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Hot, heavy action offshore
‘Fishing’s been getting 

better every day’
BY DANNO WISE

With so many inshore options available during the
summer months, many Texas saltwater anglers forget
a few miles away there’s a whole  other world of fish-
ing awaiting them in the Gulf of Mexico.

You don’t have to miss out, though.
As the winds and seas calm and the nearshore

waters clear — and after remnants of Hurricane Dolly
leave — deep-water fish are coming soon to a shore
near you. 

“The wind finally quit blowing last week and the
fishing’s been getting better every day,” said Capt.
Todd Lohry of Todd’s Sportfishing Services in Port
Isabel. “Having the shrimp boats out there has also
helped a lot. Since the shrimpers have shown up,
we’ve been picking up a lot of fish behind their boats.
We’ve been catching wahoo, dorado, bonito — it’s
been pretty good.

“Snapper and amberjack have been steady. We’ve
been catching plenty of both. Of course, the snapper
season’s getting ready to close, but we’ll still be pulling
plenty of amberjack when we’re structure fishing.”

Lohry said billfish fishing has been “OK,” but not
great.

“We had sailfish in as close as six miles, but they
backed out when the green water moved in,” he said.
“Once that blue water swings close again, they’ll be
back. They’re still out there, they’re just hanging a lit-
tle farther offshore.”

For now, you have to go far and deep to catch mar-
lin, said Capt. Ron Pierson, who ships out from Port
Aransas on the Texas Coastal Bend.

“Right now you’re having to run at least 60 miles to
get into the marlin,” he said.

However, that won’t be the case soon, Lohry said, as
the coast is just entering its prime marlin period.

“We should start picking up more fish over the next
few weeks. Last week we did pick up a swordfish on
one of our overnight trips, so that’s another possibili-

MIGHTY MACKEREL: Kingfish are keeping offshore anglers busy out of Port Aransas and Freeport this
summer, with limits coming on ribbonfish and lures. Photo by David J. Sams.

Leap of faith
Elite Series’ James Niggemeyer’s 
rise in the ranks not an easy ride

BY KYLE CARTER

The year was 1995. BASS profes-
sional Mark Davis had just won
the Bassmaster Classic and was in
Southern California talking to a
group of aspiring anglers.

Somewhere near the front row
sat a skinny James Niggemeyer in
his early 20s and looking for direc-
tion.

“I told him I was really serious
about fishing for a living and I
wanted some advice,” said
Niggemeyer, who is now in his
second year on the BASS Elite
Series. “He told me I should
become a guide. I held on to that
nugget and that’s how I got to this
point.”

Six years later, NiggemeyerA LONG ROAD: James Niggemeyer’s road to the Elite Series tour included years of
guiding and even sleeping in a warehouse. Photo by David J. Sams. See NIGGEMEYER, Page 17

See OFFSHORE, Page 24

BY BILL MILLER

Stan Graff likes to start fires on
his property in East Texas, but
don’t mistake him for a pyromani-
ac.

The Dallas car dealer is also an
award-winning conservationist
whose ranch in Red River County
was one of the first places in Texas

where eastern turkeys were intro-
duced in the late 1980s.

To give the birds a home where
they could thrive, Graff has
burned off excess brush and under-
growth — a practice he continues
and would like to see more
landowners doing.

“Prescribed burning is probably

Prescribed burns needed 
for eastern turkey habitat

See BURNS, Page 14
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TPW to acquire lands for state parks
Texas Parks and Wildlife is acting to

acquire two large land tracts at Big Bend
Ranch State Park in Presidio County and
Palo Duro Canyon State Park in Randall
and Armstrong counties. 

On July 17, the TPW Commission
approved acquiring the 6,817-acre
Norsworthy Ranch contained within Big
Bend Ranch State Park.

At more than 300,000 acres, Big Bend
Ranch State Park is the largest state park in
Texas. When the park was acquired, there
were numerous inholdings. The 6,817-
acre Norsworthy Ranch includes two
riverfront sections and it straddles Fresno
Canyon. The Fresno Canyon road and trail
is the only route into the park from the
town of Lajitas.

The Norsworthy estate is being liquidat-
ed and the ranch is being sold. The trustee
for the estate agreed that TPW may pur-

chase the ranch at appraised value. The
ranch was appraised in May 2008.

TPW has been working closely with the
Trust for Public Land and a private
landowner to negotiate the acquisition of
the 2,898-acre Fortress Cliff Ranch adja-
cent to Palo Duro Canyon State Park.

The 26,275-acre park straddles the sec-
ond largest canyon in North America,
after the Grand Canyon. With some eight
miles of canyon rim making up a signifi-
cant portion of the north boundary of the
park, the Fortress Cliff forms a significant
component of the vista from within the
park.

The Trust for Public Land will negotiate
and broker an agreement with the
landowner, and hold the property until
TPW can buy the ranch.

—Texas Parks and Wildlife report.

PROTECTING
THE VIEW: The

2,898-acre
Fortress Cliff

Ranch
overlooks Palo

Duro State
Park. The
ranch was

approved by
the TPW

Commission
to be

purchased by
TPW.

Photo by
TPW.

New marine conservation group formed
Enacting sensible marine conservation

laws through education and political action
is the aim of the new Center for Coastal
Conservation.

“The center fills a vacuum that existed on
the national scene for a business-oriented
organization dedicated to protecting
America’s coastal resources through involve-
ment in the political process,” said Jack
Lawton, the group’s founding chairman.

The center will focus on promoting a qual-
ity recreational fishery, ending overfishing,
rebuilding plans for fisheries, improving
angling and boating access and working
waterfronts and marinas.

“The center focuses on helping elect con-
servation-minded men and women to the
U.S. House and Senate and educating all

members of Congress regarding issues that
are important to recreational fishing and
boating,” Lawton said.

Jefferson Angers, previously the executive
director of CCA of Louisiana for 15 years, is
the center’s first president. Members of the
board of directors include executives from
CCA, the National Marine Manufacturers
Association, the International Game Fish
Association, the American Sportfishing
Association and The Billfish Foundation.

The center has formed a political action
committee for its members to participate in
the federal election process. Contributions
to the PAC and membership dues are not tax
deductible.

— Center for Coastal Conservation report.

Come by our booth at the
Texas Trophy Hunters
Extravaganza in Houston,
Aug. 1-3, or Fort Worth,
Aug. 15-17, to join us or
renew.



FAST FLYING: Falcons and their trainers spend countless hours of training, with the ultimate reward being the bird snaring its
prey — in this case, a gadwall drake. Photo by Jay Lehmer. 
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HUNTING

BY MARY HELEN AGUIRRE

Falconry.
It’s a word that invokes romantic

imagery of richly-robed Medieval
lords with  fierce birds of prey perch-
ing majestically on their  wrists wait-
ing to be released for the hunt.

For modern falconers who partici-
pate in a sport that has been around
for thousands of years, there is
indeed a sense of awe when hunting
with one of nature’s most amazing
creatures.

“The stoop on game is the most
exciting part,” said master falconer
Jay Lehmer of Frisco.

He says watching a bird of prey
execute his power dive for game at
200 to 250 miles per hour is like
watching a precision jet: “The turns
and maneuvers are just amazing.”

But the excitement of the hunt
comes only after investing plenty of
time and hard work. 

Lehmer, who is director-at-large
for the 200-member strong Texas
Hawking Association, said anyone
interested in the sport should know
that it is a big commitment.

Lehmer first became interested in
hawking at the age of 13 when he
met a falconer while visiting his
grandparents. A couple of years later,
he got his first bird and has been
involved in the sports for more than
three decades. 

Since March, he has been working
with Cowboy, who is three-quarters
Gyrfalcon and one-quarter
Peregrine.

This time of year, when the birds
are molting, Lehmer spends a couple
of hours a day with Cowboy.  “I put
him on a perch in the back yard in
the evening. I take him in the house
to keep him socialized around the
kids and the dogs,” he said.

As Cowboy’s new feathers come
in, Lehmer will step up the training,
preparing the bird of prey for the
hunting season: “I’ll let him chase a
homing pigeon and exercise him.”  

Then, it’ll really get busy. 
When Cowboy is flying at full

capacity, Lehmer will spend about
four to six hours a day either every
day or every other day with his fal-
con, taking him out to an open area

Falconers still practice ancient sport
Birds of prey dive 

for game at 200 mph

SUPER SHOOTS
Shooting events aim to kick-start kids

BY CRAIG NYHUS

The Texas Youth Shooting Sports Committee had
an interesting beginning. And it is shooting for an
even big return. 

“Two years ago, (TPW) Commissioner John Parker
was talking to a commissioner from Tennessee who
was bragging about the success of his state’s youth
shooting program,” said committee member Russ
Arnold. “Commissioner Parker came back deter-
mined to not let Tennessee’s program be better than
ours.”

The committee was formed in early 2008. Arnold,
who also is the state director of the Scholastic Clay
Targets Program, said the Super Shoots are an addi-
tional tool to bring the shooting sports to Texas
youth.

“There has been a flat or even a declining trend in
hunting license sales,” Arnold said. “We want to
revert that trend. And most importantly, kids who
participate in shooting sports with responsible adults

make better kids. And better kids make better adults.”
The first Super Shoots was held at Elm Fork

Shooting Range in Dallas in June, and the next is set
for the American Shooting Center in Houston on
Sept. 6.

The shoots are open to all to all youth. “A lot of
them are 4-H kids,” Arnold said. “Some are SCTP kids,
and others come to shoot for their first time.”

Steve Hall, education director for Texas Parks and
Wildlife, is also a committee member. “The Super
Shoots are a venue to get everyone together,” he said.
“It’s an un-intimidating venue for new shooters. We
would like to work together with the DU Greenwings,
NWTF Jakes and other groups with youth shooting
efforts.” 

“Our goal is to develop ongoing shooters,” Arnold
said.

The Super Shoots hold sporting clays, trap, and
skeet competitions, along with other shooting
chances like archery and BB gun shooting, or intro-BRING THEM IN: A young shooter participates in the first Super Shoot held at

Elm Fork Shooting Range. The second event will take place Sept. 6 at the
American Shooting Center in Houston. Photo by Russ Arnold.

Bowhunters’ broadheads
require extra caution

Injuries happen away from the field

FREAK ACCIDENT: This broadhead entered a naval helicopter
pilot's leg when being removed from its quiver after he
returned home from hunting.

BY BILL MILLER

If Merriam-Webster’s dictionary needed
an object to illustrate the word “lethal,” a
bowhunter’s broadhead would be a good
choice.

These modern projectiles are multi-
edged and razor sharp to ensure — with
proper shot placement — a quick and eth-
ical kill.

“Handle with care” is an appropriate
mantra, yet accidents with broadheads
still happen — sometimes in ways and in
places people don’t expect.

“I’ve heard of all kinds of weird injuries,”
said Jack Jetton of Pearland, president of
the Lone Star Bowhunters Association.

“I’ve heard of some master bowhunter
instructors who have stuck broadheads
into their hands.

“If it can happen, it will.”
Getting sliced by a broadhead and

falling from a tree stand are the two most
common accidents among bowhunters,
said Terry Erwin, who oversees hunter edu-
cation for Texas Parks and Wildlife.

Even the most freakish slip can cause an
injury, as one naval helicopter pilot can
attest. After returning home from a turkey
hunt, he had his quiver in his hand and
was removing the arrows. 

While pulling the arrow out of the
quiver, the broadhead came out of the
quiver’s plastic cap at the same time he

accidentally dropped the quiver. The
weight of the quiver and additional arrows
created enough force for the broadhead to
travel through his pants and enter his leg.
“It didn’t hurt, though,” the pilot said,
although he still has some loss of feeling in
the area. 

But Erwin and Jetton, who teach
bowhunter safety, agree that archers can
avoid cuts by following some basic safety
rules.

First, they said, always use a wrench
while adding a broadhead to a shaft, and
the same goes for removing it.

People should also mind where they put
their fingers, Erwin said.

See FALCONRY, Page 16

See SHOOTS, Page 22

See BROADHEAD, Page 27
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Waterfowl hunters looking to get a banded
bird this season now have a new place to look
— the Internet.

A new site produced by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service in collaboration with flyway
and state waterfowl managers shows maps
with the locations where more than 3.1 mil-
lion ducks and geese were  banded and recov-
ered since 1914.

Hunters can search and view maps show-
ing where banded ducks and geese were taken
in their favorite areas (although it is necessary
to check by each year the birds were banded),
and fortunate hunters who have taken a
banded bird can find it by locating it on the
map and clicking on the red bird icon or by
entering the band number. From there, the
map takes them to the location where the
bird was banded. 

Texas mallard hunters may want to look to
the north and east if a banded mallard is their
goal. A quick look at the maps shows that of
mallards (the most commonly banded birds)
banded in 2007, 12 were recovered in Texas
but three times that many were recovered in
Arkansas. Hunters in Texas recovered 57 mal-
lards banded in 2006, with Arkansas bringing
in more than double that number.

Texas is at or near the top in taking bands of
redheads, northern pintail and especially
blue-winged teal, where band recoveries were
most common along the Texas coast and in
the coastal prairies. Snow goose bands also
were recovered in good numbers.

But if a banded Canada goose is the target,
although Texas has prime Canada goose
hunting spots, surprisingly few banded geese
were recovered in the state — while the maps

of Nebraska and states to its north are dotted
with red icons showing banded Canada
recoveries.

While a banded bird is a prize for the
hunter, the data gathered is the payoff for
biologists. The data obtained supplies infor-
mation about movement patterns, harvest
and survival rates and assists in waterfowl
management decisions.

To date, about 16 million waterfowl have
been banded in North America, including
about 13 million ducks, including 7 million
mallards. More than 200,000 ducks and near-
ly 150,000 geese and swans are banded in
North America each year, with about 85,000-
90,000 bands being reported annually.

The site, www.flyways.us, also shows video
reports and aerial photographs from the biol-
ogists conducting the population and habitat
surveys. 

— Staff reports.

Bands across 
North America
Web site maps show waterfowl 

banding, recovery locations
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FISHING

BY CRAIG NYHUS

It’s cooler, usually calm and very
few boats are on the water. And the
bass bite at night. Guides at Lake
Fork have been night fishing for
years, and they and their customers
have big bass to show for it.

Guide Richie White said good
quality fish are being caught by his
customers, but not to expect big
numbers of fish. “On Friday night,
we brought in a 6 1/2 pounder, and
the night before, a 7 1/2,” he said.
“We lost a few big ones each night.
And on Monday night, we got a 10
1/2.”

White said the 10- to 12-inch
worms have been the best. As far as
locations, he’s fishing over
roadbeds and humps. 

The full moon helps visibility, but
tends to change the time of the best
bite. “The first two to three hours of
darkness tends to be the best when
the moon is out before dark,” he
said. “And we caught the bigger fish
between 2 and 3 a.m. With the new
moon, the bite may be better at 4.”

Shane Casey has guided night
fishermen at Fork for 20 years. “I
fish exclusively at night in the sum-
mer,” he said. “It seems the bass
relate to the same structure at night
from year to year. I’m fishing many
of the same holes I fished 20 years
ago.”

Casey prefers secondary points
and main lake points. “And when

Night bite
Lake Fork anglers come out in the dark

FISHING IN THE DARK: Summer night fishing often brings big bass success, but precautions are needed. Mickey Delamar, a G.
Loomis pro-staffer, shows a bass caught on spinnerbait. He’s also catching them on 10-inch worms. Photo by David J. Sams.

A FAMILY AFFAIR
Annual fishing reunion honors late father

BY DIANA KUNDE

Some families get together for a
reunion at a park or hotel.  The
Richardsons have an annual family
deep-sea fishing tournament — tro-
phy and all.

It started with a father’s dying
wish, said Rob Richardson of Lone
Oak.  “When our father was on his
deathbed, he said ‘I want you all to
stay close.’” 

Weldon Richardson was a retired
Dallas police officer who loved to
take his three sons deep-sea fishing.
So his sons hit on the idea of a family
fishing tournament in his honor,

Rob said.
This is the 12th year for the tourna-

ment, Rob said.
About 10 Richardsons and a cou-

ple of friends fished the Capt. John
party boat out of Galveston the third
week in July, each vying for a spot on
the family’s traveling trophy.  

“It’s a lot of fun,” Rob said.  Not all
family members fish, but they all
gather at a state campground about
eight miles west of the Seawall for the
week.  Friends fish with them, but
only family members are eligible for
the trophy.  There are 17 folks camp-
ing this year, Rob said.

The trophy is a large wooden

plaque with a photo of the three boys
and their dad taken the last year they
went fishing together.  Metal plates
list the name, fish and weight of each
year’s family fishing winner. 

“You meet a lot of nice people fish-
ing, but I’ve never met so many in
one family,” said Patrick Lemire, who
fished on the Capt. John with the
Richardsons. 

Rob himself is now 44, with two
grown sons.

One of those sons, Jeff, won this
year’s tournament and plaque with a
king mackerel catch that weighed in
at 25 pounds.

DAD’S WISH: The Richardson family follows their father’s request to
stay close by holding an annual deep-sea fishing tournament. Photo
by Bob Richardson.

MONSTER MARLIN: James Thaxton shows one of the giant
blue marlins he caught on a vacation trip to Bermuda. The
fish became tail-wrapped and was unable to be released. 

One of those trips
Corpus angler hooks into giant Bermuda billfish

BY CRAIG NYHUS

James Thaxton of Corpus Christi won’t
forget his recent trip to Bermuda. Thaxton,
who has fished the Texas Gulf Coast all his
life, began heading to the island looking
for find billfish closer to shore. 

“Much of the time it’s just too far or too
rough to get to the billfish off of the Texas
coast,” he said.

A longtime fishing friend, Ed Hawn, had
moved his boat to Bermuda. “He told me
it’s the place you need to be for big fish,”
Thaxton said.

Thaxton began fishing off the island in
2006.

But in July of this year it was his friend’s
daughter’s wedding that sent him to the
island. “I chartered the “Challenger,” cap-
tained by Alan Card, well known in bill-

fishing circles, and his mate and son, Ian,”
Thaxton said. “We fished July 2, a few days
before the wedding.” 

It was a day to remember. 
“At 9:30 a.m., I brought to the back of

the boat an estimated 650-pound blue
marlin,” Thaxton said. “Then, at 11:30, I
caught a 250-pound blue.”

That would be enough for most anglers
to pass the rod to another. “But I was the
only angler on the boat,” he said.

So he kept fishing — and catching.
“At 2 p.m., I brought in an estimated

750-pound blue,” he said. “Then, to close
out the day, a few hours later I landed a
200-pounder.”

It was the 750-pound fish that made the
crew remember the dangers of marlin fish-
ing. “The fish was strong,” Thaxton said.
“Getting it in the last 20 feet took 30 min-

utes. It was under the boat and the fish was
real green — she had a whole lot left.

“Ian Card, the wireman, wrapped the
line around his glove two or three times. I
said, ‘Ian, be careful.’ He told me, ‘Don’t
worry, that fish isn’t taking me in back in
the water.’ ” 

To some, the scenario is not uncommon.
But to Ian Card, memories of a 2006 fish
could not have been far from his mind.

While fishing a tournament, a huge 800-
pound blue marlin was hooked, and all
was fine until it charged the boat. When
the giant fish reached the boat, it jumped
and sailed over the right corner of the
stern, spearing Ian in the shoulder and tak-
ing him overboard.

Fortunately, Ian pulled himself free from
the fish’s bill and swam to the surface.

Casey’s tips
1. Learn the lake.
“Get familiar with the lake

before going out at night,” he
said. “And the first few times, find
spots closer to the launching site.
I’ve had to tow or lead people out
who had no idea where they
were.”

2. Learn the boat lanes.
“Some of them are real skinny

— 10- to 12-feet across.”
3. Lights and more lights.
“Run with a spotlight, and

carry a second one in the boat. If
the light dies, idling all the way
back takes a long time.”

4. Prepare for bugs.
“The first hour of darkness the

bugs come out. Carry bug spray. I
use Avon Skin So Soft; it works but
be prepared to take some ribbing.”

5. Turn off trolling motor.
“Don’t use it unless you know

exactly where you are. Tie up or
anchor.”

6. Quiet please.
“Don’t bang around a lot. Keep

ultra-quiet, the fish will spook eas-
ily.”

7. Fish super slow.
“The bigger bass seem to like it

slow at night even more.”
8. Life jackets — wear them.
“Wear them 100 percent of the

time at night. I’ve fallen in a half-
dozen times over the years.”

See NIGHT, Page 27

See FAMILY, Page 29

See BERMUDA, Page 29
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HOT SPOT

Water lightly stained; 81-87 degrees; 0.46' high. Black bass are good on Zell Pops and soft plastic frogs early and
late, midmorning switching to DD22s, drop shot rigs and Carolina rigs — night fishing has also been very good.
Crappie are good on jigs and minnows around the bridges and over brush piles. Catfish are good on nightcrawlers and
prepared bait. Guide Marcel Bryson [(903) 217-5533] said the big bass bite is on. "It's a deep fish bite," he said.
"Not a lot of bites, but they are big bites. And they're biting in the middle of the day. The time when it's so hot you
want to get off the water is the best time." See full fishing report on Page 26.

Lake Fork

A pair of fisheries biologist majors from the
University of Arkansas-Little Rock fishing
club topped the field in the Under Armour
College Bass National Championship.
Teammates Trent Gephardt and Jeremy Reese
brought in a 21.07-pound sack on the final
day to claim the national title for their
school. 

The Texas A&M team of Andrew Shafer
and Scott Edmonds finished second with
17.40 pounds. 

Of the 54 teams who qualified for the
championships, the five with the highest

combined weights on two days on Arkansas’
Lake Maumelle advanced to fish the final day
on a mystery lake — two ponds east of Little
Rock that presented about 15 acres of water. 

Faulkner State University’s Kyle Tindol and
Michael Eubanks finished third with 17.22
pounds; the University of Alabama’s Foster
Bradley and Jeff Aul managed fourth with
14.50 pounds; and Richard Peek and Adam
Murphee of Auburn University finished in
fifth place with 9.33 pounds.

— ESPN Outdoors report.

Arkansas–Little Rock takes 
College Bass Championship
Texas A&M University team finishes second

Recreational catch dips slightly, 
but second highest in decade

Marine recreational anglers caught more
than 468 million fish in 2007, down slightly
from 475 million fish in 2006, but still the
second highest recreational catch total in the
last 10 years.

The overall number of fish caught and kept
also declined slightly, from 214 million to
196 million fish, according to NOAA’s
Fisheries Service.

The 2007 data demonstrates increased

catch-and-release practices among recre-
ational anglers. Of the 468 million fish
caught by anglers in 2007, 272 million or 58
percent were released alive. 

Spotted seatrout was the most popular
catch among marine recreational anglers in
the Gulf of Mexico and the south Atlantic
regions.

— NOAA report.

Ten influential fishing products created
over the past 75 years — from rods to reels
to electronics — helped make fishing the
great sport it is today, according to a new
survey from the American Sportfishing
Association.

ASA partnered with the Recreational
Boating & Fishing Foundation to survey
the foundation’s thousands of Anglers’
Legacy Ambassadors, who voted for the
products they feel most  shaped the sport
over the past seven and a half decades.

The final top ten list spans six categories,
including accessories, electronics, lines,
lures, reels and rods:

Original Floater Minnow (1936)
remains one of the most successful and
widely copied hard lures in sportfishing’s
history.

Spring loaded Bobber (1947) made
suspending a baited hook at a desired
depth simpler and easier. 

Mitchell 300 (1949) was the first com-
mercially successful spinning reel, and is
still one of the most common reels used
today.

Creme Plastic Worm (1949) changed
the sport forever as the first long-lasting

artificial worm that both looked and felt
real.

Closed Face Spincast Reel (1949)
made fishing easy and affordable to every-
one regardless of age, size, gender and
expertise.

Lowrance Fish Lo-K-Tor (1957), the
“Little Green Box” introduced anglers to
the use of sonar in locating individual fish.

Monofilament Line (1958) improved
the durability, affordability and casting
ability of fishing line while reducing its vis-
ibility to fish.

Minn Kota Trolling Motor (1958)
was the first electric gear-driven trolling
motor and gave anglers the ability to quiet-
ly maneuver and position their boats.

Fenwick High Modulus Graphite
Rod (1972) with its super-sensitive carbon
(graphite) fibers, revolutionized the
method of making fishing rods and how
anglers fished.

Shakespeare Ugly Stick (1976) with
its special construction, created an afford-
able, unbreakable and dynamic fishing rod
still in use today.

— American Sportfishing Association report.

Survey: Top 10 products 
that transformed fishing

10
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BOATER TRIES TO SWIM AWAY
FROM SOBRIETY TEST

•While patrolling Lake
Bridgeport, Wise County Game
Warden Penny Nixon arrested a
man for BWI and evading arrest.
The man screamed obscenities at
Nixon and a deputy after being
stopped for no lights at night.  The
man jumped from his boat into
the lake while being towed to
shore for field sobriety tests. Cases
pending.

FEED STORE OWNER CITED FOR
SELLING WHITE-WINGED DOVES

•In Webb County, Game Wardens
Jesse Garcia and Dennis Gazaway
Jr. received a call that a local feed
store was selling white-winged
doves. At the feed store, several
white-winged doves were found
and released. The owner was given
a citation for possession of migra-
tory game birds.

GIRLS FALL OFF TUBE WHILE BEING  
TOWED, DRIVER MILE AWAY

•At Cedar Creek Lake, Cherokee
County Game Warden Brian
Bearden heard screams but there
were no signs of a boat in the area.
Bearden scanned the area and
noticed two young girls floating in
the middle of the lake. The girls
were so small they could only be
seen between waves. The scared
girls were safely pulled out of the
water.  It was determined that the
girls had fallen off a tube while
being towed by their grandfather
on a PWC.  The PWC and the driv-
er were located approximately 1
mile away. After being educated
on the dangers of towing skiers
without a mirror or an observer,
the girls were taken to the bank.
Case pending.

WARDENS INVESTIGATE 
PWC COLLISION

•Johnson County Game Warden

Scott Kirkpatrick and Hill County
Game Warden Mark Hammonds
investigated a PWC accident on
Lake Whitney.  Two PWCs collid-
ed after one of the operators pow-
ered his boat down and lost con-
trol, striking the other PWC and
operator. No injuries were report-
ed, but one PWC was a total loss.
Charges pending for violation of
the 50-foot rule. 

FAWN TIED TO PORCH WAS FOR 
HOLIDAY MEAT, MAN SAYS

•A complaint was received by
Hays County Game Warden
James Michael of a fawn deer
being tied to a porch at a resi-
dence. Michael saw the fawn
when he arrived, and a man came
out to meet him. When asked
about the fawn, the man said,
“Just a minute.” He went back
into the house, returned with his
wallet, then handed Michael a
valid hunting license with a deer
tag missing. He pointed to the
fawn where he had attached a
deer tag, and said they wanted
some tender venison for Labor
Day. Case pending; fawn relocat-
ed to a rehabilitator.

TWO ARRESTED ON MULTIPLE
FELONY CHARGES

•On Possum Kingdom Lake, Palo
Pinto County Game Warden Cliff
Swofford and Young County
Game Warden Brent Isom
observed a PWC that had the VIN

plate removed.  An investigation
resulted in the PWC, PWC trailer,
a 16-foot flatbed trailer, a picnic
table and two stolen license plates
all being seized.  Two men were
arrested with multiple state jail
felony charges.  

WARDEN WORKS DROWNING 
IN PRIVATE POND

•Burleson County Game Warden
Sophia Hiatt worked a drowning
in a private pond in Washington
County. The 19-year-old drown-
ed after falling from a small jon
boat while fishing. He was
wrapped in hydrilla when recov-
ered.

MAN CAUGHT FISHING 
UNLAWFULLY WITH A GILL NET

• A man fishing unlawfully with a
gill net on the Colorado River in
Lampasas County was appre-
hended by Game Wardens Jim
Lindeman and Jeff Hill. More
than 600 feet of net was seized.

MAN’S BOAT, MOTOR,
GILL NETS SEIZED

•La Salle County Game Warden
Ryan Johnson received a tip from
a local rancher that a man was
running gill nets in the Frio River.
After watching the man’s house in
town and the boat in the front
yard, Johnson noticed the boat
was gone one morning. He went
to a stretch of the Frio River and
heard an outboard engine run-

ning up and down the river.
Johnson was able to get within a
few yards of the man and video-
tape him running four different
gill nets. Johnson then located
the fisherman’s truck and waited
for him to return. The man’s boat,
motor, and 200 feet of gill net
were seized.

TWO CITED FOR ATTEMPTING TO   
CATCH ’GATOR FROM PRIVATE LAKE

•A property owner contacted
Montgomery County Game
Warden Alan Biggerstaff about
two young men attempting to
catch an alligator from a private
lake. One of the men was on a tree
trunk hanging over the lake with a
rope with chicken tied to it dan-
gling it at an alligator. The other
young man was at the bank with a
crossbow in hand. The men left
when observed by the property
owner, who recorded their license
plate number. Biggerstaff located
the recent high school graduates,
and citations were issued along
with warnings about trespassing
and hunting without consent.

ANGRY PWC OPERATOR ISSUED 
TWO 50-FOOT RULE VIOLATIONS

•Tom Green County Game
Warden Cynde Aguilar and
Schleicher County Game Warden
Marco Alvizo were patrolling Lake
Nasworthy when they observed a
PWC violating the 50-foot rule. As
Alvizo was issuing a citation for the

50-foot rule violation, the female
operator attempted to put the fire
extinguisher back into the storage
compartment and damaged the
compartment support bracket by
forcing the access door shut with
all of her weight.  She then claimed
that Alvizo broke her PWC and left
mad.  A few minutes later, Alvizo
and Aguilar were flagged down in
the middle of the lake by an angry
male on a PWC.  He demanded
that they pay for the damages to
his PWC.  When told that they did
not touch the PWC, he angrily left
at a high rate of speed spraying the
patrol boat.  Another citation for
violating the 50-foot rule was
issued, and while in the process of
writing this citation it was learned
that the man had four active war-
rants for his arrest.  

BLUE HERON RELEASED 
BACK INTO THE WILD

•A caller notified Aransas County
Game Warden Danny Flores con-
cerning a shrimp boat that had just
docked in Rockport. A blue heron
appeared to be inside the wheel
house. Flores found the shrimp
boat, opened the door and released
the blue heron back into the wild.

MAN CAUGHT SELLING BAIT 
WITHOUT A LICENSE

•Grayson County Game Warden
Dale Moses stopped to check for a
bait dealer’s license at a residence
that had a sign in the front yard
reading “Bait for Sale.” At the
front door, there was a price list
posted for different sized min-
nows.  The person who answered
the door told Moses that he was-
n’t really selling bait, but that the
bait was for him and his brother.
When Moses pointed out the
signs and the price list, the man
admitted he did not have a license
to sell bait.  Case pending.

•Sabine County Game Warden
Randy Button was notified of a
person walking a deer on a leash
at Mill Creek Park on Sam
Rayburn Reservoir.  At the

campsite, Button inquired
about the deer.  The occupant of
the campsite replied, “Oh, you
mean the pet.” After securing
the deer, Button learned that

the animal was brought into
Texas from Oklahoma with the
family for vacation. The deer
was turned over to Jasper
Wildlife. Cases pending.

MAN SAYS DEER ON LEASH A PET

GAME WARDEN BLOTTER
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Makes 2 cups 

Ingredients:

1 1/2 Cups cooked (any manner)
fish fillets, flaked 
1/3 Cup softened cream cheese 
1/4 Cup sour cream 
1 Tablespoon lemon juice 
1 Tablespoon Worcestershire sauce 
3 Green olives with pimento,
chopped 
1/4 Cup onion, finely chopped 
1/4 Cup celery, finely chopped 
2 Tablespoons jalapeño pepper,
seeded and minced 
1 Tablespoon fresh cilantro leaves,
minced 
Salt and pepper to taste 

Instructions:

Combine all ingredients in a bowl
and mix well. Chill for 1-2 hours
before serving. Serve the spread on
homemade tortilla chips or sour-
dough toast.

— Recipe from Scott Leysath, hunt-
fishcook.com.

ACROSS
1. A grouse species
4. There are many species of this  

wildfowl
6. A deer species, _____ horn
9. The hunter's weapon

10. A species of duck
12. This fishing requires an auger
13. A large bass species
14. A wingshooter's quarry
17. A big game
18. A good wood for arrow shafts
20. A wild turkey's calling sound
23. A group of decoys
24. A young quail
26. Hunters always try for a clean 

one
27. Steelhead or rainbow
32. Species of a diving duck
34. Whirling motion in the waters
35. A most popular waterfowl
36. The best of the firewoods
38  They propel a scow
40. A winged predator
41. A shorebird
44. An icefishing gear
46. Code for a type bullet
49. A type of sight
52. Color worn by hunter for safety
53. A type icefishing auger
54. A type of gunsight

DOWN
1. A grouse species
2. The pheasant could be classed 

as this
3. Clothing that blends in with 

nature
4. Wild packs of these kill many 

deer
5. A good boat for duck hunting
6. A game bird
7. A breed of setter

8. A measurement of force, 
muzzle _____

11. A game bird
13. An aiming device on a gun
15. A type of gunsight
16. Food source of deer, squirrels
19. Favorite habitat of the squirrel
21. A type of saltwater weight
22. To point weapon at a target
25. To ready a gun for firing
28. Shotgun model, over and _____
29. _____ ducks spring into flight
30. A species of rabbit
31. Deer will hide in this type 

habitat

33. A species of rabbit
37. Part of winter hunters comfort    

gear
39. Distribution of shot
42. Rugged method of fishing
43. Deer can rotate this to hear  

danger
45. A bull’s-eye in a shoot target
47. A female bear
48. Bowman's finger protector, 

shooting ____
49. A species of the squirrel
50. A good wood for arrow shafts
51. Code for a shotgun model 

WILD IN THE KITCHEN
For crossword puzzle solution, see Page 21

OUTDOOR PUZZLER
Jalapeño Fish Spread 

WEATHER

Savory Pineapple-Baked Quail 

Outdoor Puzzler, 
Wilbur "Wib" Lundeen

Ingredients:

8 Whole quail, skin on
1 20-Ounce can sliced pineapple,
drained, juice reserved
2 Teaspoons Worcestershire sauce
2 Teaspoons Dijon-style mustard
1 Teaspoon dried rosemary leaves
1 Tablespoon cornstarch
1 Lemon, thinly sliced
Salt and pepper

Instructions:

Heat oven to 400 degrees. Arrange
quail, breast-side down, in 10-inch-

square baking dish and set aside. In
a small mixing bowl, blend pineap-
ple juice, Worcestershire sauce,
mustard, rosemary, and corn-
starch. Pour pineapple-juice mix-
ture over quail. Bake, uncovered, for
20 minutes. Turn quail breast-side
up; arrange pineapple and lemon
slices over quail. Baste with sauce.
Bake until quail are tender and
juices run clear, 15 to 30 minutes
longer. Arrange quail and pineap-
ple slices on platter; salt and pepper
to taste. 

— Recipe from Cabela’s staff.
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San Antonio
July 11-13

Alamodome

Houston
August 1-3

Reliant Center

Ft. Worth
August 15-17

Will Rogers Center
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CCA State of Texas 
Angler’s Rodeo 

(STAR)
LEADERS AS OF: 7-21-08

On June 29, Henry Anderson of Galveston
hooked a redfish and after netting it noticed a
little red tag. All that was visible on the tag was
CCA. GYB Bait & Tackle, an official STAR weigh
station, confirmed Anderson landed tagged
redfish #T840. Anderson passed the required
polygraph exam to become 2008’s first winner
in the Texas Ford Dealers Redfish Division.
Anderson will be the recipient of a 2008 Ford F-
150 “Texas Edition“ truck with a Triton 22LTS,
Mercury 150 motor and McClain trailer.

STARKIDS DIVISION 
(AGES 6-10)

Flounder
Cole Crutchfield, 10, of Danbury

6 lbs. 15 ozs.
Sheepshead

Albert Guzman, III, 10, of League City
8 lbs. 2 ozs.   

Gafftop
Grant Davis, 8, of Beaumont 

6 lbs. 2 ozs.  

STARTEENS TROUT & INSHORE DIVISIONS 
(AGES 11-17)

Upper Coast Speckled Trout
Charles Flowers, 14, of Alvin

6 lbs. 1 oz.
Middle Coast Speckled Trout

Chandler Faickney, 15, of Lake Jackson
8 lbs.

Lower Coast Speckled Trout
Christopher Walls, 15, of New Braunfels

8 lbs. 3 ozs. 
Sheepshead

Brett Green, 16, of Baytown 
9 lbs. 5 ozs.  

Gafftop
Jessica Fontenot, 13, of Lake Jackson

5 lbs. 15 ozs.
Flounder

Andrea Peters, 16, of Porter
4 lbs. 9 ozs.

STAR LEADERBOARD
Upper Coast Speckled Trout

Jason Lingo of Seabrook
8 lbs. 7 ozs.

Middle Coast Speckled Trout
Robert A. Daffern of Sargent

8 lbs. 13 ozs.

Lower Coast Speckled Trout
Kristopher Anderson of Port Mansfield

8 lbs. 10 ozs.
Flounder

Henry M. Mills of Houston
7 lbs. 3 ozs.  
Sheepshead

Rick Graham of Friendswood
9 lbs. 12 ozs.

Kingfish
Robert Sanger, Jr. of Corpus Christi

54 lbs. 11 ozs.  
Dorado

Ryan David Foster of Harlingen
65 lbs. 7 ozs. 

Ling
Rachel Adams of Pinehurst

74 lbs. 2 ozs.

Gafftop
Tina Guernsey of Beaumont

6 lbs. 14 ozs.

TEXAS FORD DEALERS 
REDFISH DIVISION
Truck/Boat Package

Thirteen tagged redfish have been caught, 11 did
not qualify. There has been one winner and one poly-
graph examination is pending.

the most important thing we can
do,” Graff said.

Advocates for clearing brush by
fire say diminished habitat is the
consequence of not doing it.

Take, for example, the Post Oak
Savannah region of northeast
Texas where landowners tangle
with the yaupon holly.

“It creates a wall of brush that
eliminates what turkey can see,”
said Jason Hardin, turkey program
leader for Texas Parks and Wildlife.
“If these birds can’t see over the
landscape, they become easy pick-
ings for predators.”

Relating those dynamics to
other landowners is an easy sell, up
to a point.

“I very much see the importance
of getting adjoining neighbors to
get involved, and they want to,”
Graff said. “They just don’t know
how to.”

Some land owners, Graff said,
get sticker shock when they learn
how much it costs to conduct pre-
scribed burns.

Graff said the average cost to
conduct such a burn might reach
as high as $30 an acre, and that
may sound reasonable — at first.

There are about 15 Certified
Prescribed Burn Managers in the
state who are in business to help
landowners develop burn plans
and execute them.

But take that $30 quote and mul-
tiply it by, say, 800 acres.

That amounts to a $2,400 price
tag, which might be too costly for
people who rely on their ranches
for livelihoods, and also have to
deal with the rising costs of fuel
and labor.

Then there is the issue of insur-
ance. 

The Prescribed Burning Board of
the Texas Department of
Agriculture recommends coverage
starting at $1 million. 

That right there, Hardin said,
can be a deal breaker for some
landowners.

And Linda Campbell of Austin, a
member of the Prescribed Burning
Board, said that insurance compa-
nies have frequently declined to
write those kinds of policies.

But, she noted, the story doesn’t
have to end there.

A lot of landowners in Texans
have formed prescribed burn
cooperatives to share costs.

As examples, Campbell praised
the Edwards Plateau Prescribed
Burn Association and the Texas
Panhandle Prescribed Burn
Association. 

Campbell’s full-time job is over-
seeing public hunting programs
for TPW, but she was appointed to
be that agency’s delegate on the
Prescribed Burning Board.

She said the prescribed burning
associations can buy their own
insurance policies that cover
landowners in the group and their
ranch hands.

Another option is for the groups
to hire one of the Certified Burn
Managers — who are required to
have insurance if they want to be
certified through the agriculture
department.  

“Our burn associations function
very much like the wildlife associa-
tions in Texas,” Campbell said.
“They’re popping up all over and
we’re encouraging that.”

Graff said he hopes more
landowners will soon understand
that burn options are available.

“Until there’s a mind change in
Texas about the importance of
this, we’re not going to be enhanc-
ing habitat,” he said.

For information:
Texas Department of

Agriculture, www.agr.state.tx.us,
key words: certified burn man-
agers.

Texas Parks & Wildlife,
www.tpwd.state.tx.us, key words:
prescribed burn associations.

Burns
Continued from Page 1
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to hunt. 
Between September through March, they

can hunt rabbits and other small critters.
During duck season, he goes out to private
ranches that allow him to hunt on their prop-
erty.

Sometimes his wife, Jean, goes with him, or
perhaps one of the couple’s six kids.

He has had some memorable hunts during
the 32 years he’s been hunting with his winged
companions.

There have been frightening moments.
“My wife and I were hunting at a pond. The

Peregrine was feeding on a duck,” he said.
“Then a pack of coyotes came calling.  About 15
to 20 coyotes were about 60 yards behind the
Lehmers when he picked up the falcon and
they started running. He remembers his wife
telling him: “All I have to do is outrun you!”

There have been sad moments. 
Last duck-hunting season, Lehmer, his son,

Brandon, and one of his son’s friends were
hunting with Bam-Bam, a Peregrine whom
Lehmer had for six years. 

Lehmer says Bam-Bam was circling the
pond, before diving for his duck: “He was in a
tail chase for 100 to 200 yards. Then, a wild red-
tailed hawk came in and tried to intimidate the
Peregrine.”

But fierce little Bam-Bam refused to give up
his prey.

“He (the red-tailed hawk) killed him and the
duck got away,” Lehmer said.

But, mostly there have been rewarding
moments.

A typical hunt involves Lehmer driving out
to the hunting site with his hooded falcon
perched by his side. After walking out toward a
pond, he’ll remove the hood.  The bird will
scan his surroundings, rouse his feathers, then
launch off the fist.

The bird of prey will ring the pond before
hovering above as he waits for Lehmer to do his
part.

“We’re pretty much the bird dogs. We flush
the game out,” Lehmer said.

Once the ducks get flying and move away
from the pond, the falcon starts his stoop,
which is Lehmer’s favorite part of the hunt.

“Not only do I get to see it, but I get to see it

every day,” he said. “It’s very rewarding.” 
Sometimes the trained raptor will kill the

duck in the air or he might stun it by knocking
it to the ground where he’ll finish the job. 

Lehmer will allow the falcon to feed on the
duck for a little while — his reward for a suc-
cessful hunt — before he sets out a lure with
duck meat to move him away from the fowl.

“If you don’t reward the falcon,” Lehmer
said, “there’s no reason for him to stick around
and hunt for you.” 
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Falconry
Continued from Page 6

Ready to start? 
Before someone can start hunting

with these federally protected birds of
prey,  there are federal and state permits
to obtain; exams to  pass; mandated
mentoring to undergo; mews (housing
for the bird that must pass inspection)
to construct; and, of course, paperwork
to complete.

There are three classes of falconers:
apprentice, general and master.

To become an apprentice, a person
must pass a state exam that tests his or her
knowledge of  birds and falconry. He also
needs a sponsor, a general or master fal-
coner who will guide him or her in the
building of the mews and the acquisition
of all needed equipment, such as perches,
hoods and jesses. 

Once paperwork is filled out and fees
paid, then the newly permitted falconer
can acquire his raptor. Jay Lehmer, who
has sponsored some apprentices, said
novices are required to trap birds from the
wild rather than using those raised in cap-
tivity because if things don’t work out,
the bird can be released back into the
wild.

Then, the training of the raptor can
begin.

More information is available through
the following resources: 

The Texas Hawking Association, a con-
servation-oriented organization that
encourages the wise use of raptors in the
sport of falconry, texashawking.org.

The North American Falconers
Association, n-a-f-a.org.
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packed up his minivan with everything he
owned to make the 1,513-mile trek from
Glendale, Calif., to Van to become a guide on
a lake he’d never seen: Lake Fork.

Niggemeyer knew he wanted to be a guide,
but it was BASS pro Dean Rojas who convinced
him to go to Fork. They had fished together in a
few team tournaments in California and Rojas
convinced Niggemeyer there was no better lake
or place in the country to start a professional
career.

“Obviously, fishing is a whole lot more well-
received out here than it is in California,”

Niggemeyer said. “The sole purpose of leaving
California was to eventually fish professionally.
It wasn’t to be a Lake Fork guide.”

But from 2001 through 2005, that’s exactly
what he was, and it wasn’t always easy.
Niggemeyer said there was a core group of
guides that dominate the business on that lake
and it took time to get their respect.

“Everyone was great, but there were some
really tough periods,” he said.

He eventually aligned with Mark Pack,
owner of Lake Fork Trophy Bait & Tackle,
which gave him work but not a lot of money.
There were periods of time where he lived in a
barn, and he said he even spent some nights in
the warehouse at Pack’s tackle shop.

“My parents told me to get an education and
a real job and have something to fall back on,
but I kept saying I didn’t want to set myself up
for failure,” Niggemeyer said.  “They were
right. I should have started out with a solid
job.”

His entire life was surrounded by fishing or
people who fish. He met his wife, Sandy, at
Bassmaster Classic champion Jay Yelas’ house
in 2001, and established his faith in God
when BASS pro and Lake Fork legend Kelly
Jordon tricked him into going to church.

“He told me it was going to be a co-ed vol-
leyball tournament,” Niggemeyer said. “It was
a Bible study.” 

In 2006, after five years of guiding on Fork
and fishing tournaments when he had time,
Niggemeyer earned his way onto the
Bassmaster Elite Series and qualified for the
Bassmaster Classic. For the first time in his life,
he was fishing tournaments for a living.

In his first year on the Elite Series (2007), he
had four top-25 finishes (out of 108), includ-
ing two top-12s and a 17th place finish at the
Classic on Lay Lake in Alabama. In the first
eight tournaments this season, he has three
top-30 finishes and sits in 69th in the Angler
of the Year standings.

His career earnings with BASS are more
than $300,000, which is enough to keep him
out of the warehouse. Niggemeyer said the
only drawback is the job puts him on the road
for half the year, away from his pregnant wife
and 3-year-old son, Daniel. He hopes to be
successful enough to take them on the road
with him next season.

Niggemeyer said he’s not exactly sure why
he’s making it in a sport where few get the
chance to earn a living, while others with the
same dream are falling short, but he considers
himself blessed.

“I just love fishing,” he said. “My dad
brought me up that way and it stuck with me.
To get paid to do what you love to do — that’s
the dream.”

Niggemeyer
Continued from Page 1

James’ summer fishing tips
“On Fork, if I’m out there in a boat

graphing the lake, I’m looking for bands of
activity. Whether that’s grouped bass or
even schools of baitfish — there just needs
to be some signs of life. Then you look for
structure that intersect that activity at
around 15 or 20 feet deep. Offshore fishing
on Lake Fork is second to maybe one or two
lakes. I also love to flip grass. I’d go shallow
and just look for some matted grass.” 

— James Niggemeyer
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HEROES

Want to share your great
hunting or  fishing  

photos with the Lone Star
Outdoor News family?  

E-mail your photo, phone
and caption  information

to editor@ lonestarout-
doornews.com, or mail to:  
Heroes, Lone Star Outdoor

News, 9304 Forest Lane,
Suite 114 South, Dallas,

TX, 75243.

SHARE AN 
ADVENTURE

GRAY THORNTON with a 70-pound tarpon caught on the fly and released at Mangrove Cay Club.
ANTHONY CASAS, 16, of Seguin, caught this 22-pound
warsaw grouper aboard the LaPesca at Dolphin Dock.

JOSEPH HABEN of Flower Mound with his first javelina taken
in Ozona. 

JAKOB FIELD, 10, of Frisco shot his first buck, an 8-pointer, in Cooke County.
SAMMY STARR, 6, shows off his first hunting trophy ever, a Corsican ram taken at
The Triple S Ranch in Calvin, Okla.    
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CLASSIFIEDS
BASS 

1-4 — $750 EA.
5 & Up — $650 EA.

9 Ponds • Room & Board
Boats & Motors

Catch 50-100 Fish/Day
Friday Noon - Sunday Noon

BBIILLLL WWHHIITTFFIIEELLDD
221100--449944--66442211

WWWWWW..BBIILLLLWWHHIITTFFIIEELLDD..CCOOMM

Visit Web site

The NEW and PATENTED split ring pliers
that thousands of users say “the best
EVER in split ring history”.

Available at your tackle dealer, Cabela’s,
Amazon.com, TackleWarehouse.com.

FishingTexasOnline.com
&

HuntingTexasOnline.com

“The friendliest
forums 

in Texas!”

Floating Fishing Docks 
& Boat Docks

Maintenance-Free, Long Lasting Fun

EZ Dock of Texas
800-654-8168

www.ezdocktexas.com

2-acre waterfront on
Richland Chambers Lake

The Wilderness, the premier 
development on Richland Chambers. 

Spacious wooded lot already 
bulkheaded. Lot 74 in Phase 1.

For more information, go to
www.the-wilderness.com.

Call Brian at (214) 543-5706 
or e-mail: tvph.bdg@verizon.net

Ready to sell!!!

PERFECT SITE TO BUILD
HOME AND BOAT
STORAGE (4 lots)

Excellent Fishing
Lower Laguna Madre

1050 P.M. Dr
Port Mansfield, TX

$49,500 OBO
830-229-5662 

BARBEQUE RUBS & SEASONINGS
To order:

www.BigAlsTexasRubs.com
ALAN (BIG AL) VOGEL

214-418-0792

BigAl@BigAlsTexasRubs.com

Plano, Texas

Place your classified advertising in the Lone Star Outdoor News and 
experience the results of a new look. The 2”x 2” classified will get the

attention necessary to say SOLD! $50 per month (two issues). 
Call (214) 361-2276 
Ask for Mike Hughs or 

e-mail ad to 
mhughs@lonestaroutdoornews.com

2003 Chevy Tahoe

Very Clean, 89,300 Miles
New 33” Toyo Open Country M/T Tires

16” American Racing Polished Rims
Great Price!

For More Details, Call David 
(806) 438-3048

L&R Guide Service
Lake Falcon: Zapata, TX

Come catch a Lake Falcon
Trophy Bass!

Half and Whole days available

For Reservations, call 
361-349-1415

www.l-rguideservice.com

257 Acres 
For Sale

Hale County, TX 
177acres in CRP until 2020, 

80 acres grass
$250,000.

Pheasant, Quail, Dove. 
Wind energy potential.

Gun Bluing Specialty Shop
We specialize in Hot Caustic, 

Rust and Nitre Bluing as well as
Parkerizing, Stainless Steel Bluing 

and Stock Restoration

Mention this ad for 10% discount

244 Cedar Crest Dr  
Justin, TX 76247

Phone: 214-316-3503
ansleyclarence@yahoo.com

DOG & GUN FOR SALE
10-month old Black Male Lab out of 
championship stock hunting dogs.

Obedience trained, marks, runs short, 
cold blinds — not finished, but close. 

More info and pictures at 
www.diamondwkennels.com

Remington Model 1187 Ducks Unlimited
collectors shotgun, 20 guage auto, 
brand new, never fired, with case. 

830-833-1291 or 210-259-1454

CUATRO
ESQUINAS

RANCH
3 day 2 night guided hunts with 

premier lodging, drinks and 
meals included. Part of 

South Texas golden triangle 
trophy whitetail hunting.

www.cuatroesquinasranch.com  
Jacob (830)876-6501

Dove Hunting Paradise 
FOR SALE

320 Acres in Jones County, TX
Redhill Ranch has 3 wheat/

sunflower fields, 5 ponds, 
mesquite trees. Near Lueders 

only 2 hours west of Ft. Worth
214-616-1305 HRC Broker

www.hrcranch.com

South Texas Hunting Ranch
LaSalle County

147 acres
Deer, Hogs, Quail, Dove

Cabin, Elect, Tank, Senderos
Paved FM Road Frontage

$338,951

Call Frank Carter  
956 740 4849

www.thorntonranchsales.com

UNIQUE WOOD PRODUCTS
KITCHEN WORK CENTERS
CLASSIC ROCKING CHAIR

VARIOUS CUTTING BOARDS
LAZY SUSANS

PATIO BAR-B-QUE CARTS

www.lswoodworks.com
SAWMILL SERVICES

210-508-9844  830-426-2219

GUAJILLO RANCH
999+/- Acres 
Kinney County 

REDUCED PRICE
Las Moras Creek, road frontage,

fenced, house, hunters cabin, well,
electricity, minerals. Great

hunting/recreational property.
LAS MORAS REALTY
Barbara (Bobbie) Voss

1-830-563-5504
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Offshore and Bay fishing
30' Stamas
21' Shallowsport

South Texas
Deer and Turkey
Hunting
10,000 Acres

Duck, Goose and
Dove Hunting

40,000 Acres

Capt. Scott Hickman
3218 Coral Ridge Ct.

League City, TX 77573
(281) 535-1930

Fax: (281) 535-1935
www.circleh.org

Pheasants
Quail
Deer
Excellent 

season-long
pheasant and quail

hunting
JOHN GASPER

OSBORNE, KS
785-346-2697

785-346-6342

You-make-the-call hunting lodge • You decide what happens when!
www.gasperfarmshunting.com

Now booking fishing trips

It’s easy to advertise on this page — just send us your
business card, and let us know how many weeks you want
your ad to run. Purchase 6 months of advertising and your
business will be profiled with a photo in this section. Outfitter
Listings: $80 per month. Please include either a check or
credit card billing information with your order. Mail to Mike
Hughs, Lone Star Outdoor News, 9304 Forest Lane, Suite
114 South, Dallas, TX 75243 or call (214) 361-2276. 
E-mail: mhughs@lonestaroutdoornews.com.

PROFILE YOUR  BUSINESS

info@michiganelkhunting.com   •  (231)357-9987

Michigan Elk Hunting
Where the bull’s

bugle resonates in
your soul

Hunting hundreds 
of acres

www.campcooleyhunting.com
alen@campcooleyhunting.com

David & Jody Cassady - Owners        Office: 979-863-1143
David’s Cell: 979-479-5455

www.FullStringerLodge.com          Jody’s Cell: 979-429-1914

Fishing Matagorda Bays Bay & Offshore Fishing

Finest Fishing Lodge in Matagorda 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
SOLUTION FROM

PAGE 12

24 $25ISSUES 
FOR

Join Us Today — Call (866) 361-2276

For more information, contact 214-212-9292 or visit
www.3AmigosRanch.com  

Mailed Subscription

Quality Wing Shooting and Angling 
from Mexico to Argentina

Contact Don Turner at: 1-800-844-1036
turnerhdq@hotmail.com

www.viphunts.com

OUTFITTERS
Advertisement

“We’ve got animals everywhere,”
said Anthony Campagna, part owner
of the 3 AMIGOS RANCH, “And they
(the hunters) will see some really nice
trophy animals — and lots of ’em.”

The three owners, Campagna,
Michael Coston and Frank Marino,
looked for a place for two and one-
half years and found the 810-acre
ranch located on the Young and
Throckmorton county line less than
2 1/2 hours west of Dallas-Fort Worth.
“We like to tell people our ranch is so
big it’s in two counties,” Campagna
said.

The ranch, with five and a half
miles of high fence, offers a variety of
trophy hunts including whitetail
deer, blackbuck antelope, axis deer,
scimitar oryx and, of course, turkey
and hogs.

Located on rugged terrain with
rolling hills, mesquite, huge oak trees,
deep draws and meandering creek
beds, 3 Amigos Ranch has intensely
managed food plots.

“We have thick cover out there,”
Campagna said. “It’s not like shoot-
ing fish in a barrel; you really have to
hunt them.”

The friends got the idea of putting
up a high fence on a hunting trip to
Mexico. “We were driving 9 hours to
Mexico to kill big deer,” Campagna
said. “We decided, ‘why don’t we do
that?’” 

So up went the miles of fence. “We
decided we were going to buy some
deer,” the ranch owner said. So the
three bought some bred doe, set up
pens, and started in the whitetail deer
breeding business. We also bought
some 180-class genetic bucks and

turned them loose on the ranch.  
“We’ve seen some very nice deer.

They’re  in the 150-160 B&C class.
Our native deer are mostly 10- to 12-
pointers.”

The owners haven’t killed an ani-
mal on the ranch in five years, allow-
ing the population to grow and be in
abundance.

What do The 3 Amigos get out of it?
“We have created an environment
where people who enjoy hunting
would like to come. And we enjoy
having people who can appreciate
what it takes to grow trophy whitetail
deer,” he said. “ It’s fun just watching
a guy see a trophy whitetail or black-
buck or axis!”

Thinking about going to the 3
Amigos Ranch? Hunters can expect to
see plenty of game. “Animals that
they would consider trophy class ani-
mals,” Campagna said.

The hunter’s ranch has accommo-
dations, including a remodeled two-
bedroom cabin equipped with a
kitchen.

There are comfortable 5’x7’ gun
and bow blinds. Most have stairs for
those who don’t want to climb a lad-
der to get into the blind.

There are also five tanks on the
ranch with bass, catfish, bream and
crappie. “We’ve got tons of catfish,”
Campagna said. 

The 3 Amigos want their guests to
enjoy themselves. “We don’t allow
anybody on the ranch unless they
want to have fun,” Campagna said.
“That’s why we bought the place.”

Call (214) 823-9080 for more infor-
mation, or visit www.3AmigosRanch.
com and book a hunt.

810 acres of exciting hunting

3 AMIGOS PLUS ONE: From left, are Frank Marino, Mike Coston, Wounded Warrior Bradley Gruetzner and Anthony Campagna
of the 3 AMIGOS RANCH.

810
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duction to shotgun shooting with
qualified instructors. “The Shoots
are followed by a dinner, awards,
and tons of prizes,” Arnold said.
“We had more than $20,000 worth
of prizes at Elm Fork for 125 kids.”

Competitive shooting at the sec-
ondary level can lead to bigger
things. Two Olympic shooters,
Vince Hancock and Corey Cogdell,
got their start at SCTP competitions.

The committee is aiming higher,
with a goal of getting the shotgun
shooting sports recognized as official
UIL sports in Texas schools.  “Then
we can reach thousands of kids,”
Arnold said. “Texas already has
10,000 kids participating in shooting
sports through 4-H. If it were treated
as a varsity sport with district and
state competitions, it could really
take off.”

“We’re working with the legisla-
ture to get the sports listed,” Hall
said. “In the successful Archery in
Schools program, the numbers
show that 38 percent of the kids like
it, and from there get interested in
hunting.”

That’s the kind of results the com-
mittee is shooting for.

Texas public hunt 
applications online

Shoots
Continued from Page 6

Elite Series cans
co-anglers

Co-anglers will be removed from
Elite Series competitions starting in
2009, BASS announced. Bass fish-
ing fans, however, may have the
opportunity to ride along with the
pros. The move was made to elevate
the status of the Elite Series events,
officials said. 

Elite anglers were happy with the
change. “It’s the greatest thing to
ever happen to the sport of bass
fishing,’’ Elite Series angler Greg
Hackney said.

Co-anglers, though, were disap-
pointed. “Personally, I learned a lot
from the pros,” said Lee Sisson,
who fished four times as a co-angler
this season and had two top 10s. “I
understand from the angler’s point
of view that every fish I catch is one
he’s not going to catch tomorrow.
So for the overall picture, I think it’s
a good move, but as a co-angler I

hate to see it go.”
Many of the pros acknowledged

that there have been occasions
when a co-angler has helped a pro-
fessional angler find and catch fish.
Hackney gave an example of a pro-
fessional struggling in the front of
the boat with a crankbait, while the
co-angler was just fishing in the
back of the boat with a plastic
worm.

“He catches one on that worm or
off a piece of cover and it tips the
professional angler on what to do
next,’’ Hackney said.

Co-anglers will continue to com-
pete in Bassmaster Opens as well as
other BASS events. 

The 2009 season begins on Lake
Amistad with the Battle on the
Border from March 12-15.

— ESPN Outdoors report.
GOING SOLO: Beginning in 2009, BASS Elite Series anglers won’t have co-anglers in
the back of their boats. Photo by ESPN Outdoors.

The Second Amendment
Foundation (SAF) and Smith &
Wesson have partnered to create a
commemorative revolver designed
to recognize the historical signifi-
cance of the District of Columbia
vs. Heller decision and to acknowl-
edge the six original plaintiffs who
united to challenge the gun ban in
Washington, D.C.

As part of the project, an
engraved Smith & Wesson Model
442 revolver will be presented to
each of the six plaintiffs for their
key roles in working to protect the
Second Amendment right to keep
and bear arms. The revolver will be
available for purchase in the fall
and a portion of the proceeds will
go to the Second Amendment
Foundation.

— Second Amendment Foundation
report.

Smith & Wesson
and SAF to create

revolver

During the upcoming hunting
seasons, more than 5,700 hunters
will be selected through random
computer drawings allowing access
to some of the state’s high-quality
managed wildlife habitat. Wildlife
management areas, state parks and
leased private property will be
available for supervised hunts for
white-tailed deer, mule deer,
pronghorn, javelina, alligator,
exotics, feral hog and spring turkey.

A guided bighorn sheep hunt at a
West Texas wildlife management
area will again be offered this year
depending on the availability of a
bighorn sheep permit.

The application fee for adult
applicants in most of the public
hunt drawings is $3 per adult.
Successfully drawn hunters pay an
additional Special Permit fee ($75-
125 in most cases) for a one- to
four-day hunt.

The application deadline for alli-
gator hunts is Aug. 5. For prong-
horn antelope hunts, the deadline
is Aug. 14. Bowhunters also have
until Aug. 14 to apply for special
drawn public archery hunts. Entries
for the general (gun) season deer
hunts must be received by Sept. 4.
Deadline for the Guided Bighorn
Sheep Hunt is Nov. 4.

Application booklets will be
available at TPW law enforcement
offices, or are available online at
http://www.tpwd. state.tx.us/
huntwild/hunt/public/.

— Texas Parks and Wildlife report.
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PRODUCTS

BETTER BOAT BAG: Bass Pro Shops’
Boat Bag on Wheels, with its
luggage-style roller assembly and
telescopic handle, is a breeze to
pull aboard. Made from heavy duty
water-resistant PVC tarpaulin, the
bag features rod tube straps; D-
rings for attaching keys, sunglasses
or pliers; a large mesh pocket

inside the top flap and two inside
pockets; plus easy-to-grip rubber

bumpered zippers. The 30- by 14- by
14-inch bag sells for about $65 at

www.basspro.com. Call (800) 227-7776 for
more information.

CENTERFIRE BOLT ACTION RIFLE: The Marlin XL-7 is a standard
long-action rifle available in three calibers: .30-06 Spg., .270 Win., and

.25-06 Rem. Hunters will appreciate such features as its Pro-Fire trigger system, which is
user adjustable, virtually creep free and can be set to break at a crisp 2 1/2 pounds, and its
Soft–Tech recoil pad that significantly reduces felt recoil. The rifle also offers fluted bolt and
steel sling swivel studs. The rifle is available in black (about $325) or Realtree All Purpose
Green HD synthetic stock (about $355). For additional features or dealers, visit
www.marlinfirearms.com or call (203) 239-5621.

SILENT, SOFT AND STYLISH: The
Lady Elite Hunter Pants, by SHE
Safari, are constructed from
“Soft Silence” moisture-
wicking, four-way stretch
material. The pants, which fit
just below the waist, offer
angled cargo pockets, two
deep front pockets, and
two rear pockets. A
recessed bow-holding
loop adds functionality.
Accented with blaze
appointments, these soft,
silent and durable pants
with expanding knee
bellows are offered in
sizes XS to XXL. They
are available in camo,
and cost  about $50.
For information, visit
www.shesafari.com
or call (281) 448-
4860.

CROSSBOW CASE: Blacks Creek new Bone
Collector series includes the Crossbone
Crossbow Case, which will accommodate
most makes and models of crossbows
with scope attached. It features
semi-rigid construction around limb
and wheel area and is padded with
high-density foam, with additional
padding around scope area. Two
fleece pouches can store a quiver
and other accessories. The case
sells for about $100. Call (800)
742-1405 for retailers or more
information.

RAINBOW SWIMBAIT: The AC Plug
Casitas are soft-bodied lures

that look and move like
trout. The swimbait’s
soft body, which is
molded from a hatchery
rainbow trout, is

enhanced by ultra-thin
pectoral and pelvic fins and

a realistic tail design that
provide natural swimming action

at any retrieve speed. A built-in rattle
chamber in the tail helps provoke strikes

from trophy largemouth and stripers. The lure is
painted in Dark Rainbow, Light Rainbow or Stocker

Purple. It comes in three sizes (6-, 8-, and 10-inches) and
three sink rates. The lure sells for about $30 to $40. Visit
www.acplugs.com to order or call (702) 294-6676.  

SEMI-AUTOMATIC SHOTGUN: This Smith &
Wesson 1020 model is one of the company’s 1000 Series of
Semi-Automatic Shotguns, which boast a gas cylinder mechanism that has
been engineered to reduce powder residue buildup to ensure top performance in the
harshest of conditions. Among the 20-gauge shotgun’s features are chrome-lined
barrels, five choke tubes and a four-piece shim kit (to customize the cast and pitch).
Available in barrel lengths ranging from 24 to 30 inches and in a walnut or
synthetic stock, the firearm costs about $650 to $760. For dealers, visit
www.smith-wesson.com or call (800) 331-0852.

DESIGNED TO HUNT: Titan UTV’s new Backwood Buggy Series all electric 4x4
vehicles set the standard in their class, says President Shane
Wilson. The vehicle’s stability, maneuverability, and comfortable ride
result from the four-wheel fully independent suspension system with coil
over independent shocks coupled with its four-wheel hydraulic disc brake
system and rack and pinion steering. Inside, such amenities as high back
seats add even more comfort. The hunting vehicle’s reliability and power
to traverse fields, brush or mud are due to its beautifully engineered drive
train with SepEx controllers that are programmable for diverse driving
conditions, Advanced DC motors, Trojan six-volt batteries and Delta Q
on-board charger. The frame, which includes a heavy-duty 1 1/2-inch tubular
steel roll bar and front bumper, was engineered from the ground up using off-
road racing technology. The electric vehicle, which weighs 1,698 pounds and
is 120 inches long by 55 inches wide by 78 inches tall, has a turning radius
of 150 inches and an 8.5-inch ground clearance to the axle. It has a cargo
capacity of 880 pounds, a towing capacity of 1,650 pounds and a maximum
load capacity of 3,300 pounds. The Backwood Buggy Series utility trail
vehicles, which includes three models (the 4x4 four-seater as well as a 4x2
four-seater and a 4x2 six-seater), are available in camo, red, black, white,
navy blue, metallic green and sandstone. To customize their UTVs, hunters
also can add various accessories (sold separately), such as search lights, a
gun rack, a brush guard and more. 

To inquire about test-driving a vehicle, call the Hutto company at 
(512) 468-3639 or visit www.titanutv.com for more information and prices.

Product Spotlight
Advertisement

HANDY CARABINER: The  S-
Biner by Nite Ize, Inc., is
a double-sided
carabiner that an angler
might want to connect
onto his or her
fly-fishing vest
or belt. Use it
to carry fishing
tools, keys, water
bottle, etc. Featuring
stainless steel
construction and
smooth wire gate
construction for strength
and durability, it is available
in five sizes and three finishes: stainless, black titanium, and
spectrum titanium. The S-Biner sells for about $2 to $4, depending
on size. Visit www.niteize.com or call (800) 678-6483 for retailers.

If you would like your product to be featured in a Product Spotlight, please contact Mike Hughs at (214) 361-2276 or mhughs@lonestaroutdoornews.com



July 25-27: The Laredo Hunting &
Fishing Show will be held at the Laredo
Entertainment Center. Call (956) 686-
3718 or (800) 532-3976 or visit smc-
events.com for information.

July 27: The Lone Star Bowhunters
Association State Championship wil be
held at Canyon Lake Archery Club. Visit
lonestarbowhunter.com for information.

July 31: The North
Houston DU dinner
will be held. For
location and
information, contact
Marissa at (832)
265-4020 or
mchavez1999@hotmail.com.

Aug. 1-3: The TTHA Hunter’s
Extravaganza will be held at the Reliant
Center in Houston. Call (800) 800-
3207 or visit ttha.com for information.

Aug. 1: The Brazos Basin NWTF dinner
will be held at the Waco Skeet and Trap
Club. Contact James at (254) 399-
7266 or jbrooks@cnbwaco.com for
information.

Aug. 2: The Pease River NWTF dinner
will be held at the Crowell Activity
Center. Contact John at (940) 684-
1531 or jblack@crowellstatebank.com
for information.

Aug 2: The
Lee County
RMEF Big
Game Banquet will be held. For
location and information, call Curtis at
(979) 542-3037.

Aug. 5: The Gregg County DU dinner
will be held at the Maude Cobb Center.
Call Kim at (903) 759-3111. 

Aug. 7-10: The Texas Legends Billfish
Tournament will be held. Boats may
leave from any Texas port. Visit
txlegends.com for information.

Aug. 7: The San Gabriel CCA banquet
will be held at Dell Diamond in Round
Rock. Call (713) 626-4222 for
information.

Aug. 7: The Allen DU banquet will be
held at the Swingin’ D Ranch in Parker.
Call Scott at (214) 383-3223 for
information.

Aug. 7: The Lone Star
Longbeards NWTF
dinner will be held at
the Brazos Center in
Bryan. Contact Tim at
(979) 229-1602 or
t.akers@bediasbank.com
for information.

Aug. 7: The Clay County NWTF dinner
will be held at the Holman Center in
Henrietta. For information, contact
Sheila at (940) 538-4333 or
s.tucker@sbcglobal.net.

Aug. 7: A Dallas Safari Club
Introduction to Muzzleloading seminar
will be held at the DSC Pavilion. Call
(972) 980-9800 for information.

Aug. 8: The Ellis County NWTF banquet
will be held at the Ennis Country Club.
Contact Malcomb at (469) 245-9015
or mrglaspy@yahoo.com for information.

Aug. 8: The Dallas Safari Club New
Members Lobster Boil will be held at
the DSC Pavilion. Call Jaimey at (469)
484-6777 for information.

Aug. 9-10, 16-17: The Fall Hunting
Classic will be held at Bass Pro Shops

in Katy (Aug. 9-10) and Pearland (Aug.
16-17). Guides, outfitters, products,
and more. Call (832) 260-4594 or visit
basspro.com for information.

Aug. 9: The North Texas RMEF Big
Game Banquet will be held at Embassy
Suites Bass Pro in Grapevine. Contact
Mike at (972) 257-0001 or
elkmanmike@aol.com for information.

Aug. 9: The Santa Fe DU dinner will be
held at the Galveston County
Fairgrounds. Contact Bud or Judy at
(409) 925-4349 or
santafecochran@aol.com for
information.

Aug. 9: The Aransas Bay
CCA banquet will be
held at Paws N’ Taws in
Rockport. Call (713)
626-4222 for
information.

Aug. 13: The Houston
Safari Club monthly
meeting will be held at The
Omni Hotel at 4 Riverway
with featured guest Jim
Shockey. For information,
call Jennifer at (713) 623-
8844 or
Jennifer@houstonsafariclub.org.

Aug. 14-16: The TTHA Hunter’s
Extravaganza will be held at Will Rogers
Coliseum in Fort Worth. Call (800) 800-
3207 or visit ttha.com for information.

Aug. 14: The Dallas Woods and Waters
Club monthly meeting will be held at
the Sheraton North Dallas Hotel with
guest Margaret Martin, TPW
Commission. Call (214) 570-8700 for
information or reservations.

Aug. 14: The Paris Delta Waterfowl
dinner will be held at the Love Civic
Center. Call Donny at (903) 491-4910
for information.

Aug. 15: The Lost Pines NWTF banquet
will be held at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church in Rockne. Contact Matt at
(512) 751-0480 or maas5@ddc.net for
information.

Aug. 15: The Mesquite Delta Waterfowl
dinner will be held at the Double D
Ranch in Mesquite. Call Steve at (214)
395-1540 for information.

Aug. 16: The Texas Grand Slam billfish
tournament will be held at Virginia’s on
the Bay Restaurant at Port Aransas. Call
John at (361) 815-5158 or visit
ccbgfc.org for information.

Aug. 16: The Longview Delta Waterfowl
dinner will be held at the Maude Cobb
Activity Center. Call Dennis at (903)
235-1142 for information.

Aug. 21: The Frisco DU banquet will be
held at the Embassy Suites Conference
Center in Frisco. For information,
contact Ron at (972) 743-5230 or
ron.geels@eds.com.

Aug. 21: The Dallas
Safari Club monthly
meeting will be held at
the Marriott DFW
Airport North, featuring
Alyse Roan, 2008 Colin Caruthers
Youth Award winner. Call Debi at (469)
484-6776 for
information.

Aug. 21: The Houston
Delta Waterfowl dinner
will be held at Cadillac
Bar and Grill. Call

Andy at (832) 746-5076 for
information.

Aug. 21: The Rockwall-Lake Ray
Hubbard DU dinner will be held at the
Buffalo Creek Golf Club Pavilion.
Contact Scott at (972) 771-0222 or
scott@hoopercpa.com for information.

Aug. 23-24: Cabela’s
in Fort Worth is
hosting a Youth 3D
Archery Shoot for
ages 16 and under.
Contact the Archery
Department at (817) 337-2400 for
information.

Aug. 23-24: The
Bass Pro Shops Fall
Hunting Classic will
be held at the
Garland and
Grapevine stores.
Call (469) 221-2600 (Garland) or
(972) 724-2018 (Grapevine) for
information.

Aug. 23: The 16th Annual Big Brothers
Big Sisters Clay Shoot benefiting the
Outdoor Mentoring Programs will be
held at Alpine Shooting Range in Fort
Worth. Call (972) 573-2383 or e-mail
daguirre@bbbstx.org for information.

Aug. 23: The Panhandle Big Game
Awards will be held at Fair Park
Auditorium in Childress. Call (210)
826-2904 or visit
TexasBigGameAwards.com.
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HAVE AN EVENT? 
E-mail it to

editor@lonestaroutdoornews.com

ty.”
Like Lohry, Pierson expects the

action to heat up as August draws
closer.

“The past few weeks, we’ve been
getting quick limits of kings on rib-

bonfish and lures,” Pierson said.
“But they’ve been pretty far out.
The water just cleaned up around
the jetties, so I’m expecting those
big fish to show up at the jetties any
day now. In fact, so far this year,
our biggest fish have been caught
in the shallowest of water. No mat-
ter how far we go out, the fish have
been getting smaller the farther we
go. So, now that the water’s clear

up to the jetties, I think we’ll see
some really big fish in close.

“We’ve also been picking up
quite a few ling. The largest we’ve
caught in the past week was 70
pounds. And, we’ve been taking
sailfish in less than 70 feet of
water, We’ve had easy limits of
snapper. All those fish have been
between 5 and 10 pounds. And,
we’ve had some really big shark

showing up. We released a 450-
pound bull shark a couple of days
ago.”

Freeport-based guide Capt. Mike
Segall of Reel Threel Charters, has
seen signs of the good times to
come.

“We’ve had kingfish pretty
much everywhere,” Segall said.
“Dorado have been pretty good
and we’ve seen a few ling. We’ve

also been limiting out on amber-
jack and red snapper. We’ve had
some big snapper, too — up to 12
pounds. The snapper fishing
should remain good right up
until the season closes. But, by
the time the season closes, we’ll
be so busy with kings and ling
and dolphin that we probably
won’t be fishing for snapper too
much anyway.”

Offshore
Continued from Page 1
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ATHENS: Black bass are good on Zell
Pops and buzzbaits early, later switch-
ing to chatterbaits, weightless flukes
and Texas rigs — night fishing is good
on black spinnerbaits and blue fleck
soft plastics. 
BRIDGEPORT: Black bass are good on
buzzbaits early, later switching to
finesse Texas rigs and shaky head rigs. 
PROCTOR: Black bass are good on
crankbaits.

BROWNWOOD: Hybrid striper are good
trolling or drifting shad in Hybrid Alley
and around docks at night. White bass
are excellent on Li'l Fishies and
Persuader crankbaits off lighted docks
at night. 
CALAVERAS: Striped bass are good on
spoons and striper jigs between the
dam and the crappie wall in 15-20 feet,
and on chicken livers and shad along
the shoreline.
O.H. IVIE: White bass are good on live
baits and crankbaits.
RAY HUBBARD: White bass are excel-
lent on topwaters and slabs.

BRAUNIG: Channel and blue catfish are
excellent on liver, shrimp, cut bait, and
cheesebait near the dam and the hot
water discharge.
BUCHANAN: Yellow and blue catfish
are very good on goldfish and perch
upriver.
SAM RAYBURN: Catfish are very good
on trotlines baited with live bait and cut
bait.

CADDO: Crappie are good on jigs and
minnows and jigs.
COOPER: Crappie are good on jigs and
minnows over brush piles. 
RAY ROBERTS: Crappie are good over
brush piles and excellent around isolat-
ed trees on minnows and jigs. 

HOUSTON COUNTY: Bream are good on
live worms off piers and near grass beds,
and on the south side of the islands.

CATFISH

HOT BITES
ALAN HENRY: Water lightly stained; 79 degrees; .74' low. Black bass
are good on white buzzbaits and white spinnerbaits with blue high-
lights, and black/chartreuse jigs along timber lines. Crappie are good
on minnows and jigs.
AMISTAD: Water stained; 85 degrees; 17.32' low. Black bass are good
on Senkos, crankbaits, spinnerbaits, and soft plastics. Catfish are good
on stinkbait, liver, and frozen shrimp over baited holes. Yellow catfish
are good on trotlines baited with live perch. 
ARROWHEAD: Water lightly stained; 82 degrees; 3.90' low. Black bass
are good on topwater frog baits in surface vegetation and spinnerbaits
along rocky points. White bass are good shallow while chasing shad.
ATHENS: Water stained, 81-88 degrees; 0.1' low. Catfish are good on
cut bait and nightcrawlers.
BELTON: Water clear; 83 degrees; 0.86' low. Black bass are fair on
spinnerbaits. Channel and blue catfish are good on hot dogs and sum-
mer sausage. 
BOB SANDLIN: Water off-color; 80-88 degrees; 0.22' high. Black bass
are fair to good on Stanley Ribbits early, later switching to Senkos,
Texas rigs and wacky rigs. Crappie are good on minnows and jigs over
brush piles and around bridge columns. 
BRAUNIG: Water stained; 83 degrees. Striped bass are good on liver
and shad off points near the pier, and down rigging silver and gold
spoons near the jetty and dam. Redfish are excellent on perch, tilapia,
shad, and silver spoons, and down rigging near the jetty and dam. 
BRIDGEPORT: Water lightly stained; 80-85 degrees; 1.46' low. White
bass and hybrids are good on topwaters. 
BROWNWOOD: Water clear; 84 degrees; 3.48' low. Black bass to 5
pounds are good on  spinnerbaits near the docks, and on redbug
worms around docks and brush piles in 12-15 feet. Crappie are good
on minnows and Li'l Fishies in 10-18 feet. 
BUCHANAN: Water clear; 83 degrees; 5.16' low. Striped bass are good
on Rat-L-Traps, Rattlin' Rogues, and plastic swim baits in Silver Creek
below the bridge. 
CADDO: Water stained; 82-88 degrees; 0.19' low. Black bass are good
on topwaters early, later
switching to flukes,
Rat-L-Traps, Senkos
and Texas rigs.  White
bass are good on white
Road Runners and
minnows.
CALAVERAS: Water
stained; 83 degrees.
Redfish are excellent
down rigging silver and
gold spoons and live
bait along the crappie
wall and the dam in 10
-20 feet, on live perch
and tilapia along the
shoreline, and on live
bait along the crappie
wall. Channel catfish
are excellent on liver,
cheesebait, shrimp,
and shad near the rail-
road trestle and 181
Cove. Blue catfish are
excellent on liver and
cheesebait.
CEDAR CREEK: Water
lightly stained; 81-87
degrees; 0.37' low.
Black bass are good on
Ribbits early, later
switching to Texas rigs,
Senkos and spinner-
baits. White bass are
good on slabs and top-
waters. Hybrid striper
are good on swim baits.
Catfish are good on
prepared bait.
CHOKE CANYON:
Water lightly stained; 92 degrees; 2.75' low. Channel catfish are very
good on live bait in 4-15 feet. Yellow and blue catfish are very good on
live bait upriver.
CONROE: Water clear; 0.80' low. Black bass are fair on chartreuse and
watermelon Carolina rigged soft plastics and spinnerbaits. Catfish are
good on stinkbait, chicken livers, and shrimp.
COOPER: Water lightly stained; 80-87 degrees; 0.38' low. Black bass
are good on topwaters early, later switching to drop shot rigs, Carolina-
and Texas rigs and Senkos. White bass are good on Rooster Tails and
Little Georges. Hybrid striper are good on Sassy Shad and live shad. 
FALCON: Water clear in the south end, lightly stained in the north end;
83 degrees. Black bass are good on Brush Hogs and shallow running
crankbaits. Channel and blue catfish to 2 pounds are excellent on
stinkbait. 
GRANBURY: Water clear; 1.37' low. Catfish are good on stinkbait,
chicken livers, and frozen shrimp.
GRANGER: Water clear; 84 degrees; 0.58' low. White bass are good
trolling Rat-L-Traps and crankbaits. Crappie are good on yellow
marabou jigs in 6-15 feet. Blue catfish are good drifting shad across
main lake flats. 
GRAPEVINE: Water off-color; 81-88 degrees; 0.95' low. Black bass are
good on crankbaits, Texas rigs and wacky rigs. White bass are good on
Rooster Tails, topwaters and slabs. Catfish are good on cut bait and
nightcrawlers.
GREENBELT: Water lightly stained; 76 degrees; 26.23' low. Black bass
are good on topwater lures, white spinnerbaits, and black/blue jigs
worked around tree and grass lines. Crappie are good on jigs and min-
nows. White bass are good on live baits and crawfish colored crankbaits
along riprap. 
HOUSTON COUNTY: Water clear; 88 degrees; 0.01' high. Black bass
are good on watermelon red worms near the marina in 6 feet. Crappie

are good on live minnows near the pump station in 15 feet. White bass
are good along the northeast shore. 
JOE POOL: Water off-color; 81-87 degrees; 0.44' low. Black bass are
good on topwaters early, later switching to Texas rigs and crankbaits.
White bass are good on Humdingers. 
LAKE O' THE PINES: Water stained; 81-88 degrees; 1.63' high.
Crappie are good on minnows over brush piles. 
LAVON: Water stained; 80-88 degrees; 1.1' low. Black bass are good on
crankbaits, Senkos and Texas rigs. Crappie are good on minnows and
jigs — moving to deeper water. Catfish are good on cut shad and pre-
pared bait.
LBJ: Water stained; 83 degrees; 0.34' low. Crappie are good on min-
nows and watermelon jigs over brush piles. Channel catfish are good on
minnows and stinkbait. 
LEWISVILLE: Water off-color; 81-87 degrees; 0.89' low. White bass are
good on slabs and Rooster Tails. Catfish are good on prepared bait and
cut shad.
LIVINGSTON: Water fairly clear; 85 degrees; 0.08' high. Black bass are
good on soft plastics, spinnerbaits, and crankbaits. White bass are good
on spoons and Charlie slabs. 
MACKENZIE: Water lightly stained; 77 degrees; 74.78' low. Crappie are
good on minnows and jigs. White bass and striped bass are good on
minnows and shallow diving crankbaits. 
MONTICELLO: Water fairly clear; 81-89 degrees; 0.2' high. Black bass
are good on topwaters early, later switching to Texas rigs, spinnerbaits
and chrome Rat-L-Traps. Crappie are good on minnows.
O.H. IVIE: Water lightly stained; 79 degrees; 11.21' low. Crappie are
good on minnows and jigs. Smallmouth bass are good on live baits and
shad-colored crankbaits along points. Channel catfish are good on live
baits.
PALESTINE: Water stained; 82-88 degrees; 0.06' high. Black bass are
fair to good on spinnerbaits, Texas rigs and pearl shallow running
crankbaits. Crappie are fair to good on minnows and jigs over brush

piles. 
POSSUM KINGDOM:
Water stained 84
degrees; 1.32' low.
White bass are good on
silver crankbaits and
small white jigs in the
mid-lake area early in
the day and at night.
Catfish are good on cut
baits and liver along
the river channel in the
Rock Creek area.
PROCTOR: Water
stained; 88 degrees;
2.10' low. Striped bass
are good on live shad.
White bass are good on
live shad. Channel and
blue catfish are good
on trotlines and jug-
lines baited with cut
shad. 
RAY HUBBARD: Water
stained; 81-88
degrees; 0.44' low.
Crappie are good on
minnows and jigs
around the bridges and
in the marinas.  Hybrid
striper are fair to good
on Sassy Shad. 
RAY ROBERTS: Water
clear; 82-88 degrees;
0.39' low. Black bass
are very good on Zell
Pops and Carolina
rigged Ring Frys in 10-
20 feet. White bass
are good to excellent
on jigging spoons.

RICHLAND CHAMBERS: Water off-color; 82-87 degrees; 1.05' low.
White bass are good on slabs. Hybrid striper are fair to good on Sassy
Shad and live shad. 
SAM RAYBURN: Water lightly stained; 83 degrees; 2.45' low. Black
bass are good on minnows and dark soft plastic worms. Crappie are
good on minnows and blue tube jigs over baited holes in 20-25 feet. 
STILLHOUSE: Water clear; 85 degrees; 0.75' low. Black bass are good
on minnows. 
TAWAKONI: Water lightly stained; 82-88 degrees; 0.29' low. Black bass
are good on buzzbaits and Zell Pops early, later switching to creatures,
white spinnerbaits, chatterbaits and Senkos. Crappie are good on min-
nows and jigs. White bass are good on minnows. 
TEXOMA: Water off-color; 80-87 degrees; 0.89' low. Crappie are good
on minnows and jigs over brush piles and around bridge columns.
Striped bass are good on live shad and topwaters. Catfish are good on
cut and live shad.
TOLEDO BEND: Water clear; 82 degrees; 1.31' low. White bass are
good on spoons in the river. Bream are good on crickets and night-
crawlers. 
WEATHERFORD: Water stained; 80-87 degrees; 1.55' low. Crappie are
good on minnows and jigs. White bass are good on minnows.
WHITE RIVER: Water lightly stained; 78 degrees; 27.99' low. Crappie
are good on jigs and minnows. 
WHITNEY: Water clear; 4.42' low. Catfish are good on shrimp and live
bait.
WRIGHT PATMAN: Water lightly stained; 80-88 degrees; 7.23' high.
Black bass are good on topwaters early, later switching to medium div-
ing crankbaits and Texas rigs. Crappie are good on minnows and jigs
over brush piles. 

CRAPPIE

WHITE/
HYBRID/STRIPER

LARGEMOUTH
BASS

NORTH SABINE: Redfish are good in the
marsh on small topwaters and in the river
on live shad. Trout are good while drifting
slicks and pods of bait on topwaters and
soft plastics in the middle of the lake.
SOUTH SABINE: Trout are good on the
Reef on soft plastics and live shrimp.
Trout are good under diving gulls on soft
plastics and at the jetty on live shrimp
and topwaters.
BOLIVAR:
Redfish are
good around
Rollover Pass
on croakers
and live shrimp. Trout are fair around
Rollover on DOA Shrimp and Little
Fishies.
TRINITY BAY: Trout are fair around the
east shoreline shell on red shad plastics
and topwaters. Redfish are good in the
grass on the north shoreline on gold
spoons.
EAST GALVESTON BAY: Trout are best
while drifting deep shell on plastics and
croakers. Redfish are fair to good at the
mouths of the marsh on live shrimp.
WEST GALVESTON BAY: Deep shell has
produced trout on live bait. Gafftop, sand
trout, trout, redfish, sharks and whiting
are good from the beachfront piers on live
bait.
TEXAS CITY: Trout are good at night
under the lights on live shrimp and DOA
Shrimp. Trout are good for waders work-
ing the reefs on croakers and live shrimp.
FREEPORT: Trout are fair to good while
drifting Christmas Bay on live shrimp.
Trout, sand trout, gafftop and sharks are
good at San Luis Pass on live bait.
EAST MATAGORDA: Trout are fair to good
while drifting deep shell on live shrimp. 
MATAGORDA: Trout are fair to good on
the south shoreline grass beds plastics.
Redfish and black drum are fair on live
shrimp in Oyster Lake.
PORT O'CONNOR: Trout are fair while
drifting the flats on live shrimp under a
popping cork. Redfish and sharks are
good on live shrimp and mullet at the
jetty and in the surf.
ROCKPORT: Trout are good on the reefs
in St. Charles Bay, Mesquite Bay and
Copano
Bay on
croakers.
Redfish
are fair to
good on
mullet and piggy perch around Hog
Island.
PORT ARANSAS: Trout are good at the
jetty on croakers and finger mullet.
Redfish are good around Shamrock Cove
on gold spoons and small topwaters.
Offshore is good for snapper, ling and
kingfish. 
CORPUS CHRISTI: Trout are good on the
grass beds adjacent to the channel on
piggy perch and live shrimp. Trout and
redfish are fair to good on live shrimp and
croaker around the reefs in Nueces Bay.
Redfish are good in Emmords Hole on
shrimp and perch.
BAFFIN BAY: Redfish are fair to good
while drifting Yarborough on live shrimp
and topwaters.Trout are good on the grass
beds in the Land Cut on croakers, soft
plastics, Gulps and DOA Shrimp.
PORT MANSFIELD: Trout and redfish are
good while wading and drifting the flats
on shrimp and small topwaters. A few tar-
pon have been showing off the beach.
Offshore is good for red snapper, ling and
kingfish.
SOUTH PADRE: Trout are good on topwa-
ters and soft plastics on the edge of the
grass. Snook are fair to good on topwaters
in South Bay and at the jetty. 
PORT ISABEL: Trout are good while drift-
ing sand and grass on soft plastics under
rattling corks. Trout are hanging on the
edge of the channel and hitting topwa-
ters, YUM baits and DOA Shrimp. Snook
are good at the mouths of freshwater
drains.

SALTWATER
SCENE

FISHING REPORT

See Hot Spot on Page 9.
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there’s grass and hydrilla at the
points, that’s better.”

For baits, Casey likes the crawfish
types, Texas-rigged. “The craws
move more water,” he said. “But it’s
not always true that the bigger baits
are best at night. I’ve caught some
of my biggest bass on the smaller
craw baits.”

Casey also likes the 10-inch
Power Worm, jigs, and 1/2-ounce
spinnerbaits with big Colorado
blades, and the occasional topwa-
ter bait.

There are added benefits to fish-
ing at night. “It’s cooler, although
the hottest nights seem to have bet-
ter fishing,” he said. “But fishing at
night makes you a better fisher-
man, especially with the Texas
rigs,” Casey said. “You can’t see the
line, you’re fishing entirely on
feel.”

“When people use overdraws,
there is a potential for an arrow to
come off rest and your hand can
get sliced,” Erwin said. “Keep
your index finger off the rest, off
and away from that shaft.

“If you hold everything right,
you won’t need to put your finger
there.”

Next, keep arrows in a covered
quiver until it’s time to shoot,
Jetton said. Also, a hunter should
never “nock” an arrow while
moving through the field; wait
until you’re on stand or in a
blind.

“You could stumble and fall
and hurt yourself or your buddy,”
Jetton said. “I heard about one
injury when some guys were
spot-and-stalking, all lined up
and walking through the woods.

“Well, one guy wasn’t paying
attention and he wound up stick-
ing his buddy.”

Also, they said, be careful
while field dressing. If the broad-
head is still in the animal, it’s
probably still sharp.

“Of course then we go into first
aid, in case something does hap-
pen,” Jetton said of the safety
course curriculum.

Erwin said that most broad-
heads are nearly an inch wide, so
a hunter who gets stuck with one
should let a doctor remove it.

“Don’t pull it out,” he said.
“You may do more damage. You
can cut the shaft off, but then
bandage around it to stabilize it.”

Texas recently dropped the 40-
pound minimum peak draw
weight requirement. Jetton pre-
dicts hunters will look for equip-
ment to compensate for the
reduced power, which will make
safety an even more important
issue.

Jetton and Erwin urged archers
to not only take a hunter safety
course, but also a bowhunter
education course. 

The bowhunter course is vol-
untary in Texas, although it is
mandatory in many states.

For information on bow-
hunter education courses, con-
tact the Lone Star Bowhunters
Association or the TPW educa-
tion department.

Broadhead
Continued from Page 6

Night
Continued from Page 8

Hunters in need of certification are encouraged
to enroll soon. As hunting seasons draw closer,
demand for hunter education classes increases.

Anyone born after Sept. 1, 1971 is required to
take the Hunter Education Training Course in
order to hunt in Texas. The minimum age a hunter
may be certified has been lowered this year to 9
years of age.

Hunters who are at least 17 years of age and have
not completed the hunter education course may
defer completion for one year. Hunters who opted
for “deferral” last year must complete the hunter
education course to hunt legally this year.

Hunter education courses are conducted by cer-
tified volunteers. Courses cost $15 and students
have two options: take the free classroom study
portion on-line plus a one-day field component or
take the traditional two-day course that averages
14 hours of instruction at a location near home.

More than 30,000 aspiring hunters become cer-
tified every year in Texas. Since 1972 about
780,000 Texans have completed the hunter educa-
tion course.

—Texas Parks and Wildlife report.

Glenn Eller of Katy won the Men’s Double
Trap competition at the 2008 USA Shooting
National Championships for Shotgun.

Eller’s U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit team-
mates Jeff Holguin of Yorba Linda, Calif., Josh
Richmond of Hillsgrove, Pa., and Bill Keever of
Rutherfordton, N.C., claimed the top four spots
in Men’s Double Trap. 

Two-time Olympian and 2008 U.S. Olympic
team member Eller captured the title with a
match score of 289, a final of 48 and a total score

of 337, topping Holguin by 4 targets.
In Men’s Trap, Lance Bade of Colorado

Springs, Colo., shot a score of 290 to top U.S.
Olympic Team member Dominic Grazioli of San
Antonio by 3 targets.

Miranda Wilder of Diana won the Women’s
Trap National Championship with a final score
of 276. Caitlin Barney of Ingram finished
fourth.

—USA Shooting report.

Hunter education 
classes filling up 

Texas shooters take national titles

ON TARGET:
Miranda

Wilder of
Diana shot a

276 total
score to win
the Women's
Trap National

Championship
held in

Colorado
Springs.

Photo by USA
Shooting.
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Alabama Gov. Bob Riley extend-
ed the red snapper season within
Alabama’s jurisdictional waters
through Oct. 31.

Riley cited the inconsistency of
the National Marine Fisheries
Service to force compliance with
the federal regulations regarding
red snapper in Florida and Texas.

Texas has a year-round season for
its states waters with a four-fish bag
limit with a minimum length of 15
inches.

Current federal regulations gov-
erning red snapper fishing set a sea-
son of June 1 through Aug. 5 with a
bag limit of two per person with a
minimum length of 16 inches.

Captain and crew may not possess
any red snapper.

Florida and Texas have nine nau-
tical miles of state waters off shore.
Alabama has three.

— Alabama Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources

report.

‘Gobbleteer’
a big winner

Norm Nothnagel of Willard, Mo., won
a Resident Lifetime Conservation Partner
Permit for taking part in a study of turkey
mating behavior.

Participating “gobbleteers” go out
before sunrise at least twice a week from
mid-March through mid-May and record
information about turkey gobbling activ-
ity. The Missouri Department of
Conservation and the National Wild
Turkey Federation sponsor the program.

Gobbleteers report their observations,
which become part of a database to  deep-
en biologists’ understanding of turkey
mating behavior, how it is affected by
weather and hunting and how best to
manage the state’s turkey-hunting
resource.

The NWTF enters every gobbleteer in a
drawing for a shotgun or a lifetime permit
that includes all the privileges normally
included in small-game and migratory
hunting permits and a fishing permit.
Nothnagel chose the lifetime permit, a
$600 value. 

— Missouri Department of Conservation
report.

State record white perch 
caught in Pennsylvania

James Clark was fishing for
striped bass and white perch
under a Delaware River bridge
when he hooked a white perch
weighing 1 pound, 12 ounces and
measuring 12.5 inches.

The fish was identified as a new

state record by the Pennsylvania
Fish and Boat Commission.

The weight of the fish topped
the previous record by five ounces.

— Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission report.

Alabama extends red snapper 
season in state waters

Carbon offset program connects 
Louisiana wildlife corridors

RESTORATION REVENUE: By using carbon offset funds to pay for planting cypress and
other trees along Louisiana’s Tensas River, The Nature Conservancy hopes to connect
isolated floodplains forests. Photo by FWS.

A tract of land located in Louisiana’s Tensas River Basin
is the first offering in The Nature Conservancy’s volun-
tary carbon offset program. 

The tract currently stands as unproductive farmland.
Revenue from carbon offset contributions will provide
funding to pay the costs not only of setting aside land for
the project, but also of planting trees and managing the
project.

Once the largest contiguous tract of floodplain forest in
North America, about 26 percent of the Lower Mississippi
Valley’s historic extent remains, much of it as isolated
fragments.

The Tensas River Basin Project is part of a system of
3,600 acres connected to the 85,000-acre Tensas River
National Wildlife Refuge that are or will soon be under
conservation management, creating a large contiguous
block of forest within the Lower Mississippi Valley that
will restore critical habitat.

This region is a priority for conservation because defor-
estation has left islands of remnant forests surrounded by
agriculture, and reforestation will serve to connect small
existing forest tracts to create critical wildlife corridors.
The region also supports the largest-known population of
the Louisiana Black Bear.

— Nature Conservancy report.

To advertise in this section, please contact Mike Hughs at (214) 361-2276 or mhughs@lonestaroutdoornews.com
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After a long ride with a fist-sized
hole in his shoulder and a week in
the hospital, Ian returned home
and was soon back on the water
helping others, including
Thaxton, with the trophy, or tro-
phies, of a lifetime.

“Ian is a top mate and is

extremely careful,” Thaxton said.
“It was just a freak thing.”

After the day of fishing, Thaxton
headed to a massage therapist. “I
was worn out,” he said. “I had to
get my hip and tailbone realigned.
I had spent a lot of time in the
chair.”

Thaxton headed out with the
same crew again on July 6. “At 7:40
a.m., I got into a 800- to 900-
pound blue, but it got off in a short
period of time,” he said. “Later, I

caught a 550-pound blue and a 45-
pound white marlin.”

All of the fish from both outings
were released, except the 550-
pounder that had to be brought
into the boat. “It got tail-
wrapped,” he said. “It’s a sad day
when we have to kill one.”

Thaxton was thankful for the
trip and the crew. “It was one of
those trips,” he said. “It’s extreme-
ly rare to catch that many fish, and
of such quality and size.”

Jeff, like his grandfather, is in
law enforcement — a jailer for the
Hunt County Sheriff.  Twenty-

four years old, he lives in
Greenville. 

“He’s the one that favors our
dad most,” Rob said, “in his man-
nerisms and everything.” Rob had
been in the lead earlier, with a 14-
pound red snapper.

“This means getting together

and doing what our dad wanted
us to do — stay close as a family,”
Rob said.

Asked how many years he
thought the family tournament
would continue, Rob said,
“Hopefully, long after we (the
three brothers) pass on.”

Family
Continued from Page 8

Bermuda
Continued from Page 8

MARLIN FEVER: James Thaxton’s Bermuda trip resulted in four marlin being caught in one day, and this 45-pound white marlin
on another day. Photo by James Thaxton.
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