stop about 45
miles out for snapper and limited quickly

OFFSHORE
OBSESSION

Il Tournament
blitz: Matagorda
Bluewater
Challenge.

Page 8

See BLUE, Page 23

FROM THE DEPTHS: Anglers are plumbing the depths for deep-sea
fish in blue water. Koby Fulks holds a 15-pound dorado caught in the
Gulf of Mexico. Photo by David J. Sams, Lone Star Outdoor News.

Future looks good
for South Texas quail

Nesting habitat
key to increasing
populations

By Craig Nyhus
Lone Star Outnoor News

A 10-year study of South Texas
quail has yielded dramatic results.

Lead researcher Fidel Hernandez
of the Caesar Kleberg Wildlife Re-
search Institute presented the high-
lights of the South Texas Quail Re-
search Project last month at the
Texas Wildlife Association state con-
vention.

“We looked at things that in-
fluence quail,” Hernandez said.

“Weather, land use, habitat and
predators. Most management deci-
sions have been based on short-term
studies. This was a long-term appli-
cation.”

The study in Brooks County used
radio telemetry to follow quail and
trail cameras to watch the nests.

“We used nest cameras to look at
predation,” he said. “In Texas, coy-
otes are the main predator.”

Comparatively, in Georgia and
Florida, snakes are No. 1 on the pred-
ator list for quail eggs.

In the South Texas study, coyotes
accounted for 33 percent of nest pre-
dation, followed by skunks (24 per-
cent), fire ants (15 percent) and bad-
gers (12 percent).

See QUAIL, Page 15

TRAILING QUAIL:
Researchers finished
a 10-year study

on quail, using
transmitters to study
predation, relocation
and nesting suc-
cess. Photo by Fidel
Hernandez, Caesar
Kleberg Wildlife
Research Institute.
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CONSERVATION

Panel; Public education one

of biggest issues facing wildlife
Urban growth ranks highly, too

By Craig Nyhus
Lone Star Outnoor News

At the Texas Wildlife Asso-
ciation annual convention last
month in San Antonio, a panel
of wildlife managers, enthusi-
asts and professionals was asked
a simple but difficult question.

“What is the most important
issue for wildlife in Texas, and
why?

Here are their responses.

David Morris

Tecomate Wildlife Systems
“Fragmentation and managing

wildlife on smaller properties.”

Larry Wieshuhn of Uvalde
TWA co-founder

“The urbanization of Texas.
More people don’t understand
the value of the land and hunt-

ing.”

Irvin Welch of Hebbronville
Ranch manager, Wagner Ranch

“Preserving rural values and
ways of life. Most of the repre-
sentative leaders are from urban
areas.”

Wildlife Systems
“Educating the public and
the people that shape the regu-

latory policies that we deal with
that 90 percent of state wildlife
budgets come from hunting and
fishing.”

Ty Bartoskewitz

Technical guidance/biologist,

Management Plans
“Fragmentation and the in-

terruption of travel corridors for

wildlife. Co-ops for managing

wildlife and cattle grazing helps.”

Charles Davidson
President, TWA Foundation

“The human connection and
making sure the things we care
about are relevant to all Texans.”

Clayton Wolf

Big game program director,

Texas Parks and Wildlife
“Educating the public that

what we do is relevant and in-

volves things like the water that

comes out of the tap.”

Brian Murphy
Executive director, Quality Deer
Management Association

“We can educate but we also
have to use marketing and ad-
vertising to inform the public. In
Colorado, there is 75 cents add-
ed to the license fee for market-
ing to promote hunting and fish-
ing in the state.”

Conservation News in Brief

LONG-RANGE STRATEGY: Many wildlife
experts said increased public education
is one of the biggest issues facing wildlife
in Texas. Photo by David J. Sams, LSON.

Lone Star Outdoor News

LSONews.com Hunting and fishing news for the state you love.

House passes record
funding for wetlands

The U.S. House of Representatives
is making a record investment in wet-
lands conservation by approving more
than $52 million for the North Ameri-
can Wetlands Conservation Act.

Since its inception in 1989 as an
implementation arm of the North
American Waterfowl Management
Plan, NAWCA has conserved more than
24 million acres across the continent.
NAWCA requires a $1 match in local
funds, private funds or both for each
$1 in grants from the federal govern-
ment, but projects generally attract $2
to $3 for each $1 in federal grants.

“Since it is so widely supported, a
$52 million investment from the fed-
eral government could mean a $200
million return for wetlands conserva-
tion — that’s a lot of habitat acres on
the ground,” said Scott Sutherland,
director of governmental affairs for
Ducks Unlimited.

— Ducks Unlimited report

Rare palms moved
from bhorder fence

The Nature Conservancy of Texas
and Audubon Texas are working with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
the U.S. Border and Customs Protec-
tion to save about 300 rare sabal palm
trees that would otherwise be felled by
continued construction of the U.S.-
Mexico border fence.

The trees, some more than 100
years old, belong to one of the last re-
maining tracts of sabal palm forests in
the country.

The palms are located in the Low-
er Rio Grande Valley National Wild-
life Refuge and on private lands upon

TREE TRANSPLANT: Sabal palms are being
relocated away from the border fence to
protect the rare species in South Texas.
Photo by Paco Felici, The Nature Conser-
vancy of Texas.

which the fence will be built.

The trees will be replanted out of
harm’s way within the refuge.

“These trees are an integral part of
the living natural heritage of South
Texas,” said Laura Huffman, director
of The Nature Conservancy of Texas.

The relocation of the sabal palms
is being coordinated with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, which man-
ages the border fence project.

“Sabal palm forests provide out-
standing habitat for a number of rare,
threatened and endangered species,”
said Max Pons, manager of the Con-
servancy’s Southmost Preserve. “On
occasion, ocelots and jaguarundis
have been reported at our Southmost
Preserve.”

The trees are being removed from
a 13-mile section of the border fence
that runs along the northern reach of a
levee built by the International Bound-
ary and Water Commission.

— Nature Conservancy
of Texas report
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Rebirth of an old warrior

Suzuki Samurais
transformed into
hunting vehicles

By Craig Nyhus
Long Star Outnoor News

Hunters get creative when it
comes to their equipment, even ve-
hicles. Although many use gas, die-
sel or electric four-wheelers, some
have chosen another option — the
much-maligned Suzuki Samurai.

The low-priced vehicle did well in
America at first in the 1980s, but its
ride was a little rough for city dwell-
ers.

“It will beat you to death on the
highway,” said Mark “Woody”
Wood, a mobile tool business owner
and weekend guide at The Big Woods
Hunting Resort near Palestine.

The vehicle was sold in the U.S.
from 1985 to 1995, but rollover
claims alleging a too-narrow wheel-
base were its death knell.

“Lawyers killed the Samurai,”
Wood said.

Wood stumbled into his first Sam-
urai and then started a trend.

“] started the whole mess,” he
said. “I was looking for a Jeep. I took
a customer deer hunting, and it
was supposed to rain in West Tex-
as. I told the guy I didn’t have a four-
wheel drive and asked him to bring
his pickup. He said.

roof, too. Super mudder tires are
about $100 each. Then I got a welder
to build some high racks onit.”

Other owners trick it up to anoth-
er level. Mark Warner of Dallas dis-
covered the Samurai when he went
hunting with Woody.

“We hunted in a predator tourna-
ment out of one,” he said. “I started
hunting for one after that — it’s like

a mobile hunting

‘Why don’t I brin . blind.”

my S};murai?’" s The thlng went Warner’s has a
It poured the  everywhere,and folding windshield,

whole weekend s . lift kit, big tires, low-
“The thing x;vent it had street tires er gea}s at the 7front

everywhere, and it onit. and the rear, and a

had street tires on
it,” he said.

Wood soon
owned a Samurai.
And the way he came into one was
untraditional, too.

“The guy said he needed a tool-
box,” he said. “I traded him a $2,000
toolbox for the Samurai.”

The work took off from there.

“I put a folding windshield on it,”
Wood said. “And it needs the right

— Mark “Woody” Wood,
hunting guide

locker in the front
differential. A roof-
ing contractor, War-
ner used roof paint
in greens, gray and brown to camou-
flage it. He plans to add arack on the

front for game.

“The field-dressed game on the

back rack gets dusty when
driving,” he said.

See SAMURAI,

you're

TRICKED-UP HUNTING MACHINE: Jess Pinckard shows some of the accessories added
to a 1986 Samurai at his business, Big D's Truck and Trailer. With the additions, he has

Page 23

spent about $4,000. Photo by Craig Nyhus, Lone Star Outdoor News.

Rise of ‘modern’ hunter good for deer

Hunters better
informed, more
committed

By Craig Nyhus
Lone Star Outnoor News

Brian Murphy, executive director
ofthe Quality Deer Management As-
sociation, offered the organization’s
thoughts on the future of white-
tailed deer populations and hunting
in Texas and across the country.

“Thereisalot of good news and a lit-
tlebad news,” Murphy said. “From the
perspective of deer populations, we
have more and more quality manage-
ment of deer, more cooperatives be-
tween landowners, more good habitat
and increased hunter success rates.”

The good old days of deer hunting
are now, Murphy said.

“There are large populations of
whitetails in most states, along
with strong public support for deer
hunting.”

Another positive has been arise in
the “modern deer hunter.”

“The modern deer hunter is more
knowledgeable about the deer, the
land and management,” he said.
“He or she is more engaged in land
management and conservation and
is more concerned about the future
of deer and deer hunting.”

So whatis the bad news?

See MODERN, Page 12

KNOWLEDGE IS KEY: Many of today’s hu

Photo by David J. Sams, Lone Star Outdoor News.

HORIZONTAL HUNTING:
Crossbow hunting has
helped recruit younger
hunters to the sport,
crossbow enthusiasts
said. But those thinking
it is easy might be in
for a surprise. Photo

by Ohio Department of
Natural Resources.

Going sideways in September

Crossbows: the other archery equipment

By Dan Armitage
For Lo Star Outnoor News

“There’s always a ‘but,”” said Ottie Sny-
der after pointing out the positives of Tex-
as hunters’ opportunity to pursue deer
with a crossbow this season. After ex-
pounding on all the usual attributes of-
fered by the pro-crossbow hunting clan,
Snyder gives fair warning.

“The high-powered rifle hunter who
thinks he’s going to buy a crossbow and
use it to knock down a whitetail at 100
yards better try it out at the store,” he said.
“Otherwise, he’ll be returning it.”

The belief that a crossbow is “nothing
more than a silent .30-06” is one of many
generalities that have been proven wrong
over the past three decades. More than
a dozen states’ wildlife agencies consid-
er crossbows as archery equipment. This
year Texas joins many of the nation’s larg-
est hunting states, including Pennsylva-
nia and Michigan, by allowing crossbows
to be used alongside vertical bows during
the deer archery season.

“What crossbows represent to Texans
who hunt deer is a significant addition-

See CROSSBOWS, Page 17
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Dove, teal seasons set

State gives 70 days
for dove hunting

Texas will have a statewide 70-day dove sea-
son and 15-bird daily bag limit, and teal season
will last 16 days.

Federal officials recently approved the state’s
plan for the 2009-10 dove and teal seasons,
which also include moving the Texas South
Zone dove season opening to Sept. 18 this year.

Texas dove season in the North and Central
Dove Zones will run Sept. 1 through Oct. 25 and
Dec. 26 through Jan. 9, with a 15-bird bag and
not more than two white-tipped doves.

The South Zone dove season will run Sept. 18
through Now. 3, reopening Dec. 26 through Jan.
17 with a 15-bird bag and not more than two
white-tipped doves.

The possession limit is twice the daily bag
for all migratory game birds except light geese,

which does not have a possession limit.

The Special South Texas White-winged Dove
Area will open to white-winged dove afternoon-
only hunting the first two full weekends in Sep-
tember — Sept. 5-6 and 12-13 — and reopen
when theregular South Zone season begins. The
Special White-winged Dove Area season takes
four of the allowable 70 days, so when the regu-
lar season opens, this area must close four days
earlier than the rest of the South Zone. The daily
bag limit is 15 birds, not more than four mourn-
ing doves during the first two weekend splits
and two white-tipped doves. Once the general
season opens, the aggregate bag limit will be 15.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service also allowed
Texas Parks and Wildlife to adjust a portion of
theboundary of the Special White-winged Dove
Area. This change would remove portions of Jim
Hogg and Starr counties.

Texas’ 16-day September teal season will run
Sept. 12-27.

— Texas Parks and Wildlifereport
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Into the Bluewater Challenge

Tournament puts
anglers in search of
deep-sea trio

By Kendal Larson
For Lone Star Outboor News

In the pre-dawn darkness, the crew of the
Bleedin’ Green anxiously waited inside the
Matagorda jetties for first light. It was 5:20
a.m. — well after the starting time for the
Matagorda Bluewater Challenge — but larger
than expected seas kept them waiting.

The calm was broken by the crackle of their
radio, the voice of a neighboring captain an-
nounced to another nearby boat, “You can
follow us out if you want. We have radar and
night vision here.”

Several minutes later the same captain re-
turned over the radio: “We’ve lost an engine,
and we're stuck on a sand bar.”

Bleedin’ Green captain Clint Green radi-
oed back, “We’re close here — we’ll come
pull you off the bar,” which they did as dawn
reached out across the sky.

After their good deed, the crew had hopes
that karma might be their friend. Although
they had some good hookups, it was not to be
for them this year in the Challenge last month.

Fifty teams competed for the top Calcutta
prize this year. The crew of Boogeyman came
out on top, taking home about $20,800 for
their winning combination of three fish.
Their ling weighed 36.7 pounds, their dol-
phin 32.3 pounds, and their kingfish a mea-
sly 10 pounds — and was ridiculed by rival
teams at the weigh-in. Boogeyman’s captain,
John Thomas Dusek, laughed and explained,
“It’s a three fish tournament, and it doesn’t
matter if you have a 30-pound kingfish and
a 10-pound dolphin, or vice-versa as we did.
It’s the combined weight that matters.”

Individual accomplishments included a

A DOUBLE: Paula Green, left, and Shanna Louis fight fish during the Matagorda Bluewater Challenge last month off the Texas coast in the Gulf of Mexico. The tourna-
ment has anglers competing to boat the heaviest combination of dorado, ling and kingfish. Photo by Kendal Larson, for Lone Star Outdoor News.

37.4-pound amberjack caught by 9-year-old reel it in,” Reeder said. seas well, Cha Ching crewmember Jett Bran-
John Reeder Jr., who fished with team On the The first place Lady Angler award went to  nen said, “First spot we got to we were the
Take, crewed by members of the San Marcos Pam Arnett, who caught a 47.9-pound am- first boat there, and four boats showed up be-
Police Officers Association. berjack as a member of team Cha Ching.

“It took me more than a half an hour to Asked if his catamaran handled the rough See BLUEWATER, Page 18

Truth to tell; Lie
detectorsrule

Tournaments rely on polygraphs
to check legitimacy of catches

LINING THE ROCKS: Anglers of all types are casting, wading and sometimes hoping for water to be released from Denison Dam
on Lake Texoma, causing stripers to become active. Photo by Shannon Drawe, for Lone Star Outdoor News.

Stripers hot below Texoma dam

Release pushes
fish through dam

By Shannon Drawe
For Lone Star Outnoor News

The fireworks started early at
Denison Dam on Lake Texoma.

Late spring rains in North Texas
and along the Red River triggered a
dramatic rise in lake levels. Flood-
gates at the Denison Dam were
dumping not only water but a fresh
supply of striped bass and baitfish
into the Red River below the dam.

Paul Hastings, an avid fly-fisher-
man from Wylie, said he has been
catching so many fish from the

rocks in the middle of the river that
he usually loses count.

“There aren’t a lot of really big
ones, but it’s good to see there are a
few in here,” he said.

At times in May the gates mea-
sured water released at 30,000 cubic
feet per second. The gates were shut
down in June after the flood pool
was lowered and the lake hit the top
of the conservation pool level.

In the meantime, fish that sur-
vived the ride through the gates
found themselves in anew homein
the Red River below the dam.

Closing the gates and returning
them to a somewhat normal rou-
tine of daily water releases to gen-
erate electricity left an abundance
of stripers, most on the small side

by Texoma standards, hungry and
easy targets for anglers.

The last time these factors com-
bined to create a feeding phenom-
enon was after the historic flooding
in 2007. The floods also sent water
over the spillway.

Hastings fished as often as three
times a week below the dam after
the floods of 2007. “Thisisn’t nearly
what 2007 was, but right now I am
trying to get out here at least once
a week even though it’s 1 1/2 hours
from my house,” he said.

Hastings, originally from Billings,
Mont., is no stranger to a fly rod,
and once he saw the potential of lo-
cating and catching striped bass, he

See DENISON, Page 14

By Craig Nyhus
Lone Sar Outpoor News

Ty Howard of Richmond landed a
tagged redfish June 13 from his kay-
ak. Being registered for the CCASTAR
tournament, he knew that meant a
boat — and maybe even a truck.

The celebration paused when one
word entered his mind — “poly-
graph.”

“Iknew I waslegal but Iwas 10kinds
of nervous,” said Howard, a police of-
ficer with the Fort Bend Independent
School District. “The

guy (polygraph ex-

aminer) was a real  There is always

professional, and he

asked stuff mostly apprehension

out of trouble?”

Boyd said the comparison ques-
tions are necessary to examine the
truthfulness on the relevant ques-
tions about the specific fish, as it is
assumed everyone has lied to get out
of trouble at some point.

“It comes down to what is the per-
sonmostconcerned about,” Boyd said.
“If the psychological reaction is stron-
ger to the comparison questions, it is
morelikely the personisbeing truthful
about the relevant questions about the
fish. If the person is not being truthful,
they will be more
concerned about the
two to four questions
about the fish.”

What about be-

about that day.” throughout the test ingnervous?
But some ques- : D “There is al-
tions were unusual. — itdoesn’t affect ways apprehension
“He asked ques- the test results. throughout the test
tions like, ‘Have you — Mike Boyd, — it doesn’t affect

ever wanted to cheat
in a tournament
and/or break any
fish and game laws?’” Howard said.
The examiner may be assuming
the answer to that question will be
less than 100-percent truthful.
“That’s called a comparison ques-
tion,” said polygraph examiner Mike
Boyd, who conducts the examina-
tions at his Houston office for STAR’s
tagged redfish and has performed ex-
ams at freshwater tournaments.
Another common comparison
question is, “Did you ever lie to get

polygraph examiner the test results,

Boyd said.

Howard said an-
glers should make sure they are stay-
ing within the law on any day in case
they catch their prize.

“There was a question about how
many fish I had kept that day,” he
said. “So if you were in your kayak
and had three dead reds in the cool-
er and you caught the tagged one,
you’d be illegal and over the limit.”

Polygraph exams became fixtures

See POLYGRAPH, Page 13
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From reds to light-tackle Kings

Anglers usually
bound to bay take
kingfish during
migration

By Brandon D. Shuler
For Lone Star Outpoor News

A fleet of small skiffs and bay boats
ply through the relative safety of the
jetties and into the deep blue as blue
water pushes in close to the beach.
Gravid female kingfish move in with
it to propagate the species, and the
small-boat armada is there to greet
them.

But instead of being armed with
heavy-duty deep-sea gear, the boats
are often armed with the same arms
they use in the bays for reds and
trout — plus a few wire leaders.

The ensuing battle scenes are tight
and filled with battles that leave the
combatants bruised, sore and full of
well-seasoned war stories.

“During the summer I rig two
types of topwaters,” said Capt. Pete
Martinez of Port Mansfield. “My
everyday treble hook Spooks and
Spook Jrs., but I also rig another set
of the same topwaters with single
3/0 hooks and wire leaders.”

Martinez starts the days early on
the beachfront looking for tarpon,
bonito and kings before moving into
the bay for trout and reds.

Capt. Ted Springer also chases the
fighting fish.

“The kings are easy to find,”
Springer said. “I like to look for a col-
or change where the water goes from
a chocolate brown to offshore blue.”

Kingfish work the water edges —
along Springer’s blue-brown line —
and also edges formed between dif-
ferent types of baitfish, looking for
easy meals.

The captains look for birds work-

OUTDOOR NEWS

* Texas’ Premier Outdoor Newspaper

Publisher/Editor Craig Nyhus
Operations Mgr Mike Hughs
Design Editor Thomas Phillips
Associate Editor Mark England
Business/Products Editor Mary Helen Aguirre
Accounting Nancy Halphen
Web site Bruce Soileau
Founder & CEO David J. Sams

CLOSE-IN KINGS: The toothy kingfish move closer to the beach with the blue water,
opening up an opportunity for fishermen in smaller boats using conventional trout and
redfish tackle. Photo by Brandon D. Shuler, for Lone Star Outdoor News.

ing the edges, especially birds that
are working high and moving along
the color line.

As for tackle, they prefer topwaters.

“I watch a lot of guys throwing
cut ribbon fish, spoons and jigs, and
they get frustrated,” Springer said.
“They start moving and reposition-
ing, looking for fish and switch-
ing bait almost every other cast.
Topwater — topwaters are the only
way to go.”

Typically, predator fish such
as kings and bigger jacks, unless
they have a tightly packed baitball
trapped on the surface, stay low and
prowl for larger baitfish deeper in
the water. That’s the reason for the
high-flying birds — imagine the vi-

sual acuity a casting or polling plat-
forms affords anglers; it’s the same
for a bird.

Anglers casting a jig or spoon and
cut bait may also miss one of the
key components for attracting fish:
noise. A large topwater makes a big
noise, and once an opportunistic
predator such as a king senses and
keys in on an injured prey, the visu-
als and battles begin.

To the captains, few things are as
rewarding as catching a 35-pound
kingfish on their favorite trout rod.
Besides the fun, it also teaches how
to maximize the use of your reel and
the rod’s fighting capabilities — like
heavyweight training for the up-
coming trophy-trout season.
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Highway robbery —
in the parking lot

Tow company
accused of
gouging at Padre
parking lot

By Mark England
Lone Star Outboor News

Lee Love doesn’t believe in big
government. She’ll make an ex-
ception, though, when it comes
to the towing industry.

Her husband, Dan, and sever-
al other anglers made headlines
when they were charged $2,500
each to reclaim their vehicles af-
ter they were removed from the

ter Dan returned from an “amaz-
ing” fishing trip, his wife said.
He caught the Texas grand slam:
speckled trout, redfish and floun-
der. It was what got away, though,
that claimed his attention once
he returned to shore. His truck
and trailer were missing.

The parking lot at Padre Island
National Seashore had been full
when her husband arrived, Lee
said, and Dan and other latecom-
ers parked along the road outside
the lot. He didn’t notice a no-
parking sign. A park ranger tick-
eted the vehicles and had them
towed.

Dan Love, whose ticket was lat-
er dismissed, and the others were
about to learn a valuable lesson —
private property tows in Texas are

Padre Island National Seashore notalways regulated.

park over the Memorial Day “To me, $200 is real money,”

weekend. Lee said. “$2,5007?
That’s why the That’s devastating.

Loves cheered Gov. 10 me, $200 Could you afford

Rick Perry’s recent = jsreal money. that? Could most
signing of a bill ’ people?”

aimed at predatory $2?500? ’_Tha,t’ S Tow companies in
towing operators.  devastating. parts of Texas oper-
The state will set — Lee Love, ate in a virtual no-

the maximum tow-
ing fee allowed once
the law takes effect.
Towers will also be
required to accept debit cards,
credit cards and electronic checks
as payments. Towing companies
that violate provisions could be
hit with a Class B misdemeanor
punishable by six months in jail
and a fine up to $2,000.

“I think regulation should be
done city by city and county by
county, honestly,” Lee said. “But
in this case something had to be
done.”

The Loves’ troubles started af-

whose vehicles

man’s land. No one
has jurisdiction over
them. At Padre Is-
land National Sea-
shore, for example, no federal
law regulates vehicle towing. And
the park sits in Kleberg County,
which also doesn’t regulate the
industry.

That can lead to an open season
on wallets. Help is on the way, but
it could be as late as Sept. 1, 2010,
before statewide towing rates are
set.

The Commission on Licensing

were towed

See TOWING, Page 13
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CAGED CRITTERS ONLY
PART OF PROBLEM

While on his way to Possum King-
dom Lake, Palo Pinto County Game
Warden Cliff Swofford was flagged
down by Palo Pinto County sheriff's
deputies, who had people stopped
with a couple of raccoons in a cage
in the back of their truck. Swofford
helped the deputies, and ultimately
four people were interviewed and ar-
rested. The charges include theft of
cattle, burglary, felon in possession
of a firearm and four counts of hunt-
ing without landowner consent.

ROWDY SWIMMER
MAKES SPLASH AT JAIL

Eastland County Game Warden
Zach Havens and Brown County
Game Wardens Jarrett Barker and
Travis Allen received multiple com-
plaints from fishermen and campers
at the Lake Leon Dam. The com-
plaints were in reference to an intoxi-
cated individual who was cursing the
fishermen and making lewd remarks
to some of the women in the camp-
ground. When the wardens arrived,
the man was staggering up the boat
ramp after swimming across a cove
at the lake. The man was arrested for
public intoxication and placed in the
Eastland County Jail for safekeeping.

PESKY FISH
KEEP INTERFERING

Boaters told Taylor County Game
Warden Roy Johnson they kept un-
dersized fish to get them out of
their way while they were fishing at
Fort Phantom Lake. As Johnson ap-
proached a boat at the creek, he
noticed a small box trap with a rac-
coon inside. The people in the boat
were questioned on why they had the
animal, and one occupant said they
were having problems with raccoons
killing their chickens, had caught
this one at the coop and were go-
ing to release it at the creek. When
Johnson, noticing a cast net in the

GAME WARDEN BLOTTER

A doe deer carcass found in a
pasture prompted an investiga-
tion. The investigation led Houston
County Game Warden Eddie Lehr
to a residence, where he located

Dead deer, Operation Game Thief sign discovered

the head of a buck deer in velvet
under the carport and an Opera-
tion Game Thief billboard hang-
ing in a pine thicket on the man’s
property. Lehr recognized the sign

as one that was displayed on the
loop in Crockett. Lehr obtained a
written confession to the theft of
the sign and to the taking of a doe
and buck deer out of season.

bottom of the boat, asked if they had
fish onboard, one person said no,
that they had been netting bait. But
in the bait bucket, a 7-inch bass, 4-
inch and 9-inch crappie and sunfish
were found. When asked what they
were doing with the undersized fish,
one occupant said they were just get-
ting them away from where they were
fishing so they wouldn’t catch them.
A citation was issued.

STRING OF POACHING
INCIDENTS UNCOVERED

Bell County Game Wardens Bil-
ly Champlin and Justin Valchar re-
sponded to a call from a William-
son County deputy who had detained
four people with a deer on a ranch
near Jarrell. The wardens determined
the four people had started out hog
hunting but killed two deer the night
before. One of the deer had been
processed, and the other was dis-
carded. Three men were booked into
the Williamson County Jail on mul-
tiple charges. During their investi-
gation, the wardens found that two
other deer were killed and dumped
by a man who had already left the
ranch. This information was turned
over to Williamson County Game War-
den Turk Jones. Jones questioned the
individual about two more deer that
were shot and left for waste on a Wil-
liamson County ranch. It was found
there were three more individuals in-
volved in this case. The end result
was 13 warrants, including failure to
keep deer in edible condition, hunt-
ing white-tailed deer at night, hunt-
ing white-tailed deer with artificial

light, no hunting licenses and no
hunter education. The owner of the
ranch is also considering felony cases
for hunting without owner’s consent.

NO NOODLING AT
LAKE WHITNEY
Hill County Game Warden Mark
Hammonds cited a man for grabbling
a 18-pound and 20-pound catfish
from Lake Whitney around an old un-
derwater concrete slab.

THREATENED PADDLEFISH
KEPT AT LAKE TEXOMA

While working Lake Texoma, Gray-
son County Game Warden Dale Mo-
ses received a call from a fisher-
man on the Texas side of the Red
River below Denison Dam describ-
ing a man who had caught a paddle-
fish and put it on a stringer. Because
Moses and his partners were on the
lake, Moses called Eisenhower State
Park Peace Officer Ben Herman who
was only a couple of miles away from
the dam. Herman, Peace Office Bob
Bean and Eisenhower Manager Paul
Kisel went to the river and found the
man and a dead 20-pound paddle-
fish and several other rough fish on a
stringer. The man was cited for pos-
session of a threatened species and
no fishing license. Cases and restitu-
tion are pending.

BURIED FISH
MAKES BAD BAIT
Nueces County Game Warden Cres
Caro and San Patricio County Game
Warden Neal McCarn saw a shark
fisherman on the Gulf of Mexico

beach baiting his lines with some-
thing he was digging out of the sand.
When the wardens made contact,
they discovered the fisherman was
baiting with pieces of an oversized
red drum that he had buried.

LARGE GROUP NOT UNNOTICED
WHEN TRESPASSING

While working the San Jacinto Riv-
er area, Harris County Game Warden
Tim Holland noticed 25 to 30 indi-
viduals crawling under a fence that
belonged to a coastal water authority.
He approached and found what ap-
peared to be a fishing party. Several
charges were filed for fishing without
landowner consent and everyone was
escorted off the property.

BOATERS BUSTED
ON LAKE TEXOMA

Two boaters with blood alcohol lev-
els more than twice the legal lim-
it were taken off the water at Lake
Texoma. Grayson County Game War-
dens Jim Ballard and Randolph Mc-
Gee were patrolling the lake when
they stopped a vessel that had three
young children not wearing life jack-
ets dangling their feet from the bow
of the boat. The boat operator was
arrested for boating while intoxicat-
ed and transported to the Whitesboro
Police Department. There he sub-
mitted a breath sample indicating a
blood alcohol level of .184. Ballard
then received a call requesting assis-
tance from McGee with another BWI
suspect in custody. When McGee
stopped the vessel, the operator fell
out of his seat. The man submitted a

breath sample indicating a blood al-
cohol level of .214. Cases pending.

BOAT CAPSIZES
ON LAKE THOMAS

A sudden thunderstorm hit Lake
Thomas with winds gusting up to 70
mph. Scurry County Game Warden
Mel Reed and Lake Patrol Officer Neal
Humphrey were watching to make
sure everyone left the lake safely and
noticed a boat having a difficult time
in the high winds. It began filling with
water from the waves and soon cap-
sized. The winds pushed the boat to-
ward the dam, and both occupants
were wearing life jackets and clinging
to the boat. The rescuers told them
to make sure their life jackets were
securely attached and to swim to the
shore. Reed and Humphrey went to
the bottom of the dam and helped the
occupants to Reed’s pickup. The boat
was retrieved the next morning.

FARMER COULDN'T

WAIT FOR NUISANCE-DEER PERMIT

A farmer took matters into his own
hands in fighting a destructive deer.
The man called Lavaca County Game
Warden Kerry Peterson earlier in the
week to complain about deer getting
into his cornfield and inquired about
a depredation permit. Later that day,
a neighbor called to report the same
man shooting at deer in the field.

REFUSING TESTS DIDN'T
WORK THIS TIME

Results from blood-alcohol analy-
sis on a sample taken Memorial Day
weekend helped arrest a Garza Coun-
ty boater. Game Warden Brent Tucker
and the new Garza County attorney
filed the first blood search warrant
for boating while intoxicated. The
boater refused all field sobriety test-
ing and was surprised when Tucker
advised him of the blood search war-
rant he had obtained. The results
from the blood test showed an intoxi-
cation level of .22.
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GROWING UP: Land management for deer and cooperation between landowners is becoming more common
and helps preserve and build a quality deer population. Photo by David J. Sams, Lone Star Outdoor News.

Modern

Continued from Page 6

“Hunter numbers are declining,” he said.
“That results in decreased funds for state agen-
cies.”

Murphy said the decline of the large Texas
ranch is also a negative for deer management.

“The 500- to 2,000-acre ranches are disap-
pearing at 250,000 acres per year,” he said.
“Now 80 percent of all farms and ranches are
less than 500 acres — there is a gap between
the agricultural value and the market value of
land in Texas and elsewhere.”

And hunting access is a concern in Texas.

“There is a gap between the haves and the
have-nots,” he said. “Texas land is more than
95 percent privately held. Texas is 46 out of 48

states that allow deer hunting in overall hunt-
ingland access.”

Overall, Murphy is encouraged by the
amount of land management and the in-
crease of landowners working together for the
betterment of the deer.

He would like to see more avenues opened
up to the young hunter, though, in the form
of bringing back small game hunting.

“Most of us started by hunting squirrels
or rabbits with our dads,” he said. “I think it
would be wise to open places up. Good deer
habitat is good small game habitat — and
it has been shown that hunting rabbits or
squirrels doesn’t move deer off of the prop-
erty.

“I got back into squirrel hunting with my
daughter this year. I forgot how fun it was.”
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Towing

Continued from Page 9

and Regulation will set the maximum rates
after studying towing rates across the state,
said Steve Bruno, the agency’s government
relations officer.

“There’s probably not going to be one
number for the whole state,” Bruno said.
“Pecos is different from downtown Dallas.
We’re going to take regional factors into con-
sideration.”

Ironically, one of the big boosters of the
CLR setting the rates is the Texas Towing and
Storage Association.

“We know we’ve got problems,” said Jea-
nette Rash, legislative chairwoman of the
TTSA. “We're hoping that this law will re-
solve most of the problems in the industry.”

Rash said her group wants to give consum-
ers remedies to use against “bad towing op-
erators.”

“Frankly, we're hoping the ones causing
the problems will go find something else to
do besides towing,” she said.

Anglers leery of suffering the Loves’ fate
at Padre Island National Seashore, until the

new state law comes onboard, should receive
welcome news soon. Kleberg County Judge
Pete De La Garza expects commissioners to
cap the towing rates in about a month.

De La Garza said he looked at towing rates
in neighboring counties and took input from
the towing operators themselves.

“They flooded our courtroom,” he said.
“We have about nine of them. [ was very di-
rect with them. I told them that one or two
of them are gouging.”

The incident at Padre Island National Sea-
shore sparked the proposed change, De La
Garza said.

“We want to avoid that type of abuse,”
he said. “Our rates, when set, will apply to
any lands inside the jurisdiction of Kleberg
County, and it just so happens that a small
part of the park is inside Kleberg County. So
the rates are going to apply to them.”

Park Superintendent Joe Escoto said Padre
Island National Seashore will abide by what-
ever towing rates Kleberg County sets.

Even so, it will be awhile before the Loves
return to the park as anglers.

“Those were very expensive fish,” Lee said.
“Trust me.”

Polygraph

Continued from Page 8

at bass fishing tournaments begin-
ning in the 1970s, when Bassmaster
prizes started to grow. The FLW Tour
went without a polygraph rule for a
decade but adopted it in 2005 after
a Georgia angler was banned for life
from FILW events amid widespread
allegations of cheating.

Mike Kernan of Dallas has won
three Bass Champs events and mul-
tiple Federation Nation tourna-
ments, and has taken seven poly-
graph exams.

“The first time, I was very ner-
vous,” he said. “With some of the
questions, I wondered why did
they ask that? After the first one,
though, it was no problem.”

Exams last about an hour, Boyd
said, including the pre-test inter-
view. Results provided are either
“truthful,” “deception indicat-
ed” or “inconclusive.” Accuracy is
about 98 to 99 percent.

“Examinations at the weigh-in
sites are more difficult,” he said.
“Usually they are in a trailer, and
the people want them done fast.”

One tournament angler who did
not want to be identified experi-
enced just that.

“I was in the front seat of a van
in the parking lot, and the examin-
er was in the back,” the angler said.
“They wanted to get me in and out.
At the end, he said I had failed.”

The angler paid to have a re-test,
passed and got his prize.

Sometimes, STAR — the State of
Texas Anglers Rodeo, a fundraiser
for the Coastal Conservation As-
sociation — allows a re-test if the
person requests it, Boyd said.

“And we'll use a different exam-
iner in those cases,” Boyd said.

Polygraphs are a double-edged
sword to some anglers.

“Are they 100 percent accurate?
No,” the twice-tested angler said.
“But I wouldn'’t fish a circuit that
doesn’t have them — if there is mon-
ey involved, people may cheat.”

Nerves aside, for most winners the
exam is well worth the trouble.

For Howard, the truck-boat pack-
ages had all been won by the time he
caught his tagged red. Instead, he won
anew 23-foot Haynie Bigfoot Bay Boat,
Mercury 150 EFI motor and trailer.

“It was a cool experience,” How-
ard said. “I can see how someone
would easily fail had they not been
telling the truth.

“I'hopeIhave to doitagain some-
day.”

JOIN US TODAY
on Facebook

facebook.com

Click “All Results”
when searching.

Lone Star Outdoor News LSONews.com Hunting and fishing news for the state you love.
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Duck numbers rising in U.S., survey indicates

Double-digit increases over last year estimated

Federal wildlife officials estimate the number of ducksis 13
percent greater than last year’s estimate and 25 percent better
than the previous five decades, according to an annual sur-
vey.

The preliminary estimate of total ducks from the 2009 Wa-
terfowl Breeding Population and Habitat Survey was 42 mil-
lion, 13 percent greater than last year’s estimate and 25 per-
cent greater than the 1955-2008 average, according to the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

The survey samples more than 2 million square miles of
waterfowl habitat and estimates the number of ducks on the
continent’s primary nesting grounds.

Overall, habitat conditions for breeding waterfowl in 2009
were better than 2008. The total pond estimate (in prairie
Canada and the United States combined) was 6.4 million.
That number is 45 percent above last year’s estimate of 4.4
million ponds and 31 percent above the long-term average of
4.9 million ponds.

Species estimates from the survey in the north-central
United States, south-central and northern Canada and Alas-

ka include:

W Mallards: 8.5 million birds, a 10-percent increase over last
year’s estimate of 7.7 million birds and 13 percent above
the long-term average.

B Gadwall: 3.1 million birds, similar to last year’s estimate
and 73 percent above the long-term average.

M Blue-winged teal: 7.4 million birds, the second highest es-
timate on record.

M Green-winged teal: 3.4 million birds, an all-time high.

M Northern pintail: 3.2 million birds, 23 percent more than
last year but 20 percent below the long-term average.

M Redhead: 1 million birds, similar tolast year and 62 percent
above the long-term average.

B Canvasback: 662,000 birds, 35 percent more than last
year’s estimate and similar to the long-term average.

H Northern shovelers: 4.4 million birds, 25 percent more than
last year and 92 percent above the long-term average.

M Scaup: 4.2 million birds, 12 percent greater than last year
but 18 percent below the long-term average.

— U.S. Fish and Wildlife report

TAKING OFF: Better breeding habitat caused by a wet winter and spring in
the duck’s breeding grounds has resulted in duck numbers spiking up 13

percent from last year.

Denison

Continued from Page 8

was hooked on the area below the Dam.

“Lake Texoma s just so large, you don’t know
where to go,” he said. “At least down here it’s
not as intimidating as the lake.”

Lake Texoma guide Scott Bridgess said the lo-
cation of the fish at the time of a flood contrib-
utes to the success below the dam.

“Large concentrations of stripersneed tobein

the dam area in order for them to pass through
the flood gates,” he said. “This year most of the
fish were located mid-lake during most of the
flood.”

Bridgess has been spending most of his time
on the lake.

“Thelakeisloaded with fish, alotin the 16-24
inchrange, and a few running 24-32 inches,” he
said. “If they move into that area while the gates
are open, it could spice up the river a bit.”

Texas Parks and Wildlife District Biologist
Bruce Hysmith said two factors cause the in-
creased striper activity below the dam.

“Fish pass from the lake through the dam,
and the second reason fish show up there is the

big flows (like the recent release) trigger fish to
relocate, or be moved, from their habitat down-
stream and move up in a feeding and spawning
behavior,” he said.

“The river is a dynamic creature,” said Hy-
smith. “You can’t always depend on old holes
to produce like they have in the past. The flood
releases move debris, gravel and rocks around,
sometimes filling old holes and creating new
ones.”

Weekends bring a crowd to the rocks below
thedam. Some use surfrods armed with weight-
ed corks to increase casting distance. Others
throw lures or sink live bait. They all watch
for big changes when the gates are opened for
part of the day to generate electricity — the wa-
ter can rise 4 to 5 feet quickly — covering areas
cherished by wade fishermen but often improv-
ing success for those on the banks.

Although many anglers concentrate on the
area near the dam, many fish can be found
downstream, where plenty of holes and hab-
itat hold big fish, including largemouth and
smallmouth bass and catfish.

“Anything you find in the lake will be in that
river,” Hysmith said.
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Quail

Continued from Page 1

Surprisingly, feral hogs accounted
for no predation.

Raptors prey on adult birds and
can affect populations, especially in
winter, Hernandez said.

“In the summer, we saw five rap-
tors in a 10-mile stretch,” he said.
“In winter, there will be 100 to 120
in the same stretch. The predation is
worse in dry years.

“The herbaceous cover is lower. It
impacts the birds’ vulnerability to
raptors.”

What about predator control?

Hernandez said attempts to control
predators would most likely be futile.

“Where there is poor habitat, it
won'’thelp,” hesaid. “And where there
is good habitat, you don’t need it.”

What will help?

“Nesting cover,” Hernandez said.
“The fall density of birds is depen-
dent on the percentage of hens nest-
ing and the nesting rate,” he said.
“Being a wild qualil is a tough life.
They need good habitat and good
habitat management.”

Does relocation
of quail work?

As part of the South Texas Quail
Research Project, researchers cap-
tured and moved quail to an area
void of quail to monitor their per-
formance.

“We trapped and moved quail
from Frio and Atascosa counties
and moved them to a 1,500-acre
site in Central Texas (Fayette and
Caldwell counties),” Hernandez
said. “The Central Texas site was
mixed pasture and agriculture —
we had disked and burned the site
to improve the habitat.”

What did the quail do after they
were released?

“Some stayed and others dis-
persed after five weeks,” he said.
“They settled about two miles away
after nine weeks, although one
quail traveled 26 miles.”

The survival rate of the new resi-
dents was not good.

“After 148 days, there was a 25
percent survival rate,” Hernandez
said. “That’s a lower rate than resi-
dent birds in other areas.”

Only 36 percent of the quail
nested, and none of the birds nest-
ed more than once.

“Resident birds will nest at an
80 percent rate,” Hernandez said.

Nest success was similar to resi-
dent birds, but 100 hens produc-
ing 600 chicks is about half of the
performance of resident birds.

The research came to a grim
conclusion when it comes to relo-
cating birds.

“It's not an effective restoration
tool,” Hernandez said. “There are
probably no quail left there now —
the numbers aren’t enough to sus-
tain a population.”

Hernandez said he also is often
asked about whether pen-raised
birds can be used to establish a
population of wild birds.

“They have tried and tried —
that’s been studied since 1910,”
he said. “It just doesn't work.”

So how can a landowner interest-
ed in quail develop a population?

Provide good nesting cover, Her-
nandez said, and wait for the birds
to disperse onto the property over
time.

“You need habitat manage-
ment,” he said.

— Craig Nyhus

JOIN US TODAY
on Twitter

twitter.com/HuntFishTX
LSONews.com

Being a wild quail is a tough life. They need good
habitat and good habitat management.

The study also looked at brush
management in an attempt to deter-
mine the impact of woody cover, such
as mesquite, on the quail population.

“We studied three pastures with
10 percent, 20 percent and 30 per-
cent woody cover and compared the
survival of the quail,” Hernandez
said. “The quail did best with about
20 percent woody cover.”

Nest success and clutch size re-
mained about the same.

“We found that a 20- to 30-per-
cent mix was the best — the quail
density was better, up to 25 percent
annual survival.”

Overall, the study showed the fu-
ture for South Texas bobwhites is
good.

“It’s a boom-and-bust population
model,” Hernandez said. “But the
probability the populations will per-
sist for 100 years is 92 percent.”

The fall density of quail — the
most important time for quail hunt-
ers—isthekeyand the study showed
awide variation in populations.

The findings were that in 62 per-
cent of the years, the populations
will be average. In 25 percent of the
years the numbers will be poor and
in 13 percent of the years the num-
bers will be excellent.

Hernandez said that in some cas-
es, expectations for a great hunting
year might be a little high.

“Don’t expect banner quail hunt-
ing every year,” he said. “One in ev-
ery 10 years will be excellent.”

For landowners and leaseholders,
determining the number of quail to
target for harvest is a common ques-
tion.

“Abaglimitdoesn’t protectagainst
overharvest,” Hernandez said. “But
most areas aren’t over-hunted. Of

— Fidel Hernandez,
quail researcher

your fall population, about a 20 per-
cent harvest is sustainable.”

Figuring the fall population is
more difficult, though. Line counts
can help, and so can watching for
birds along a road or listening for
calls.

But most don’t do that, and an
easier tip may help.

“In a good year, the fall densi-
ty is about one quail per acre,” Her-
nandez said. “In an average year it is
about .6 to .7 quail per acre and in a
poor year it is less than .5 per acre.”

Landowners can determine, based
onrainfall and the birds they are see-
ing, whether it is a good, average or
poor fall population, calculate the
estimated population and target
around 20 percent of that number
for harvest.

“It’s not perfect,” Hernandez said.
“But it provides a fair estimate.”
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HEROES

AARON JONES, 12, of Marble Falls, killed this eight-
AIDAN FLANNERY, 4, SCOTT FLANNERY, WILLIAM OSTEEN, 4, and CLINT OSTEEN (not shown) of Plano hold a few DAVID DEVENY of Farmers Branch shot this turkey point buck with a score of 119 5/8 in Stephens
of the crappie they caught on Lake Gladewater with minnows. with a 12-gauge in Travis County. County in November.
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KATIE SEBESTA, 14,

of Cat Spring caught and
released this 50-inch, Lone Star Outdoor News
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€ Lan utwnile .
fishing with her father, tous W'th_a phone number
Carl, during the and caption information.
2009 spring
break on a editor@lonestaroutdoornews.com
guided trip with
Capt. Kyle Johnson. Heroes, Lone Star Outdoor News,
9304 Forest Lane, Suite 114 South,
Dallas, TX, 75243
KYLER DE LEON, 5, from San Benito landed this 24-inch redfish out of
Port Mansfield.
[
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Crossbows

Continued from Page 6

al hunting opportunity,” said Snyder,
a lifelong bowhunter from Ohio. As
a spokesman for Ohio-based Horton
Manufacturing, makers of the Horton
line of crossbows, Snyder travels across
the nation teaching bow hunting sem-
inars and includes crossbow skills in
his presentations.

“We all say we need to recruit more
hunters into the field to protect our
sport,” Snyder said. “Crossbows have
proven to be the No. 1 link not only to
getting women and children involved
in archery hunting, but recruiting fire-
arms hunters as well.

“Think about it: A crossbow is held
and shot with the same technique as
a shoulder-held firearm. So it’s a natu-
ral for a rifle hunter to convert. And in
Texas, where there is an archery-only
(deer hunting) season, a rifle hunter
can purchase a crossbow and expect
an easy conversion; with practice they
can start shooting arrows in a tight

group quickly and extend their season
by two weeks.”

That’s where the “but” comes in.

“A crossbow is a bow and arrow set
turned sideways and shot with a trig-
ger, nothing more and nothing less,”
Snyder said. “That’s why they are in-
cluded in so many states’ archery
equipment regulations.

“But crossbows do have their limits,
and you do need to practice to become
proficient in their use.

“You're also going to have to bone-
up on your stealth and stalking skills.
For most of your shots are going to
come well within 40 yards. Between
the tip of the broadhead to the flank
of a deer, there is nothing different be-
tween shooting a vertical versus a hori-
zontal bow.

“If you don’t practice basic archery
hunting tactics including scouting,
scent control and limiting movement,
you may as well wait until rifle season,
for the chances of you getting within
20 yards of a mature deer are down-
right slim.”

Crosshow rules for Texas

In Texas, crossbows with minimum draw weight of
125 pounds, a mechanical safety and a stock that is
25 inches or longer are legal during the general sea-
son and archery-only open seasons except in Grayson
county, where traditional archery equipment only is
permitted.

Myths vs. facts

The American Crossbow Federation has compiled
what it believes are myths and the facts about cross-
bows. Here are a few:

Myth: Crossbows are unsafe.

Fact: Based on 30 years of statistical data, accident
rates involving crossbows are identical to those of ver-
tical bows. When considering hunting hours involved
and numbers of hunters, crossbows are among the saf-
est forms of hunting.

Myth: A crossbow is much more efficient than a ver-
tical bow.

Fact: A modern 150-pound draw weight compound
crossbow delivers the same speed and stored energy as
a 65-70 pound compound vertical bow. The crossbow
requires twice the amount of draw weight because the

power stroke (draw length) is half as long as that of the
compound bow. Both types of bows launch the same
weight arrow at the same speed.
Myth: Crossbow hunting will wipe out the deer herd.
Fact: In states with generous crossbow seasons, the
success rates of crossbow hunters and vertical bow
hunters are nearly the same.
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STAR tournament leaderboard

Results are pouring in at the
summer-long CCA STAR tour-
nament, with a record num-
ber of tagged redfish being
landed. But a few boat packag-
es and many other contests re-
main. The contest fundraiser
ends Labor Day, and dozens of
tagged reds are still available.

Texas Ford Dealers Redfish Division
Truck-boat package Boat package

M John Sendejas M Ty Howard

W Sam Campos M Charles Maresh
M David Raska

M Ronald Scheck

W Keith McLaren

Starkids Scholarship Division
Ages 6-10
$50,000 Scholarship

M Flounder: 5 pounds, 5 ounces
Kendall Karasek, 8, of Orange Grove

M Sheepshead: 9 pounds
Rodolpho Ibarra |11, age 9, of Dayton

M Gafftop: 7 pounds, 8 ounces
Jeremy Chessher, 10, of Warren

As-it-happens news and insight for Texas hunters and anglers.

Academy Sports & Outdoors Starteens
Scholarship Trout Division (Ages 11-17)
6-pound min., $20,000 scholarship

M Speckled trout Upper Coast:
8 pounds, 11 ounces
Cory Cobler, 16, of Lake Jackson

W Speckled trout Mid-Coast:
7 pounds, 14 ounces
Jeremy Patrick, 13, of Corpus Christi

M Speckled trout Lower Coast:
7 pounds, 14 ounces

Kristina Anderson, 12, of Port
Mansfield

Time Warner Cable Starteens
Scholarship Inshore Division (11-17)
$20,000 Scholarship

M Flounder: 5 pounds, 13 ounces
Matthew Denson, 12, of Houston

M Sheepshead: 9 pounds, 4 ounces
Nicholas Pantoja, 16, of Highlands

M Gafftop: 6 pounds, 8 ounces
Bryce Darder, 16, of Nederland

Ford / Tilson Home Corp. Leader Board
M Speckled trout Upper Coast:

9 pounds, 2 ounces

Harold Riley of Webster

W Speckled trout Mid-Coast:
8 pounds, 14 ounces
Wade Allen Brown of Brazoria

M Speckled Trout Lower Coast:
10 pounds, 7 ounces
Robb Sherron of Corpus Christi

M Kingfish: 52 pounds, 12 ounces
Jeffery Wagen of Seabrook

M Dorado: 46 pounds, 2 ounces
W. R. Trey Buford Il of Harlingen

M Ling (cobia):
79 pounds, 3 ounces
Steven A. Richards of Porter

M Flounder: 6 pounds, 14 ounces
Joseph Jackson of Corpus Christi

M Sheepshead: 9 pounds, 10 ounces
Steve Ocanas of Baytown

M Gafftop: 7 pounds, 11 ounces
Amanda Darder-Hebert of Nederland

Results are as of July 6. For more
information, including a list of weigh-
in stations and registration locations,
visit www.ccatexas.org. Proceeds
from STAR go to CCA Texas and its
conservation programs.

Bluewater

Continued from Page 8

hind us, and they were all catama-
rans.”

Anglers found green water with-
in the first mile of the beach, with
dark blue showing in the first few
miles, and bright blue within 20
miles of shore. Teams reported hav-
ing a tough time making bait in the
bright blue water.

“We just never catch blue run-
ners when the water is too blue,”
said Kevin Louis, a crewmember of
the Bleedin’ Green. After running
out of bait, they had to move closer
to shore and into darker waters to
make bait again.

The tournament rules allow an-
glers to depart from any port, in-
cluding Freeport, Sargent, Port
O’Conner and Matagorda, but
boats going to weigh in fish were re-
quired to have rounded the corner
of the Matagorda harbor breakwa-
terby 7 p.m.

“It was a great tournament,” said
Tournament Director Mark Hol-
land. “We’re already making plans

for

next year. When you're done,

you’re physically drained, and
you're mentally drained, but it’s
worth it.”

2009 Bluewater

Challenge Winners
Kingfish

49.6 pounds
Team Bills Deal

27.9 pounds
Team XXX

Ling

49.1 pounds
Team Reelin and Rockin

36.7 pounds
Team Boogeyman

Dolphin

32.3 pounds
Team Boogeyman

17.6 pounds
Team Big Daddy

Red snapper

17.0 pounds
Team Flatlined

16.3 pounds
Team Hot Rod

Heaviest non-category fish

49.4-pound amberjack
Team Hot Rod

First place lady angler

47.9-pound amberjack
Team Cha Ching

Junior anglers

37.4-pound amberjack
Team On The Take

35.3-pound kingfish
Team Outcast

11.7-pound red snapper
Team Cha Ching
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Hort BITES

LARGEMOUTH
Bass

BROWNWOOD: Excellent on frogs,
buzzbaits and spinnerbaits over grass
flats and among stickups and on
redbug and watermelon red worms with
chartreuse tails around docks and near
the rocks.

ALAN HENRY: Good on white
spinnerbaits along brush and grass
lines and on black/blue soft plastics
and jigs worked in brush.

AMISTAD: Good on watermelon seed,
watermelon red and green pumpkin
crankbaits and soft plastics in 18-20
feet.

WHITE,
HyYBRID,
STRIPER

RAY HUBBARD: White bass are excellent on
1.5-ounce slabs and small topwaters.
CEDAR CREEK: White bass are very good on
Humdingers and slabs.

TEXOMA: Striped bass are good on live
shad in 25-50 feet.

COOPER: White bass are good on slabs and
Rooster Tails.

GRAPEVINE: White bass are good on
topwaters, Humdingers and slabs.
GREENBELT: White bass are good on live
bait and chrome crankbaits.

MEREDITH: White bass are good on live bait.

CATFISH

BRAUNIG: Channel and blue catfish are
excellent on liver, shrimp, cut bait and
cheesebait near the dam and the hot
water discharge.

CADDO: Catfish are excellent on trotlines
set with earthworms.

CALAVERAS: Channel catfish are excellent
on liver, cheesebait and shad near the
railroad trestle. Blue catfish are excellent
on liver and cut bait.

BUCHANAN: Yellow and blue catfish are
very good on juglines and trotlines baited
with goldfish and perch upriver above
the falls.

CRAPPIE

LIVINGSTON: Excellent on minnows.

RAY ROBERTS: Very good on minnows
and jigs over brush piles-sunny days are
best for finding concentrated fish.

ALAN HENRY: Water lightly stained; 80
degrees; 0.01" low. Crappie are good
on minnows and jigs. Catfish are good
on live bait.

AMISTAD: Water clear; 85 degrees; 0.83'
high. Striped bass are slow. White bass
are slow. Crappie are slow. Catfish are
good on trotlines and juglines baited
with live perch.

ARROWHEAD: Water lightly stained;

79 degrees; 5.40’ low. Black bass are
good on crankbaits, chatterbaits or jigs
off rocky points and rip-rap. Crappie
are good on jigs suspended 7-12 feet.
White bass are good trolling and casting
towards rocky points in Sailboat Cove
area. Blue catfish are good drift fishing
with cut shad or cheese bait on flats at
12-15 feet and on juglines with shad.

BELTON: Water clear; 84 degrees; 2.40'
low. Black bass are fair trolling Rat-L-
Traps. Hybrid striper are slow. White
bass are slow. Crappie are fair on min-
nows in 20 feet at night. Channel and
blue catfish are good on nightcrawlers.

BOB SANDLIN: Water stained; 85-88
degrees; 0.19' low. Black bass are good
on Carolina rigs, drop-shot rigs and
topwaters. Crappie are fair on minnows
and jigs around structure. Catfish are
fair on cut bait and nightcrawlers.
BRAUNIG: Water stained; 82 degrees.
Black bass are fair on crankbaits and
dark soft plastic worms in reeds and
near the jetty and dam. Striped bass
are fair on liver and shad near the pier
and down-rigging silver and gold spoons
near the jetty and dam. Redfish are ex-
cellent on perch, shad and spoons and
down-rigging near the jetty and dam.
BROWNWOOD: Water stained; 83 de-
grees; 6.46' low. Hybrid striper are good
on shad in Hybrid Alley. White bass are
excellent on Li'l Fishies and crankbaits
off lighted docks at night. Crappie are
good on minnows and Li'l Fishies in
8-14 feet. Channel catfish are good on
trotlines baited with live bait in 8-12
feet. Yellow catfish are good on trotlines
baited with live bait.

BUCHANAN: Water clear; 83 degrees;
19.67" low. Black bass are good on
Texas-rigged grape worms, flukes and
watermelon topwaters along stumps

on sloping island points and secondary
points of pockets in 5-15 feet at daylight.
Striped bass are fair on crankbaits from
Lighthouse Point to the dam on the
surface at daylight. White bass are slow
to fair trolling Shad Raps and jigging
artificial minnows and Tiny Traps over
rock piles in 20-30 feet. Crappie are
good on minnows and crappie jigs over
brush piles. Channel catfish are good on
live bait and dip bait.

CADDO: Water off-color; 85-93 degrees;
0.29' high. Black bass are good on soft
plastic frogs and Texas-rigged worms
fished around pads. Crappie are fair on
minnows along the river channel. White
bass are good in the river channel.
Bream are fair on crickets and red wig-
glers the in shallows.

CALAVERAS: Water stained; 82 degrees.
Black bass are slow. Striped bass are
fair on spoons and striper jigs between
the dam and the crappie wall in 15 feet
and on chicken livers and shad along
the shoreline. Redfish are excellent
down rigging silver and gold spoons and
live bait along the crappie wall and the
dam in 10-20 feet on live perch and
tilapia along the shoreline and on live
bait along the crappie wall.

CANYON LAKE: Water clear; 82 degrees;
13.36' low. Black bass are fair on
crankbaits and flukes upriver along
shorelines. Striped bass are slow drifting
live bait and trolling crankbaits. White
bass are slow. Smallmouth bass are good
on root beer grubs and craws, char-
treuse plastic crickets and watermelon
red tubes. Crappie are fair to good on
crappie jigs and live minnows. Channel
catfish are slow. Yellow and blue catfish
are very good on jug and trotlines.

CEDAR CREEK: Water lightly stained; 86-
89 degrees; 0.38' low. Black bass are
fair early on topwaters, midday switching
to flukes around grass. Hybrid striper
are fair on Sassy Shad early. Crappie are
fair on minnows over brush piles. Catfish
are very good drifting cut shad.

CHOKE CANYON: Water clear; 85

FISHING REPORT

degrees; 7.74' low. Black bass are

good on deep-running crankbaits and
white/chartreuse spinnerbaits. Crappie
are slow. Drum are fair on nightcrawlers.
Channel and blue catfish are fair on cut
bait and punchbait. Yellow catfish are
good on juglines baited with perch.

COLEMAN: Water clear; 84 degrees;
7.96' low. Black bass are fair on
watermelon red and watermelon green
spinnerbaits and soft plastics. Hybrid
striper are fair on live shad. Crappie

are fair on minnows over brush piles in
20-30 feet. Channel and blue catfish are
good on trotlines baited with live perch.
COLETO CREEK: Water stained; 83
degrees (91 degrees at discharge); 3.36'
low. Black bass are fair on soft plastics
and topwaters. Striped bass are slow.
White bass are slow. Crappie are slow.
Channel and blue catfish are slow.
CONROE: Water murky; 0.79’ low. Black
bass are good on Carolina-rigged soft
plastics, crankbaits and spinnerbaits.
Striped bass are fair on minnows and
silver striper jigs. Crappie are good on

points and Texas-rigged soft plastics in
the shallows. Crappie are fair to good
on minnows and jigs over brush piles
and under docks. Catfish are fair on
nightcrawlers and live shad.

GREENBELT: Water stained; 77 degrees;
28.91’ low. Black bass are good

on shad-colored crankbaits, white
spinnerbaits, watermelon red soft
plastic plastics, live bait and topwaters.
Crappie are good on jigs and minnows.
Smallmouth bass are good on live bait
and white spinnerbaits. Walleye are
good on live bait and chrome/blue
jerkbaits. Catfish are good on live bait
and cut bait.

HOUSTON COUNTY: Water clear; 90
degrees; 0.24' low. Black bass to 4
pounds are fair on watermelon red

and June bug red flake 10" soft plastic
worms near the subdivisions and on the
south side of the lake near the dam in
12-16 feet. White bass are slow. Crappie
are fair on live minnows over brush piles
near the pump station and in coves near
the dam in 20 feet. Bream are good

Hort Srot

South Sabine

Trout are fair to good under birds and pods of shad. Trout are good at the
jetty on live bait and topwaters. Trout are good while drifting scattered
shell on plastics. Fish have been feeding on top from the Causeway Reef
to Coffee Ground, reported guide Dickie Colburn. The reds are mixed in
with the trout, and topwaters are producing fewer but larger trout.

minnows and fair on blue tube jigs.
Catfish are good on stinkbait, chicken
livers and nightcrawlers.

COOPER: Water lightly stained; 84-88
degrees; 0.55' low. Black bass are fair
on drop-shot rigs, Rat-L-Traps and Texas
rigs. Crappie are fair to good on jigs and
minnows. Hybrid striper are fair to good
on Sassy Shad and live shad. Catfish are
fair on nightcrawlers and prepared bait.

FALCON: Water stained; 87 degrees.
Black bass are fair on shallow running
crankbaits on the north end of the lake.
Striped bass are slow. Crappie are good
on jigs. Channel and blue catfish are
good on frozen shrimp under birds.

FORK: Water lightly stained; 85-94
degrees; 0.09" high. Black bass are fair
to good on topwaters early and late, later
switching to Senkos, drop-shot-rigged
finesse worms and Carolina-rigged
watermelon/red Brush Hogs. Crappie
are good on minnows and jigs under the
bridges and over brush piles. Catfish are
good on prepared baits.

GIBBONS CREEK: Water clear. Black
bass are fair on soft plastic worms and
crankbaits. Crappie are good on min-
nows. Catfish are good on nightcrawlers,
cut bait and chicken livers.

GRANBURY: Water clear; 2.37’ low. Black
bass are fair on Carolina-rigged soft
plastics and on shad-colored crankbaits.
Striped bass are fair on minnows. White
bass are fair on minnows and silver
spoons. Crappie are fair on minnows.
Catfish are good on nightcrawlers,
chicken livers and frozen shrimp.
GRANGER: Water murky; 83 degrees;
2.68' low. Black bass are slow. White
bass are fair trolling crankbaits along
roadbeds. Crappie are good on minnows
and jigs in 10-15 feet. Blue catfish are
good on juglines.

GRAPEVINE: Water off-color; 84-92
degrees; 2.16' low. Black bass are fair
on crankbaits off main and secondary

on live worms off piers and grass beds.
Channel and blue catfish are good on
trotlines baited with perch in 12-20 feet.

HUBBARD CREEK: Water lightly stained;
78 degrees; 5.72" low. Black bass

are good on white spinnerbaits and
watermelon red soft plastic lures worked
along trees and stickups. Crappie are
good on jigs and minnows. White bass
and hybrid stripers are good on live bait.
Catfish are good on live bait.

JOE POOL: Water off-color; 85-91
degrees; 0.51" low. Black bass are fair
on Rat-L-Traps, spinnerbaits and Texas
rigs. Crappie are fair on minnows and
jigs. White bass are fair on Humdingers
and topwaters. Catfish are fair on cut
and prepared baits.

LAKE 0’ THE PINES: Water stained;
85-91 degrees; 1.3 high. Black bass
are fair on topwaters, drop-shot rigs

and spinnerbaits. Crappie are fair on
minnows and jigs. Catfish are good on
nightcrawlers and cheesebait.
LEWISVILLE: Water off-color; 85-92 de-
grees; 0.31" low. Black bass are fair on
chatterbaits, spinnerbaits, Texas rigs and
Bandit 100 crankbaits. Crappie are fair
on minnows and jigs over brush piles.
Catfish are good on prepared bait.
LIVINGSTON: Water fairly clear; 85
degrees; 0.28' high. Black bass are fair
to good on spinnerbaits and crankbaits.
White bass are excellent on pet spoons,
trolling tubes and slabs. Striped bass are
slow. Blue catfish are very good on cut
bait and shad.

MEREDITH: Water stained; 77 degrees;
70.12" low. Black bass are good on live
bait, black/brown jigs, watermelon/char-
treuse soft plastic worms or lizards.
Crappie are good on jigs and minnows.
Smallmouth bass are good on live bait
and crankbaits. Walleye are good on
live bait and bottom bouncers. Channel
catfish are good on live bait.

0.H. IVIE: Water lightly stained; 77

degrees; 12.26' low. Black bass are
good on live bait, white spinnerbaits,
black/white jigs and soft plastic jerkbaits
worked around timber and brush. Crap-
pie are good on minnows and jigs. White
bass are good on live bait. Smallmouth
bass are good on live bait. Channel
catfish are good on live bait.

OAK CREEK: Water lightly stained; 77 de-
grees; 5.31" low. Black bass are fair on
white spinnerbaits and live bait. Crappie
are fair on minnows and jigs. Catfish are
good on live bait.

PALESTINE: Water lightly stained; 85-90
degrees; 0.99' low. Black bass are fair
to good on spinnerbaits, Texas-rigged
black/blue worms and Rat-L-Traps.
Crappie are fair on minnows and jigs
over brush piles. Hybrid striper are fair
on live shad. White bass are good on
topwaters and Humdingers. Catfish
are fair to good on nightcrawlers and
cheese bait.

POSSUM KINGDOM: Water stained; 80
degrees; 4.54' low. Black bass are good
on watermelon soft plastics and chrome
Rat-L-Traps or crankbaits on mid-lake
points. Crappie are fair on minnows and
yellow jigs in Rock Creek. White bass are
good on chrome Rat-L-Traps and jigging
spoons. Stripers are good on silver
spoons and crankbaits. Catfish are good
on live shad and cut liver.

RAY HUBBARD: Water fairly clear; 85-91
degrees; 0.16' low. Black bass are fair
to good on Carolina-rigged Brush Hogs,
drop-shot-rigged finesse baits and
spinnerbaits. Crappie are fair on min-
nows and jigs. Hybrid striper are good
on slabs burned through the schools.
Catfish are fair on prepared bait.

RAY ROBERTS: Water clear; 85-92
degrees; 0.01" high. Black bass to

7.5 pounds are good early on Booyah
spinnerbaits, later switching to Carolina-
rigged soft plastics in 10-15 feet. White
bass are good-schooling early on the
main lake. Catfish are good on prepared
bait over holes baited with sour grain.
RICHLAND CHAMBERS: Water off-color;
86-92 degrees; 3.14" low. Black bass
are fair on spinnerbaits, Texas-rigged
lizards or worms and medium diving
crankbaits. White bass and hybrid
striper are fair to good on Humdingers,
topwaters and live shad. Crappie are
good on minnows and jigs. Catfish are
good cut shad and prepared baits.

SAM RAYBURN: Water murky; 84
degrees; 2.36' low. Black bass are fair
on minnows and watermelon soft plastic
worms. White bass are fair on minnows.
Crappie are good on minnows and
blue/black tube jigs. Bream are fair on
nightcrawlers. Catfish are very good on
trotlines baited with live bait and cut bait.

STILLHOUSE: Water clear; 89 degrees;
1.81" low. Black bass are good on
watermelon red and green pumpkin soft
plastics. White bass are slow. Crappie
are slow. Channel and blue catfish are
good on doughbait, chicken livers and
chicken bloodbait.

TAWAKONI: Water stained; 8591
degrees; 0.75' low. Black bass are fair

on 3" Sweet Beavers with a 1/8-ounce
weight, Texas-rigged lizards and
chatterbaits. Crappie are fair on minnows
and jigs. White bass are fair to good on
slabs and topwaters. Striped bass and
hybrid striper are fair on live shad. Cat-
fish are good on prepared and cut bait.
TEXOMA: Water off-color; 84-89 degrees;
0.06' low. Black bass are fair on
Carolina rigs, medium diving crankbaits
and Texas rigs. Catfish are good on
nightcrawlers and prepared bait.

TOLEDO BEND: Water murky; 84 degrees;
1.40' low. Black bass are good on water-
melon soft plastic worms, spinnerbaits
and Rat-L-Traps. Striped bass are fair
on minnows and white striper jigs. White
bass are fair on silver spoons. Crappie
are good on minnows and chartreuse
tube jigs. Bream are good on crickets
and nightcrawlers. Channel and blue
catfish are good on trotlines baited with
live bait and stinkbait in 30 feet.

WHITNEY: Water stained; 9.56" low.
Black bass are slow. Striped bass are
slow. White bass are fair on minnows.
Crappie are fair on minnows and char-
treuse tube jigs. Catfish are good on bait
shrimp, stinkbait and liver.

SALTWATER
SCENE

NORTH SABINE: Trout are good in the river on
live shad. Trout are fair to good under birds
and pods of shad on soft plastics. Redfish are
good under rafts of shad on topwaters.

BOLIVAR: Trout are good on the south shore-
line on Bass Assassins, Trout Killers and Sand
Eels. Trout are good at Rollover Pass.

TRINITY BAY: Trout are good for drifters
working pods of shad and mullet on Bass As-
sassins, Trout Killers

and Sand Eels.

Trout, redfish

and flounder

are good at the spillway

on live bait. Redfish have been schooling on
the surface around midday.

EAST GALVESTON BAY: Trout are good for
drifters working shell on limetreuse and plum
plastics. Trout are good on the south shoreline
on Catch 5s, MirrOlures and Catch 2000s.

WEST GALVESTON BAY: Waders have taken
good trout on topwaters in the afternoon.
Sheepshead, redfish and black drum are
good at the jetty on shrimp and crabs. Trout
are good in the surf on topwaters, MirrOlures
and live shrimp.

TEXAS CITY: Trout are fair to good on the reefs
and in the channel on live shrimp and croak-
ers. Redfish and sand trout are fair to good in
Moses Lake on shrimp.

FREEPORT: Trout are good at San Luis Pass
on shrimp, MirrOlures and soft plastics.
Trout, redfish, sand

trout and

sheepshead

are good

on live shrimp on the

reefs in Christmas Bay. Trout are good early in
the morning at the jetties on live shrimp.

EAST MATAGORDA: Trout are good for drifters
on live shrimp over mid-bay reefs. Redfish
are good in the middle of the bay on live
shrimp near slicks.

MATAGORDA: Trout are good on sand and
grass humps on soft plastics and topwaters.
Redfish are good on topwaters and live
shrimp at the mouth of Oyster Lake. Trout are
good in the surf on live bait.

PORT 0’CONNOR: Trout and redfish are good
on topwaters and live bait over sand, grass
and shell in San Antonio

Bay. Trout and

redfish are at the

mouths of the

back lakes on

the outgoing

tide. Trout are good

in the surf and at the jetty

on live bait.

ROCKPORT: Trout are fair in the guts and
channels on free-lined shrimp. Trout are fair
over grass drifting live shrimp. Redfish are
fair to good in the guts with low tides.

PORT ARANSAS: Trout, redfish and
sheepshead are fair to good at the jetty on
shrimp and croakers. Trout are good in the
surf on topwaters and croakers. Offshore is
good for red snapper, kingfish and ling.

CORPUS CHRISTI: Trout are fair to good on the
edge of the spoils on Gulps and live shrimp.
Redfish are good in the potholes on shrimp.
Trout are fair to good on the edges of the guts
near Shamrock Cove.

BAFFIN BAY: Trout are good on topwaters
around rocks and grass. Trout are fair at night
in the Land Cut on live shrimp. Trout are fair
to good while drifting grass around spoils on
soft plastics and topwaters.

PORT MANSFIELD: Trout are good on
topwaters on the edge of the channel and
around sand and grass. Redfish are fair to
good while drifting pot holes. Offshore is good
for red snapper, kingfish and ling.

SOUTH PADRE: Tarpon are showing at the
pass. Trout are

good on shrimp

and DOA

Shrimp while

drifting grass

beds. Spanish mackerel and snook have
been taken at the jetty.

PORT ISABEL: Trout and redfish are fair to
good on the flats on live shrimp. Redfish
are hanging in the guts with low tides in the
morning.
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NATIONAL

National News in Brief

Another Swann breaks
N.C. kokanee record

The Swanns of Swannanoa, N.C., are keeping
it all the family when it comes to breaking fresh-
water fish state records.

Ashley Swann reeled in a record-breaking 3-
pound, 9-ounce kokanee salmon from Nantaha-
la Lake on June 20, nearly two years after her
father-in-law, Mark Swann, accomplished the
same feat — twice in one month — by reeling in
a 2.48-pounder on Aug. 3, 2007, and a 3.07-
pound fish Aug. 28, 2007.

“l had no clue that I had broken his record un-
til | reeled it in, and he said ‘You just beat my re-
cord,”” Swann said. “I had no intention of break-
ing his record — but | did.”

Unlike her father-in-law, however, this was her
first time landing a big fish. What’s more, it was
her first time fishing on a boat.

“I've only fished in creeks before and just
caught little fish,” Swann said. “This was my first
time ever fishing for big fish.”

Nantahala, a 1,065-acre lake in Macon and
Clay counties, is the only body of water in North
Carolina that supports a kokanee salmon fishery.

— N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission report

N.Y. brook trout record
tops 5 pounds, 21 inches

Tom Yacovella of Utica, N.Y., reeled in a new
state record brook trout June 7 while fishing Ra-
quette Lake in Hamilton County in the heart of
the Adirondack Park. Caught on a Rapala lure,
the brook trout weighed 5 pounds, 4.5 ounces
and measured 21 inches, surpassing the previ-
ous state record set in 2006 by 5 ounces.

— New York Dept. of Environmental Conservation

Georgia urban deer plan
ready, supports hunting

A new plan for managing urban deer in Georgia
recommends hunting as the top method.

JOIN US TODAY

SALMON KING: Ashley Swann, of Swannanoa,
holds up the newest freshwater fish state record, a
3-pound, 9-ounce kokanee salmon. Photo by N. C.
Wildlife Resources Commission.

Hunting is effective money well spent, and al-
ternatives are expensive and ineffective, accord-
ing to the Urban Deer Management Plan. Other
approaches will have to be used, such as habitat
modification and exclusion, but wildlife manag-
ers say predator reintroduction and contraception
are not recommended because they are neither
feasible nor suitable.

Regulated hunting has reduced Georgia’s es-
timated statewide deer population from a high
of 1.4 million deer in the 1990s to the current
statewide estimate of 1 million deer, according to
state wildlife managers. Despite a successful re-
duction in the statewide deer population through
hunting, Georgia has areas of overabundance in
urban and suburban settings. Rapid human pop-

on Facebook

www.facebook.com

www.LSONews.com

Become a fan.
See what the Lone Star
Outdoor News staff is
hunting and fishing.

Click “All Results” when
searching for Lone Star
Outdoor News’ page.

ulation growth and development has limited the
efficacy of hunting in these areas, resulting in a
variety of management challenges.

— Georgia Dept. of Natural Resources report

Plan completed for Lake
Mead’s quagga mussels

Two years after invasive quagga mussels were
first detected in Lake Mead, scientists from the
University of Nevada, Las Vegas, estimate that
nearly 3 trillion adult and juvenile mussels live in
the lake’s Boulder Basin alone. The mussels clog
water pipelines, attach to boats and lake struc-
tures and profoundly impact the lake’s ecosystem.

To lessen the impact of the rapidly reproducing
species on the lake, the researchers, the National
Park Service and other groups developed the first
standardized quagga mussel monitoring plan to
track mussel size, abundance and distribution at
more than 50 sampling sites throughout the lake.

Strategic monitoring will help lake managers
better understand quagga mussel populations
and the adverse impact they have on the lake,
and it allows for better coordination of remedia-
tion strategies among partnering agencies, said
UNLV Research Assistant Professor David Wong.

“In a large ecosystem like Lake Mead, it's
impossible to fully eradicate quagga mussels,”
Wong said. “Strategically monitoring quagga
mussels, however, will help us identify how they
behave given the lake’s unique temperature, food
sources and existing biodiversity. We can then de-
velop appropriate ways to minimize their substan-
tial environmental and monetary impact.”

The mussels can reproduce year-round at
Lake Mead because of warmer water tempera-
tures. Annual costs for maintenance of water
intakes, marine structures and watercraft ex-
ceed $1 million.

— UNLV report

La. opens $23 million,
sturdy lab in Grand Isle

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries officially opened its new state-of-the-art
Fisheries Research Lab in Grand Isle on June 30.

Scientists will get the information needed to

manage and conserve the state’s marine resourc-
es at one of the finest marine labs in the country,
department Secretary Robert Barham said.

The 32,000-square-foot structure is made of
reinforced concrete to be as hurricane proof as
possible. The core structure is built to sustain
300 mph winds, and the facility has its own pow-
er generator.

— Staff report

Fishing grants help Minn.
educators teach children

A program in Minnesota provides free fish-
ing gear to educators and anglers willing to teach
children to use it.

Thirty-three fishing instructors — teachers,
Scout leaders, 4-H leaders and anglers — won
the grants this year. They put 976 new rods and
reels in children’s hands. Their grant package in-
cluded complete rod-and-reel combos, a tackle
box with starter tackle, a pair of fishing vests for
instructors and a safety bag containing personal
floatation devices, a rescue bag and a first aid kit.

The program, administered by MinnAqua, the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources’ an-
gling and aquatic education program, aims to in-
troduce children to fishing.

— Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources report

Record deer harvest in
South Dakota last year

South Dakota hunters saw the state’s highest
deer harvest in 2008, the ninth consecutive year
the deer harvest increased in the state.

State Game Harvest Survey Coordinator Co-
rey Huxoll said an estimated 74,000 white-tailed
deer and 18,000 mule deer were harvested dur-
ing the 2008 hunting seasons, an increase of
more than 4,000 deer from 2007 and nearly
double the 46,000 deer harvested in 1999.

The buck harvest estimate remained similar to
2007, while the doe harvest increased by nearly
4,000 whitetails and mule deer. Mule deer com-
prised about 20 percent of the total harvest.

Overall harvest success of 48 percent re-
mained unchanged from 2007.

— South Dakota DNR report
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V-Sharp Sportsman Package
This adjustable sharpener by Warthog Sharpeners

will hone both sides of the blade at the same time.
The V-Sharp adjusts to 17, 20 or 25 degrees

and uses two natural diamond-honing rods. The

company’s Sportsman Package offers the

sharpener plus finishing steel and C-clamp in a

protective camo case for traveling.

It sells for about $115.

PRODUCTS

WeedRaker
Jenlis Inc.’s lake rake will not only remove weeds and debris floating
on the water’s surface but it also will dig the stems and roots of lake
and pond weeds. Plus, it can rake away decaying organic matter at
the bottom of a lake that fuels the growth of aquatic vegetation.
The 37-inch-wide rake head, which is hollow, can be weighted
down with gravel or other material so it can dig deeper. The
rake’s four-section handle snaps together to offer up to
11 feet of reach. When used with the

(877) 719-0123
www.v-sharp.com

Crossfire Extreme Sling
Altus Brands’ new sling was
designed for versatility. Available in
two models — one for
archery bows and
another for long guns
and crossbows — the
slings are made from
durable nylon webbing.
The Crossfire can be
mounted out of the
package, providing more
than 20 positions of carry
for long guns and 10
positions for bows. The
sling may be worn while
shooting. The slings sell
for about $20.
(800) 891-3660
WWW.pro-ears.com
www.Altusbrands.com

The Lock-n-Haul

This transom saver by Lock-n-Haul adjusts
to fit most outboard motors with hydraulic tilt
and trim systems. The one-piece device will
stabilize and protect the motor during travel
by locking the tilt and steering pivots. It uses
a quick-clip coated aircraft cable retaining
lanyard to hold the outboard motor in place
— no tools or steering clips are required. The
anti-corrosive device can be used in fresh or
saltwater. It sells for about $55.

(800) 503-8749

www.lock-n-haul.com

CLASSIFIEDS

Place your classified
Place a classified ad in
Lone Star Outdoor News
and experience the results of a new look.
The 2"x 2" ad will get
the attention necessary to say SOLD!

$50 per month (two issues)
Call (214) 361-2276. Ask for Mike Hughs or e-mail ad to
mhughs@Ilonestaroutdoornews.com.

accompanying 40-foot-plus rope, it

can be thrown out to 55 feet. The

WeedRaker sells for about $125.
(877) 356-6455

www.weedrazers.com

Nimbus Mosquito Net
This single point suspension net by
Mombasa Outdoors is treated with an
odorless Insect Shield insect repellent
to further protect the user from those
creepy, crawly — and sometimes
disease-carrying — diminutive visitors.
The mosquito net sets up easily and
quickly and can be used indoors or
outdoors. Made of polyester, it fits all
bed sizes and is 8-feet 2-inches high
with a circumference of just over 41
feet. Suggested price is $45.
(800) 919-9013
www.mombasaoutdoors.com
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Samurai

Continued from Page 6

Others go way over the top in
dressing up their Samurais.

At Big D Truck and Trailer in Dal-
las, three older vehicles are under-
going added modifications for the
season.

“We built blinds on top; the plat-
forms are 5-by-3 on one, 4-by-3 on
another and 5-by-9 on another,”
said Jess Pinckard, one of the own-
ers of the shop. “One has a bench
seat. The others have individual
seats. One has a ladder on the back
and we used digital camo — they’re
pretty tricked up.”

Wenches, green lights for night
varmint hunting, gun holders and
racks help finish out the machines.

“I picked one up (a 1986 mod-
el) for $500, but it needed a lot of
work,” Pinckard said. “But we have
the luxury of being able to fix most
anything — we have about $4,000
initnow.”

Anyone thinking these guys are
on to something might find the ag-
ing vehicles tough to locate.

“They were fuel-injected starting
in 1991,” Wood said. “Those are hard
to find. You can find the older, car-
bureted ones. You can pick one up
for $2,500 to $3,000, and less if they
need a lot of work. Look for the orig-
inal mud flaps, then you'll know it

GETTING READY: Bigger tires, green paint and other accessories equip this Suzuki

Samurai for hunting. Photo by Mike Warner.

didn’t spend all of its time off-road.”

The hunters gave two reasons
other than price why the like the
Samurai: comfort and quiet.

“They are real quiet,” Wood said.
“You can sneak up behind some-
one on a 4-wheeler and give them a
little bump. It gets their attention,
especially at night.”

Mark Croysdale of Duncanville
uses the Samurai to hunt hogs at
night on a lease near Aspermont.

“You can drive up to the feeder
without spooking them,” Croys-
dale said. “We have a gun rest over
the folding windshield.”

“It’ll go about anywhere,” War-
ner said. “And the good thing is
it’s street legal, although you don’t
want to go too far on the highway.”

The hunters tow their vehicles to
their leases.

The narrow frame may have led
to the vehicle’s demise, but the
hunters like it.

“It gets places a pickup or a Jeep
can’t,” Warner said. “We hunt out
of it — and the air conditioner still
works — we've had turkeys come
within 30 yards when we turned it
on torun the A/C for a few minutes
to cool oft.”

Blue

Continued from Page 1

“There were more, but they made
just one pass, and then they were
gone,” Carruthers said.

The next stop was for amberjack on
hardtails.

“We lost some but managed to get
two to the boat,” he said. “The guys
fishing squid got broke off.”

The last stop, about 32 miles out,
was for kingfish.

“The kingfish are all over,” Car-
ruthers said. “We caught nine kings
in two drifts, plus another ling.”

Anglers in the South Texas Big
Game Fishing Club tournament July
Fourth weekend tagged one blue
marlin and one sailfish. Their catch
may not show it, but the fishing has
been good, said Charles Sheldon, cap-
tain of the Bessie Belle.

“It was kind of off this weekend,”
Sheldon said. “We had a rough day
because of the weather.”

After 10 days of pleasant weather,
the wind picked up Friday night. Sev-
eral boats slated for the tournament
stayed in Port Isabel.

The boat that tagged the blue mar-
lin also caught wahoo and dorado.
The Bessie Belle claimed the sailfish,
but the crew returned to port Satur-
day night and did not fish Sunday.

The club has been fishing about
50 miles out in 100 to 300 fathoms,

and the fishing, despite rough weath-
er this spring and early summer, has
generally been good.

Sailing out of Corpus Christi, Chris
Sessions has been taking grouper, am-
berjack and wahoo about 85 to 90
miles out. He fishes Baker rig for grou-
per, Falcon for amberjack and the East
Breaks for wahoo.

“I'm running about as far as out-
board motors can go,” said Sessions,
who co-owns a 26-foot Glacier Bay.

He picks up snapper on squid and
cut bait (and boated a grouper on
squid too, a rare occurrence). For mar-
lin, wahoo and big dorado, he trolls
Pakula and Black Bart lures.

He hasnot caught a marlin this sea-
son but will target them in August.

Sessions recently caught a fish that
turned anglers’ heads: an African
pompano. Juvenile African pompa-
nos havelong spines on their fins that
resemble tentacles.

Other locations are not doing as
well, Sessions said. The Candy Stripe
area is covered in sharks, which usual-
ly chase popular game fish away, and
Candy Stripe and Ranzell have no fly-
ing fish, which indicate the presence
of more popular species.

“Where the flying fish are is where
your big predator fish are,” he said.

Friends are finding yellowfin tuna
140 miles out, but red snapper are
within 10 miles, Sessions said.

— Staffreport

ADVERTISEMENT

Bountiful exotics at Foyt Game Ranch

Texas spread provides
trophies, good times

Hunters can relax in comfort
as they pursue a wide mix of spe-
cies at Foyt Game Ranch, about 12
miles from Del Rio.

“We just try to tend to every-
body,” said Tony Foyt, who man-
ages the operation.

White-tailed deer, exotics and
turkey have the run of two large
parcels in the ranch, one 4,500
acres and one 3,500 acres. Only
the outside perimeter is high-
fenced, with no cross fencing.

“It's a lot of country to cover for
hunting,” Foyt said.

As with most of the Hill Coun-
try, Foyt Game Ranch has a lot of
brush, with big trees scattered and
open areas. A large stream flows
through one parcel.

The exotics may be hunted
year-round (summer is prime time
for black buck and axis).

For white-tailed deer, hunters
have the buck of their choice.

“We have good deer,” Foyt said.
“We don't have the super monster
deer, but we have good hunting.
We shoot some 140- to 150-class
deer.”

In addition to black buck and
axis, the ranch also has addax,
scimitar-horned oryx and eland.

Although the ranch’s whitetails
might not be monsters, its exotics
are trophies, Foyt said.

Deer may be hunted without a
guide, but most exotics are hunt-
ed with one. But options are avail-
able.

“However they want to do it,”
Foyt said.

When not hunting, guests can
spend time at the 10-person main
lodge or reserve a private cabin
that sleeps six.

The private cabin is popu-
lar among fathers and sons, hus-
bands and wives.

“They can eat at the lodge but
have a place to themselves,” Foyt

Exotics may be
hunted year-round
in Texas, and Foyt
Game Ranch is
booking trips now.
Axis and aoudad,
pictured here, are
popular targets.

said. “We try to cater to people.”

only: “Where it's good for every-

A small lake on the property body,” Foyt said.

holds fish with catch and release

OUTFITTERS

For more information, call Foyt

Game Ranch at 832-250-1472, e-
mail tony@foytgameranch.com or
visit www.foytgameranch.com.

Book more trips

Send a business card, and see it as an'ad in
Lone Star Outdoor News. $100 per month
(both issues). Send check or credit card informa-
tion to Mike Hughs, Lone Star Outdoor News, 9304
Forest Lane, Suite 114 South, Dallas, TX 75243, call
(214) 361-2276, or e-mail to
mhughs@lonestaroutdoornews.com.
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Texas Trophy Hunters
Hunters Extravaganza
San Antonio, Alamodome
(877) 261-2541
courtney@ttha.com

The State Line Challenge
Waterfow! calling contests
Beaumont, Ford Park Exhibit Hall
randy@teamrealduck.com

Cabela’s Youth 3D Archery Shoot
Roanoke, Cinnamon Creek Ranch
(817) 337-2400
tracy.doty@cabelas.com

Dallas Safari Club

Monthly meeting

Speaker Greg Oliver
Sheraton Dallas North Hotel
(972) 980-9800

Texas Bighorn Society
Annual Banquet

San Antonio, Marriott

Plaza Hotel
www.texasbighornsociety.org

Texas Hunters & Sportsman’s Expo
McAllen Convention Center
(956) 664-2884

DATEBOOK

The World’s Largest Waterfowl Calling Event
College Station, Gander Mountain
randy@teamrealduck.com

Lost Pines National Wild Turkey Federation
Fundraiser

Rockne, New Sacred Parish Hall

(512) 303-0063

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
Fundraiser

Conroe, Lone Star Convention Center
(713) 304-4446

Jasper National Wild Turkey Federation
Fundraiser

The Event Center

(409) 382-5752

Brazos Valley Ducks Unlimited

Sportsman’s Night Out and Calling Contest
College Station, Gander Mountain

(979) 255-8507

Red River National Wild Turkey Federation
Fundraiser

Wichita Falls, Knights of Columbus Hall
(940) 855-5460

Deer Breeder’s Co-op

Inaugural Fundraiser and Auction
Conroe, La Torretta Del Lago resort
(504) 952-8363
www.deerbreedersco-op.com

Laredo Hunting and Fishing Show
Laredo Entertainment Center
(210) 832-8444
quincy@smc-events.com

Texas Trio Classic

Tournament

Matagorda, Russell’s Bait and Tackle
(281) 773-9679
www.texastrioclassic.com

San Gabriel Coastal Conservation Association
Fundraiser

Round Rock, Dell Diamond

(512) 791-7103

Texas Trophy Hunters
Hunter’'s Extravaganza
Houston, Reliant Center
(877) 261-2541
courtney@ttha.com

Red River Valley Ducks Unlimited
Texas hold’em tournament
Lindsay, St. Peter’s Parish
(940) 736-6989

Lee County Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
Fundraiser

Old Dime Box, SPJST Hall

(979) 542-3037

Brownwood National Wild Turkey Federation
Fundraiser

Fairgrounds, Home Economic Building
(325) 938-5336
bjsullivan@ag.tamu.edu

Houston Delta Waterfowl
Fundraiser

Cadillac Bar & Grill
(713) 490-3865

Allen Ducks Unlimited
Fundraiser

Parker, Swingin’ D Ranch
(214) 3385-6026

Houston Safari Club
Sporting Clays Shoot
American Shooting Centers
(713) 623-8844
www.houstonsafariclub.org

North Texas Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation
Fundraiser

Grapevine, Embassy
Suites Bass Pro

(972) 964-5292

Lampassas County National
Wild Turkey Federation
Fundraiser

Hostess House

(512) 525-4086

Texas company makes
more than grille guards

Ranch Hand has built a rock-solid rep-
utation for its rock-solid grille guards,
bumpers and auto accessories. And that
firm foundation started right here in Tex-
as, 23 years ago.

“We love Texas and Texans, and we
love keeping them safe on the road and
well-equipped on the ranch,” said Scott
McClaugherty, sales manager. “We're
proud to help them with their specific ve-
hicle needs.”

Ranch Hand's vision began back in
1986 in Boerme. The company set out to
make high-quality, sturdy grille protection.
They put professionalism and sophisticat-
ed engineering into their grille guards.

Soon, ranchers quit calling them don-
key knockers. Now, the Ranch Hand
badge is found on welded steel through-
out North America.

The company’s nine types of products
come from two plants, both in Texas. The
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ADVERTISEMENT

Better protection from Ranch Han

Shiner plant is a state-of-the-art facility
covering 165,000 square feet.

Product categories are grille guards,
front bumper replacements, back bum-
pers, steps, headache racks, tool boxes,
bed caps, accessories and Jeep products.

In 2006 the Beeville welding plant was
opened to keep up with the growing de-
mand for Ranch Hand products.

“People know the value of having grille
guards or heavy-duty bumpers on their ve-
hicles,” McClaugherty said. “They are use-
ful tools and good insurance on today’s
crowded highways and back roads and
from the front gate to the back pasture.”

Ranch Hand employs 185 workers
throughout the two manufacturing plants
and stores.

Six factory outlet stores — in San An-
tonio, Boerne, Houston, Irving, Oklahoma
City and Colorado Springs — fill the needs
of customers and dealers.

Ranch Hand has an extensive dealer
network in Texas and 43 other U.S. states
and Canada.

For dealers and information, call 800-
366-9712 or visit RanchHand.com.

Ranch Hand makes
a variety of vehicle
products, including
grille guards and
bumpers, headache
racks and tool boxes.

Texins Archery Club
EXPERIENCE ARCHERY!

Northeast corner of Hwys. 75 & 635

Convenient, Interesting, Safe
& Economical Place to Shoot.

Youth and Adult Programs.

Clint Montgomery www.DallasArchery.com

Club President 214-827-7000

Texas’ Premier
Outdoor
Newspaper ...

online

LSONews.com

Better business begins here

Business ads in Lone Star Outdoor News produce results for
a wide variety of clients. Start running one in the next issue,
and begin introducing readers to your product or services.

$50 per month (two issues)

Mike Hughs
(214) 361-2276 - mhughs@lonestaroutdoornews.com
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Record?

Continued from Page 1

Eradication of largemouth bass at many
of the nation’s lakes has concerned marine
manufacturers there and in the U.S. Japan is
the second-largest bass fishing market in the
world. Recreational anglers contend that hab-
itat degradation is the cause of the decline in
native fish, and the largemouth is the scape-
goat.

Kurita, an avid bass angler, reportedly
caught an 18 1/2-pound largemouth from
Biwa on a large swimbait last year.

“I knew it was big, but I didn’t think that
something like this would come out,” Kurita
said in a televised interview. “I don’t know at
all yet if it is a world record.”

Another professional fisherman from Ja-
pan, Kazumasa Okumura, saw the fish.

“It is just totally amazing — I don’t know
what to say,” Okumura said.

Kurita said he has been fishing for 18 years
and will apply for world record recognition to
the International Game Fish Association.

The world record largemouth, weighing 22
pounds, 4 ounces and caught by George Perry
in Georgia, has stood since 1932.

If Kurita’s catch is certified, it would be the
biggest legally caught certified largemouth in
history, but it would only tie Perry’s catch as

Puzzle

solution
from Page 20

IGFA's all-tackle world record.

According to IGFA regulations for record
fish weighing less than 25 pounds (such as all
of the black bass subspecies), the potential re-
cord must weigh at least 2 ounces more than
the existing record. The Japanese fish out-
weighs Perry’s fish by less than 1 ounce.

“It’s one of my favorite lakes,” said Matt
Paino, CEO of Optimum Baits, who lived in
Japan for seven years. “The north part of the
lake, where this fish was caught, is deep and
clear with alot of rock.”

Paino said the lake has many bluegill and
bass.

“They’ll never get rid of the bass there,” he
said. “Alot of fishermen still release the bass.”

The previous Japanese bass record weighed
19.15 pounds and was caught by Kazuya Shi-
mada from Lake Ikehara on April 22, 2003, on
a swimbait.

In March 2006, Mac Weakley landed a 25-
pound, 1l-ounce bass in California’s Dixon
Lake. The fish was inadvertently foul-hooked,
and Weakley did not submit it for record con-
sideration.

Although images of Kurita and the fish are
circulating, the Japanese photographer has
not released them for publication. A link to
the videotaped interview showing Kurita and
the fish is at www.LSONews.com.

— Staffreport
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