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Friends in the deer business

Boyhood buddies
become keepers
of giant buck

By Thomas Phillips
Lone Smar Outboor News

Jeff Dean and Brad Sullivan grew up
together and never grew apart. They
met when they were 6 and lived next
door to each other in Winnsboro, La.
Both had older brothers, who were
also the same age.

“No matter what season it was,
that was what sport we played,” Dean
said. “And it was always big brothers
against little brothers.”

The little brothers’ competitive
drive eventually caught up to the
older brothers’ dominance. But even
though the younger Dean and Sulli-
van children started winning, their
drive for supremacy didn’t stop.

Today, they co-own one of the big-
gest white-tailed deer in Texas: Max-
bo 727, a giant of a buck. His antlers
scored about 265 as a yearling. This
year, Dean estimates the 2-year-old to
be 330.

“Brad’s competitive nature is want-
ing to be the best at whatever he puts
himself into,” Dean said.

After college, Sullivan moved to
Dallas and found a job. When he
moved out of a cousin’s home and
into an apartment, he told Dean to
move in.

Sullivan, the type-A personality
of the pair, later started a successful
mortgage company. He hired Dean,

See DEER FRIENDS, Page 14

BREEDER BUCK: With an estimated score of
330, Maxbo 727 is the biggest deer at Jeff
Dean and Brad Sullivan’s Montague Coun-
ty ranch. But the most significant aspect of
the ranch is the men'’s friendship that built

it. Photo by David J. Sams, LSON.

No place like home for Guad bass | Trappersstill

Native bass largely sedentary, study says

going despite

By Thomas Phillips
Lone Star Outboor News

A new study recently deter-
mined that Guadalupe bass are
similar to smallmouth bass and
other stream-dwelling fish: They
stay close to home until it is time
to spawn.

The study, conducted by Josh-
uah S. Perkin and others at Texas
State University, tracked Texas’
state freshwater fish in the South
Llano and Pedernales rivers in
2008.

The study looked at move-

low fur prices

Several factors
influencing market

By Ralph Winingham
For Lone Star Outpoor News

Without a cold winter and better eco-
nomic conditions — in China and Rus-
sia — Texas trappers and fur hunters are
facing a depressed market for hides and
furs that have been part of human attire
since time began.

ment and microhabitat used by
Guadalupe bass in therivers, and
it was Perkin’s master’s thesis.

The researchers learned that through June.

Thedistances they move, how-
can be found in a wider variety ever, are not great.

More than half of the fish in
spawning months from March the study stayed close to home,

Guadalupe bass move more and

of habitats during their spring

TEXAS BASS: Guadalupe bass, like other riverine bass, do not generally move
far in a river or stream. Photo by Thomas Phillips, Lone Star Outdoor News.

“The main thing that hurts fur values
is the economy — not here, but in Chi-
na and Russia, where we see our main

within the same pool or run, market,” said Dan Hepkor of Bastrop,
Perkin said, during the period who is a member of the Texas Trappers
of study. Six moved upstream an and Fur Hunters Association. “We all

See GUADALUPE, Page 16 See FUR PRICES, Page 30
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New plan to boost quail research

Tech, partners will
cast wide net to
gather more data

A new research program will
unite 38 Texas counties in a push to
collect data on quail.

The Quail-Tech Alliance’s re-
search area will be in west-central
and northwest Texas, which covers
more than 22 million acres.

Within each of the counties,
one ranch will be designated as an
anchor ranch to serve as a field re-
search or demonstration site for five
years. Each of the anchor ranches
will host a specific research or dem-
onstration project during one year
of the five-year period.

“This five-year initiative will pro-
duce one of the largest collections
of quail data ever generated in a
program of this kind,” said Charles
Hodges, one of the founders of the
Quail-Tech Alliance.

The Quail-Tech Alliance is a part-
nership between Texas Tech’s Natu-
ral Resources Management Depart-
ment and Quail First, a nonprofit
that advocates for the birds.

Among the historic ranches al-
ready on the list are the Pitchfork
Ranch, W.T. Waggoner Ranch, Mill
Iron Ranch in Collingsworth Coun-
ty, George Allen’s Circle A in Archer
County and Phil Guitar’s Grissom
Ranch in Callahan County.

“We plan to use cutting-edge sci-
ence to attack the problem of quail
decline,” said Brad Dabbert, re-
search project director and associate
chairman of Texas Tech’s Depart-
ment of Natural Resources Manage-
ment, voicing the need for a much

better understanding of the multi-
ple factors that influence quail pop-
ulation growth. “Our goal is to in-
crease the acreage of suitable quail
habitat throughout the region.”

The Quail-Tech Alliance will con-
duct research and demonstration
projects on an array of topics, in-
cluding:

M Investigating effects of supple-
mental feeding.

B Understanding factors that
influence over-winter survival of
adults and summer-to-fall survival
of the brood.

B Refining the way prescribed
burning, brush modification and
livestock grazing are used as tools of
habitat management.

Separately, research results will be
relayed to each anchor ranch imme-
diately, and a “Quail Management

Manual” is to be printed at the end
of each five-year project cycle.

Quail numbers across the state
are down, primarily because of dis-
appearing habitat and land frag-
mentation.

Dabbert said the broad research
area was specifically designed to
study multiple areas with diverse
weather patterns and habitat char-
acteristics. And by working with
the ranchers to develop customized
research projects, the needs of the
individual ranch operations will be
better served.

The research program begins Jan.
1, though the group indicated that
it will enlist ranches and personnel
this fall. As part of the project, sev-
eral Texas Tech graduate and un-
dergraduate students will be em-
ployed.

WIDE RANGE: Above, Sean Yancey holds
a bobwhite quail before it is banded and
released back into the wild at Matador
Wildlife Management Area. Left, Yancey
locates quail wearing radio transmitting
necklaces. Researchers will track quail
during the Quail-Tech Alliance project,
which will start during January. Photos by
Texas Tech University.

“This project provides a very ex-
citing opportunity to study the de-
cline of bobwhite and blue quail
populations and their habitat re-
quirements,” said Ron Sosebee, a
professor emeritus with Texas Tech’s
Department of Natural Resources
Management. “The diverse envi-
ronmental conditions throughout
the Rolling Plains of Texas provide
excellent conditions for detailed
field research and demonstration
projects.”

At the end of the multi-year proj-
ect, the Tech researchers hope to
have a better idea of how to increase
and sustain quail populations.

“The opportunity to increase
quail populations and improve
their habitat is exciting and has
great promise,” Sosebee said.

— Texas Tech report
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E-mails spreading (mostly) false gun rumors

One bill would require owners to register firearms; odds of passing are nil or next to it

By Mark England
Lone Star Outpoor News

Ted Novin of the National Shooting Sports
Foundation has two words for people riled af-
ter receiving a couple of recent e-mails. The
e-mails proclaim that, thanks to Senate Bill
2099, they must list all guns on their 2009
income tax, pay a $50 tax, then brace for an-
other bill aiming to let the government en-
ter homes to verify residents’ guns are stored
safely. Novin’s words: “urban legends.”

“There are a number of urban legends con-
cerning gun-control-related bills that are re-
surfacing throughout the country,” said No-
vin, director of public affairs for the NSSF.

He quickly shot down talk of S. 2099.

“As the trade association for the firearms
industry, the National Shooting Sports Foun-
dation wishes to be perfectly clear: There is no
such bill,” Novin said.

There isn’t, but there was — nine years
ago.

As with many Internet rumors, this one

contains a tinge of truth. In 2000, Sen. Jack
Reed, D-R.I.,, introduced S. 2099. It would
have imposed a one-time $50 tax on the
manufacture of all handguns. The bill also
would have required handgun owners to sub-
mit their photograph and fingerprints on a
firearms application. However, the bill would
not have required them to list their guns on
their income tax forms.

The bill died a quiet death in the Finance
Committee, never even drawing a vote.

Brooks Jackson, director of FactCheck.org,

said the rampant e-mail referring to S. 2099
conflates it with a current bill, the so-called
Blair Holt’s Firearm Licensing and Record of
Sale Act of 2009. Officially called H.R. 45, the
bill honors a 16-year-old Chicago honor stu-
dent who died in a drive-by targeting a school
bus when he shielded a girl from bullets.

H.R. 45, submitted by Rep. Bobby Rush, D-
I11., would prohibit the possession of a hand-
gun or semiautomatic weapon that accepts

See E-MAILS, Page 28

Close
counts for
this coyote

hunter

Archer City man
returns home
to his roots,
becomes hunter

By Bill Miller
For Lo Sar Outnoor News

The gagging screech of a distressed
rabbit drifted from the 30-foot mesa
where Abby Abernathy and Marvin
Henry, his varmint-hunting mentor,
were watching for coyotes.

But there was no rabbit; Henry was
using a mouth call because in the
1980s, varmint calls
had not yet gone
“digital.”

“Then we heard a
noise from above,”
said Abernathy, a
fifth-generation Ar-
cher County ranch-
er. “Marvin was,
from his vantage
point, able to see the coyote standing
on top of alarge flat rock, looking for
that distressed rabbit. I was right un-
der the rock he was standing on.

“He was so close, all I saw was hair.
[turned and shot him.

“l had heard about taking 200-
yard shots (at varmints), but from
then on, I wanted them in my lap.”

It’s the story Abernathy, 47, tells
when asked to describe the moment
he realized varmint hunting was not
just a tool to mitigate depredations
on his family’s historic ranch near

Abernathy

See ABERNATHY, Page 28

NATURAL FOODS: Acorns fell early in some areas around Texas, giving deer an alternative to eating at feeders. Photo by David J. Sams, Lone Star Outdoor News.

ome deer, but it’s still early

Mostly young bucks,
does seen around state
for bow season opener

By Thomas Phillips
Lone Star Outnoor News

From some reports, it might seem like Kyle
Tomek was the only bowhunter to shoot a deer
opening weekend in Texas.

Tomek, hunting in Jackson County, shot an

eight-pointer, his largest buck and his first deer
killed with a bow. Other hunters around the
state reported seeing few mature deer.

Tomek was happy to have his first bow-har-
vested deer. He had seen the deer running with
a bachelor group of about five bucks before the
season began.

The Saturday of opening weekend, Oct. 3,
the deer was with a 10-point that had a smaller
body and narrower inside spread.

“It’s not the biggest buck, but I am thrilled to
have my first bow kill and biggest buck to date,”
Tomek said. “The only downside is that my sea-
son is basically already over! I could have waited

to better my chances at a bigger buck, but my
gut told me to take this solid deer and wait for a
bigger one next year.”

Hunters elsewhere decided to wait.

Gary Crouch passed on eight young bucks
and more than a dozen does opening weekend.

“We had a lot of doe and young buck activ-
ity,” Crouch said.

Two of the bucks were 3 1/2-year-old eight-
points, Crouch said. He’s holding out for deer
that scores 140 to 160.

Two falls ago, he harvested one that scored 157.

See BOW OPENER, Page 29

New products bring predator hunting to cutting edge

Sport involves more than a call,
a coyote and an clear shot

By Mary Helen Aguirre
Lone Sar Qutboor News

Don Steele is owner and chief guide
at Abilene-based Lone Star Varmint
Hunts. Since the early 1980s, Steele
has been guiding hunters looking to
bag a gray fox, a bobcat and that wil-
iest of predators, the coyote. Steele,
whose clients usually opt for two- or
three-night hunts, goes out an hour
before sunset and usually stays out

until an hour past sunrise.

He has spent many a freezing win-
ter night in his modified Jeep Wran-
gler waiting for his prey.

“We do well after bad weather,”
he said. “They start moving because
they’ve missed out on their food, and
they’re hungry.”

His most important gear for his
hunts: “a good rifle, good lights and
good calls,” he said.

He favors a .223-caliber custom-

made AR with a hair trigger; a hand-
held light that’s not so bright that
predators will spot him before he
spots them; and an electronic
call or hand call, depending

on the terrain.
He dresses in layers

with warmth and comfort in mind.
The goal should be to blend into the
night as much as possible.

“You don’t want to wear some-
thing bright,” said Steele, who usual-
ly wears camo because he’s out before
sunset and after sunrise.

Predator hunters gearing up for the
season might want to try the follow-
ing new items, designed especially

with their needs in mind:

Calls. FOXPRO’s Fury takes
predator calling to a new level
with such features as 24-bit au-
dio, 4 gigabytes of sound storage

and a vamped-up remote control.

This rugged and lightweight digital
caller comes with 10 sound presets
with custom volume levels and two
quick access buttons for the most fre-
quently used sounds. Hunters also
can design up to 10 complete patterns
by mapping out sounds, durations of
the sounds being played, and vol-
ume level. The Fury comes standard
with 100 sounds from the company’s
sound library and has a large back-
lit LCD for easy reading. It sells for
about $600. FOXPRO also has recent-
ly introduced its Skyote (about $20), a
hand call designed with a raised ridge

See PREDATOR PRODUCTS, Page 26
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Hunting News in Brief

Deer gores worker, 27,
at Y.0. Ranch to death

According to his obituary, Buchi “was living
his dream and doing what he loved to do.”
— Staff report

A Kerr County man working at the Y.0. Ranch NEW iPhOﬂe appS Cater

died Oct. 1 when an exotic buck deer gored
him, according to the Kerrville Daily Times.

Brandon Buchi, 27, of Mountain Home suf-
fered two punctures, to his abdomen and thigh,
from the deer’s antlers. The deer, a barasingha
or swamp deer, is a native of India and can
grow to 400 pounds. It is closely related to elk.

Buchi was unloading the deer from a trail-
er when the incident occurred. The barasingha
pinned him on the ground and gored him, wit-
nesses told sheriff’s investigators.

Witnesses were unsuccessful at trying to pull
the deer off of Buchi.

Buchi, a manager at the ranch, died there
though a firefighter performed CPR. The deer
later died because of stress.

Buchi is survived by his wife, Erin; a brother;
his parents; and other family members. Funeral
services were to be held Oct. 5.

to hunters, anglers

Two new iPhone applications let hunters and
anglers receive weather forecasts directly on
their mobile phones.

HuntCast and FishCast, written by Datasport,
allow users to select a date from a calendar
and view the forecast graph for that date. The
graphs predict “excellent” “good,” and “fair”
hunting times.

“Most people check the forecasts on a dai-
ly basis, either the night before or the morning
of their outdoor trip,” said app developer Matt
Livingston. “But it's not always easy to mem-
orize the times on the charts. HuntCast and
FishCast offer quick access, allowing people to
view the charts without ever having to leave the
woods or the boat.”

— Datasport report
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Corky lures sold to MirrOLure maker
HOT ITEM: : them. L&S will manufacture the lures at  each other.

Brandan Fred- Texas founder Wﬂl its plant in Costa Rica, and Brown was to MirrOLure gained exclusive rights to
erick looks over 5 s travel there to help set up the operation.  the five Corky models, and it intends to
the thin stock of Stlll be 1nVOlved “I never wanted to be the best lure reproduce Brown’s lures to his standards,
Corky lures last : : in town or have a lure in every shop,” Haring said. The same materials, from
month at the Wlth quahty ContrOI said Brown, 74. “MirrOLure’s gonna do  the same suppliers, will be used to make

Tackle Box bait
shop in Victoria.
Buyers scram-
bled to buy
Corkies when
news broke that
the company
had been sold.
Photo by David
J. Sams.

By Thomas Phillips
Lone Star Outnoor News

B&L Manufacturing Co. recently sold
the rights to its popular Corky lures to
L&S Baits, the maker of MirrOLure brand
lures, the owner of B&L said.

L&S will now manufacture the Corky
Regular, Floaters, Devils, Fatboys and
Devil Floaters, said Paul Brown.

Brown and his wife have been man-
ufacturing Corky lures for 21 years, he
said, and he will still be involved with

that.”

Brown will help with quality control
and research and development for new
lures, said Mike Haring, a regional sales
representative for MirrOLure.

“Paul will be making several trips to
Costa Rica,” Haring said.

Neither Haring nor Brown would dis-
close specific terms of the sale. Brown
will collect royalties from L&S based on
sales of Corky lures, and Brown received
a base amount of money for signing the
deal, said Haring, who helped introduce
Brown and MirrOLure representatives to

the L&S version. Oneslight change, how-
ever, will be in the design of the Corky
head, Haring said.

“The consumer is not going to be able
to tell the difference,” Haring said.

Brown and his wife will continue to
manufacture other lures in their home.
They still own rights to 13 other lures,
including Brown’s first, a shrimp tail he
started making in 1974.

Brown also said L&S will faithfully re-
produce his Corky.

“This is not a knockoff,” Brown said.
“It’s the original Corky.”

Reasons
abound for
Rockport’s
trout drop

Anglers report
fewer fish biting

By Craig Nyhus
Lone Star Ourpoor News

It's been a long summer for
Rockport-area trout anglers. Veter-
ans who go back to the killing freeze
of 1989 say this season’s fishing has
been the worst since then. Most trout
anglers have been making the run —
or the drive — down the coast south
of the JFK Causeway and to Baffin
Bay or beyond.

The reasons for the tough angling
conditions spur debate.

Some blame the high salinity lev-
els caused by an extended drought,
only slightly relieved by recent rains.
Others say it has been the extremely
low tides and warm water tempera-
tures. And still others say it’s simply a
matter of trout numbers being down
from poor spawns in past seasons.

Texas Parks and Wildlife biologist
Mark Fisher believes several years of
poor spawns are the culprit.

“Current conditions have nothing
to do with the fishing now,” Fisher
said. “Trout numbers are down from
a three-year run of low recruitment.
It takes two years to grow a legal-sized
trout. The trout can handle high sa-
linity levels.”

Salinity levels were at near all-time
highs this summer, and the recent
rains only helped slightly.

“The rains have dropped the salin-
ity a little bit, but there hasn’t been a
lot of runoff,” Fisher said. “But at least
it’s starting to look more normal.”

Longtime guides, though, think
salinity levels are factors.

“Part of it is salinity, tidal move-
ment, Cedar Bayou being closed,
boat traffic and lack of rain,” said
guide Brent Hopkins.

Tides this summer were unusual,
Hopkins said.

“On July 1, the water fell out and
stayed out,” he said. “That doesn’t
equate to good trout fishing — I like
a high tide for trout. The deeper shell
was not holding a bunch of fish, and
they never showed up in the surf ei-
ther.”

Hopkins said the trout fishing has
been down for several years, causing
him to change his focus.

“I've switched to redfish; the fish-
ing has been good,” he said. “I'll wait

See TROUT, Page 34

Temp drops, tarpon turn on

Bite is hot this
autumn on the
Texas coast

By Danno Wise
For Lone Star Outnoor News

Port Aransas fishing guide Capt.
Frank Sifuentes hasn’t been able to
resist spending time chasing tar-
pon over the last few weeks instead
of bay redfish, his usual target.

“We've been going out tarpon
fishing almost every night,” said
Sifuentes, who’s boated a few fish
over 100 pounds in the past cou-
ple weeks. “About six weeks ago,
we started seeing 3- to 4-footers
showing up at the jetties. Then,
about two weeks ago, we started
seeing some monster tarpon show
up. Ever since the big ones have
shown, we’ve been fishing as of-
ten as possible, because you never
know how long they’re going to
hangaround.”

For the most part, Sifuentes’ fish
have been biting at sunset.

“When we were fishing for the
smaller fish, we were drifting bal-
lyhoo,” he said. “But since the
bigger fish have moved in, we've
switched to horse mullet. We're
finding most of the fish right at the
tip of the north jetty. But, as it gets
darker, the bait moves shallower, so
we have to drift a little closer to the
beach to stay with them.”

At the Texas-Mexico border, an-
glers can usually expect to see tar-
pon a little later in the year. How-
ever, this year the fish were a little

SILVER KINGS: Tarpon are biting on the Texas coast in strong numbers this fall, several guides said. Photo by David J. Sams, LSON.

late in showing as well, so the sea-
son seems a lot shorter than usual
for most fishermen.

“After the winds stopped blow-
ing so hard at the end of August, I
made a few trips to the jetties, and
it was pretty dead,” said fly fisher-
man Cruz Lamas. “But, starting a
few weeks ago, there have been a
lot of fish between the jetties. Talk-
ing to friends who've been going

up to Mansfield, they’ve been see-
ing a lot of fish around those jet-
ties as well. So hopefully we’ll see
plenty of fish for the rest of the
month.”

Galveston guide Capt. Mike
LaRue says his tarpon year has been
average so far, but over the next few
weeks he’ll be following the fish as
they start moving south.

“In the next couple weeks, we’ll

be all but done in Galveston,”
LaRue said. “But we’ve got some
fish below us at Freeport, and [ fish
trips around Port O’Connor later
in the month.”

The fish at Port O’Connor usual-
ly stay around longer, LaRue said.

“You can generally catch fish
there up until Halloween and

See TARPON, Page 25

Laguna Madre fishing club rolls up the beach

Anglers pile into
4-wheel-drives for
annual fishing trip

By Shannon Drawe
For Lone Star Outpoor News

Theloose caravan hadn’t gone more than amile
when a Jeep slid to a stop. Fishermen bailed out of
every door, throwing their rods together and run-
ning their lines through the guides on their fly
rods — all while on the move. In less than 2 min-
utes they were casting into bait visibly breaking in
the first cut between the shore and the first sand

bar.

Within 10 minutes, a fight broke out between a
speckled trout and a fly-fisherman with an eight-

See CLUB, Page 20

INTELLIGENCE
GATHERING:
An angler
cruises for
tarpon on the
beach at South
Padre Island.
The technique
is popular for
many anglers,
including
members of the
Lower Laguna
Madre Fishing
Association.
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BASS BOSS: Bass purchased from Harrell Arms tended to grow to trophy size, perhaps not so much because
of genetics but because of Arms’ wealth of knowledge passed on to customers.

Fish Man’s legacy is his
wisdom, not sales tactics

Supplier did more
than stock fishing
ponds, buyer says

Murray Stacy built a small lake in Central
Texas a few years back and, like many avid an-
glers, wanted to take advantage of a clean slate
to maximize his odds for big bass and

length, sharing his decades of experience on
such things as bottom structure, aquatic veg-
etation, cormorant control and, of course,
fish.

“I was scribbling notes as fast as I could
while he talked,” Stacy said.

He took Arms’ stocking advice, and contin-
ued to work with him over the years.

“He always took the time to share his in-
sights even though such conversations sel-

dom generated any sales or income

awell-managed fishery. Once the lake
had filled to about the halfway point,
he began researching fish providers.

He had spoken to several in the
area. All were consistent in their man-
agement approach and recommend-
ed stocking quantities. He then took
the advice of a friend.

for him,” he said. “And as a result of
his guidance and assistance, I am
blessed with a wonderful trophy bass
fishery today.

“I have since referred Harrell’s ser-
vices and consultation to other friends
who own and manage freshwater fish-
eries around Texas, each wanting to

“You just need to call this guy ARMS know who my ‘Fish Man’ was.”
named Harrell Arms, and he’ll tell you 1944-2009 Stacy will have to find a new friend
what you need to know,” a in the fish business, howev-
glggnd told him several years He always took \e/fl'oé:}?}i ﬁ;ﬁasle%é 3\/7a§t6 g Fort

And that was how his rela- t}_le.tin'le to share No cause of death was given
tionship with the walking en- his insights, even  in his obituary.

Cyd(ép’(?%ia of all things “bass though such | lS)tafcy hgd gallf}(]l ?rmls( sl;)ort;
po/rklrrfls tefc?l?'a different ap- conversations r}émem(z)irrelg 1:meel?ler gaiss ?o Orlé-
proach to pond management seldom generated  lieve food competition for the
than others, Stacy said. He did any sales or big' fish. A few days ¥ater, Arms’
potplayhesdemanand vy income for him,  Sant seveardin cledto
tomer that more is better, Sta- — Murray Stacy, Ay nephew, Darrell Arms,

cy said.

“Honestly, if I could sell
you one female and one male
largemouth bass, and if you
could assure me they would
survive, your lake would be fully populated in
three years,” Stacy recalls Arms saying in their
first conversation.

His stocking recommendations were con-
servative, Stacy said, and he continued at

customer of will continue to operate Arms

Arms Bait Co. Bait Co. and Fish Farm in Proc-
and Fish Farm tor.

On hearing the news, Sta-
cy went fishing to honor his

friend’s memory.
“I spent Saturday afternoon fishing on our
small lake, reflecting on the blood, sweat and

See ARMS, Page 24

Tournament trails
wrapping up seasons

Bass Champs, Wal-mart league host championships

Two championship bass tournaments were
held the first weekend in October, one in East
Texas, the other in West Texas.

At the Wal-mart Bass Fishing League Lou-
isiana-Texas Division two-day Super Tourna-
ment, Danny Iles of Hemphill won with a
two-day total of 10 bass weighing 39 pounds.

Fishing Oct. 4 at Sam
Rayburn Reservoir, Iles said
he caught his keepers by tar-
geting grass in various spots
with a 1-ounce jig.

Rounding out the top five
anglers were Chris McCall of
Jasper (10 bass, 36 pounds, 1
ounce), Todd Castledine of
Nacogdoches (10 bass, 31- lles
10), Matt Byrd of Kingwood
(nine bass, 29-12) and Bradley Stringer of
Huntington (10 bass, 29-9).

Bobby Barreraz of Center caught the big-
gest bass of the tournament with a 7-pound,
13-ounce fish.

At the Bass Champs 2009 North and South
Regions Championship on Lake O.H. Ivie,
Spike Stoker and Justin Stone claimed the
crown.

The pair had a late start and were not at
their target destination until 8 a.m. on the
first day.

By 9 a.m., they had caught 32 pounds of
largemouth bass. Stoker, of Stephenville, and
Stone, of Hamlin, won the tournament with
a total weight of 58.36 pounds.

Stoker and Stone began their champion-
ship run in an area with a drop-off from 17 to
22 feet. They positioned their boat at 24 feet
and threw up to the 17-foot area with jigs,
spinnerbaits and soft-plastic jerk baits.

The colors that were working best for them
were purple haze and bluegill.

With that setup, the bite was fast and furi-
ous. With 32 pounds by 9 a.m., they went to

weigh in at 11 a.m. so none of the fish would
die.

Stoker had caught all of their fish Saturday,
putting them in a strong position going into
the second day.

For day two, they returned to the same spot.
Within a few minutes, they had lost a big fish,
and then Stone caught two 10-pounders.

They stayed there a few more hours but had
no more bites. They moved to another spot
and sat in 47 feet of water and threw to 35 feet
with frogs.

They boated a few keepers there but only
ended up with four to weigh in. Their two-
day total came to 58.36 pounds and was more
than 10 pounds better than second place.

Chris Jaynes and Tim Reneau took second
though they struggled Saturday, they said. The
team had no fish in the boat until 12:30 p.m.

Using a 1 1/4-ounce jig in the grass and fish-
ing water 8 to 12 feet deep, they found the
quality bass they were after. On Sunday, they
resumed the working pattern to end up with a
two-day weight of 48.32.

Jose Jimenez caught the biggest bass of the
tournament — and the biggest bass of his life.

“My partner (Rene Meza) and I were work-
ing a grass bed about 6 feet to 10 feet deep,” Ji-
menez said. “We only had a couple of small
ones in the boat (until) around 10. I looked
around and saw a solitary clump of grass out
by itself and threw a 10-inch blue fleck Berkley
power worm across it.”

He felt a small bump but wasn’t sure if it was
a fish. He reeled in the slack, and it felt heavy.
Jiminez could feel it move a little and told his
partner he had a big one.

“But he didn’t believe me,” Jiminez said. “I
had thought I had big fish before, then they
turned out to be 3- or 4-pounders.”

At the weigh in, the fish tipped the scales at
13.08 pounds.

— FLW and Bass Champs reports
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URBAN MOUNTAIN LIONS
CAUSE A STIR

A mountain lion was spotted behind
an El Paso County hospital adjacent
to Franklin Mountain. It was “just sit-
ting there” and would not leave, a
caller reported. EI Paso Game Warden
Ray Spears enlisted the assistance of
Game Warden Mike Legarretta, and
they arrived to find not one but two
mountain lions (perhaps a mother and
a large offspring). With the hospital on
one side, houses and businesses close
by, the roar of a college football game
not far away and bystanders watching,
they were formulating a plan when the
two cats wandered down into nearby
brush. The wardens geared up and
made their way down into the area
where the cats were last seen only to
find they were gone.

DEER EVIDENCE
FOUND ON ATV
Jasper County Game Warden Chris

Fried was patrolling a hunting club
when he heard a shot. He traveled to
the location where he had heard the
shot and saw an ATV cross the high-
way and pull into the front yard of
a house. When Fried arrived at the
house, he noticed the ATV had blood
and deer hair on it. The person rid-
ing the ATV ran out of the house and
was later found hiding under a mo-
bile home. Fellow Jasper County
Game Wardens Morgan Inman and
Justin Eddins arrived at the house
and helped locate an antlerless deer.
Charges pending.

BAITED DOVE
FIELD DISCOVERED

During the special white-winged
dove season, Game Wardens Bubba
Shelton and Ram Coronado were pa-
trolling the Duval-Webb county line
when they heard shots at a distance.
Once the ranch where the shots were
coming from was identified, they both
went in. Two different groups were
hunting on the ranch; corn was dis-

GAME WARDEN BLOTTER

A caller reported people spear-
ing snook at the jetties on South
Padre Island. Game Warden Lib-
by Balusek spoke with the caller,
who said three people were keep-
ing the fish in an ice chest. Bal-
usek spoke with the people, who
had snorkeling gear, a spear gun
and an ice chest full of under-
sized snook with holes in them.
After asking if they had been fish-

No spears for snook

ing, two of them said they were
only swimming. When asked who
caught the fish, one said the fish
had been given to him. Balusek
told him she had seen him fish-
ing and that she would appreciate
some honesty. He then changed
his tune and said he had caught
all the fish.

After carrying the ice chest to
her truck, Balusek found 19 un-

dersized snook, the largest one
measured 19 1/4 inches long,
and the smallest measured 11
1/2 inches. Citations were issued
for possessing undersized snook
and for taking game fish by ille-
gal means and methods. Warnings
were given for no fishing license
and exceeding the daily bag lim-
it for snook. Civil restitution was
filed for all 19 fish.

covered on the ground where the
hunters were shooting doves. Cases
pending for hunting over bait.

DEAD MULE DEER REPORTED;
SHOOTER CHARGED

A landowner reported a mule deer
carcass found north of Midland on
the Midland-Martin county line. The
deer’s head and backstraps had been
removed. The landowner told Midland
County Game Warden Brooks Yeates
and Howard County Game Warden
Matt Woodall muddy tire tracks were
found leaving the property and lead-
ing to a nearby residence. The war-
dens obtained a search warrant for
the residence. With help from Game
Warden Capt. Scott Davis, Sgt. Alan
Thompson and investigator Beau Es-
tes with the Midland County Sheriff’s
Department, the officers found evi-
dence of the deer killing at the home.
After questioning, the male suspect
confessed to shooting the deer. The
man then led the officers to where he
had buried the head near his home
and where he had killed the deer. One
charge of felony hunting without land-
owner’s consent is pending.

WARDENS TAKE THE
BAIT BEFORE TEAL
One man was found with a sack of
milo poured out in the field in front of
him while trying to shoot teal at Lake

Gilmer. The man admitted placing the
bait to Upshur County Warden David
Pellizzari and Wood County Warden
Derek Spitzer. Charges pending.

CHILDREN TEASING
CRITTER IN LAREDO
Webb County Game Warden Mi-

chael Hummert responded to a call
from Laredo police of a baby hog in a
northern Laredo neighborhood. Once
on the scene, Hummert realized the
baby hog was actually a full grown
and angry javelina. The javelina had
been chased around by neighborhood
children, and now the children’s par-
ents were afraid the javelina might
pose a safety risk to the children. With
the assistance of Webb County Game
Warden Colt Gaulden, the javelina was
moved to a nearby brushy area. The
members of the neighborhood who
were present at the scene were also
told not to chase wild animals.

WRONG LICENSE
FOR SELLING SHRIMP

A would-be businessperson need-
ed more than a recreational fishing
license to resell shrimp in Aransas
County. Game Warden Danny Flores
cited the person, who bought a large
amount of shrimp from a commercial
shrimp boat captain and set up shop
down the street to resell the shrimp
for a profit. As Flores approached, the

person asked him if he would like to
purchase some shrimp. Flores replied,
“No, but | would like to see your li-
cense.” The person handed Danny a
recreational fishing license. A cita-
tion for no retail truck dealer’s license
closed the “shop.”

LARGE HUNTING PARTY
WAY OVER LIMIT

Region 6 Game Warden Shaun Bay-
less and Capt. Bill Jones were on pa-
trol for dove hunters in Gaines Coun-
ty when they came across a group of
hunters at the end of the day. While
checking the hunters, Jones and Bay-
less heard more shots about 200 to
300 yards down the same road. Bay-
less was writing a citation for an un-
plugged shotgun when Jones said he
would walk down the road to watch
the other group hunting. Bayless fin-
ished up with the first group and made
his way down to the second group and
noticed that Jones had made contact
with the two men who were hunting.
When Bayless pulled his patrol vehi-
cle to the location where the two men
were hunting, he noticed many doves
lying all around the subjects. Jones
walked around the whole area and
picked up several more doves out of
the weeds and brush surrounding the
area. Bayless asked them if they had
any other people hunting with them,
and they said the rest of their group

was camping about 100 yards behind
where they were hunting. After check-
ing all of the guns, licenses and doves,
Bayless issued citations to each indi-
vidual for exceeding the daily bag lim-
it. The two gentlemen had 45 doves
over their bag limit with 75 doves
killed total between the two of them.
Bayless and Jones then went to the
camp, where another individual was
cited for no hunter education and hav-
ing 18 doves over the bag limit. The
group of 10 hunters had 63 doves over
the bag limit.

KNOW YOUR RECORD
BEFORE RUNNING

While patrolling Lake Newcastle,
Young County Game Warden Brent
Isom made contact with three peo-
ple who were drinking beer along the
bank. During the contact, one per-
son ran into the brush. Another per-
son had warrants for his arrest. The
man with warrants was secured while
a perimeter was set up to begin the
search for the person who fled. Once
the perimeter was set, a search en-
sued into the thick brush along the
lake. A sheriff’s deputy with a track-
ing dog was assisted by Throckmorton
County Game Warden Shea Guinn and
Albany County Game Warden Brian
Huckabee. They picked up the trail of
the individual and pushed him out of
the brush where Isom and Chief Dep-
uty Carl McGee were waiting to make
the arrest. The suspect had a histo-
ry of armed robbery and ran because
he thought he had outstanding arrest
warrants. To his dismay, no warrants
existed.

WARDEN POSSE ROUNDS
UP DOVE POACHERS
Region 10 game wardens made

their annual trip to Hidalgo and Cam-
eron counties for the special white-
winged dove season. They issued 625
citations and 22 warnings. The major-
ity of the cases were for exceeding the
limit of mourning dove.
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PRODUCTS

EZ WINGS TM LANYARD CAMO WINDOW FILM
This lanyard will keep hunters’ calls organized and at a Here’s a handy home improvement
hand’s reach at all times. They can attach up to four project for a hunting blind: window
calls to their clothing or equipment strapping. In film. Hunters inside the blind can
addition to game calls, the lanyard can be used see out, but nothing can see into the
for carrying dog trainer and decoy remotes, blind. The film, which is made by
GPS devices, flashlights, walkie-talkies, keys, Dillon Manufacturing and comes in a
cameras, cell phones, wind meters, camo pattern, is sold in a 10-inch by
compasses, small rangefinders and other 15-inch roll. It installs quickly
essentials. The lanyard is made of soft, lightweight and easily and sells for
polyester webbing. It sells for about $17. about $92 per roll.
www.ezaccessgear.com (903) 677-3141

STORM KICKIN’ STICK
Rapala refers to this
beauty as the summit of
segmented swim baits.
The lure’s swimming
action, enabled by a
three-segment body, invites strikes by both fresh

RUGER SR-22TM RIFLE _ o and saltwater brutes. It features a lipless front
Sturm, Ruger & Co. has introduced an autoloading, rimfire rifle that allows shoot- segment designed to retrieve at a running depth
ers to use economical .22 LR ammunition while still enjoying the look and feel of 1 to 2 feet below the surface. It also has an
of a tactical rifle. The SR-22, which uses the rotary magazine supplied with the internal rattle. The lure sells for about $10 to $15.
Ruger 10/22, has an extensive array of accessories available, allowing shooters www.rapala.com

to select a custom configuration. This new rifle uses a standard 10/22 action
inside an all-aluminum chassis that replicates the tactical-platform
dimensions between the sighting plane, buttstock height and grip. Among its
other features are a Picatinny rail optic mount, a six-position, telescoping
M4-style buttstock, and a Hogue Monogrip pistol grip. It is equipped with

a precision-rifled, cold hammer forged alloy steel barrel that is capped with CODEABLE LOCKS

a flash suppressor. The SR-22 (pictured with a handguard rail that is sold This ICAST-winning fishing accessory by DuraSafe is an innovative lock system that incorporates a

separately) sells for about $625. patented cylinder enabling the user to insert a vehicle key, turn once, and program the lock to that key.

(603) 865-2442 The automotive-grade cylinder allows for thousands more key codes than a standard lock. It features a six-plate
www.ruger.com tumbler with sidebar. What this means for boat owners or anglers is that they can use their truck or car key on a

variety of DuraSafe items, such as padlocks, cable locks, swing-tongue trailer locks and more. The system is
compatible with almost 90 percent of light trucks. Depending on the type of lock, the price ranges from $25 to $40.
(866) 544-5615

www.durasafelocks.com
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Deer friends

Continued from Page 1

the laid-back, low-key one.

Life was playing out well for the
men, and their families were growing.
Both have two sons and a daughter.

Theywould hunt together but grew
tired of leasing land. Sullivan bought
about 500 acres in Montague County,
thinking it would be a place for them
and their children to hunt.

“We were going to fix itup, manage
it,” Dean said, and maybe lease it to a
few people.

Management proved difficult,
Dean said, because they couldn’t
manage past the property line. So
they installed a high fence and began
tomanage what they could.

To boost their deer herd, they
brought in bred does in 2003 and
built four pins for them.

“The goal then was just to let them
have their babies and kick them out,”
Dean said. “Well, to this day, noth-
ing’s been kicked out.”

They started with the 20 does,
and now Sullivan Whitetail Ranch
is home to almost 500 deer. Several
of the bucks sport enormous racks,
measuring more than 200 inches or
closetoit.

But one deer stands out.

Thebuck

David McQuaig of Cougar Ridge
Whitetails bought a bred doe carry-
ing Maxbo 727 (and a twin sister) in
Texas. But Cougar Ridge is located in
northeastern Oklahoma, and trans-
porting live deer across the Texas bor-
derisillegal.

McQuaig asked if Dean and Sulli-
van could keep the deer for him. Mc-
Quaig offered to cover their expenses,
but Dean turned him down.

“I never took a dime from him,”
Dean said. “What’s one more deer
when you're feeding 200 of them?”

Maxbo 727 was born in summer
2007, and he soon started to grow big-
ger-than-expected antlers. His parents
were also of high quality breeding.

“He kind of jumped out ahead of

BREEDER BUCKS: Two bucks spar at Sullivan Whitetail Ranch in Montague County. The ranch
is home to several large bucks, in addition to Maxbo 727. Photo by David J. Sams, LSON.

everybody there in the pen,” Dean
said. “I'said, ‘Wow, look at him go.””

Dean told Sullivan to call McQuaig
and ask if he wanted to partner with
them on the deer. Essentially Sullivan
told Dean that McQuaig has other big
deer, and this one probably wouldn'’t
impress him much.

“Tous, it was above average, for Tex-
as,” Dean said.

By June 2008, Dean was think-
ing their other bucks of the same
age would catch Maxbo 727, he said.
But he again told Sullivan to call
McQuaig.

Once McQuaig saw a photo of
Maxbo 727, he realized he needed to
come to Texas and see him.

That first year he scored about 265.
This year, Dean estimates the 2-year-
old’s antlers at about 330.

He was big the first year and bigger
the second year. So his antlers were
no fluke. Other breeders have success-
fully bred does using Maxbo 727’s se-
men. The only thing remaining is to
see how big the yearlings are in 2010.

If they produce big racks too, Max-
bo 727 will have sealed his identity as
a giant celebrity deer.

“At that point, it wouldn’t matter
if he never grew another rack,” Dean
said.

His offspring, though only a few
months old, are showing promise.
At this age, young bucks usually only
have spikes about the diameter of a
pencil.

The spikes on Maxbo 727’s sons are
about the diameter of a thumb.

“It kind of gets you excited a little
bit,” Dean said.

The arrangement

When McQuaig finally paid the
ranch a visit, the three men worked
out a 50-50 co-ownership deal. Max-
bo 727 will stay at Sullivan Whitetail
Ranch, and the two ranches will share
in the payout.

The payout could be big. Or huge.

At two recent auctions, straws of
Maxbo 727’s semen brought $16,500
each.

OUTDOOR BUSINESS

The high dollar amount results
from the deer’s size and Dean and
Sullivan’s business acumen. They
have released limited amounts of
Maxbo 727’s semen, does bred to
him and his fawns so they do not
flood the market.

Dean, who manages daily opera-
tions at the ranch and lives there with
his family, collects 80 to 120 straws of
semen every time he collects. He only
collects twice a year.

Dean expresses a desire to take care
of his deer, not only Maxbo 727, and
not abuse them.

He takes a gentle approach also
when dealing with Maxbo 727 and
his potential.

“I'm not milking him. I'm not kill-
ing him,” Dean said. “I'm not cashing
himin.”

The price is high, but Dean ex-
pectsit to go higher. He will measure
Maxbo 727’s antlers at the end of
October, when they have fully hard-
ened. With that measurement, he,
Sullivan and McQuaig will be able to
better set a price.

For now, Maxbo 727 lives out his
days in a pen with five other big
bucks. Although he is the biggest deer
at the ranch, Dean and Sullivan also
have others they are proud of.

Maxbo 727’s half brother, Maxbo
Starbuck, will probably score 270 this
year as a 2-year-old.

“Even if (Maxbo 727) wasn’t there,
we’d be in the, I'm going to say, the
top 10 breeders in the state,” Sullivan
said.

Although Maxbo 727 is potential-
ly worth millions of dollars (anoth-
er rancher offered to buy him for $1
million as a yearling), he doesn’t live
in a padded cell. Dean said he worries
about the bucks fighting and injuring
each other, and someone told him he
should build a barn over his pen. But
he can only do so much.

Dean begins separating the bucks
into individual pens as their antlers
harden. It keeps them from fighting
and hurting each other.

“I think no matter what you do
there’s still going to be the risk of

something happening,” Dean said.
“At the end of the day, they’re wild
animals, and they’re going to do what
wild animals do. It could happen if
you put him in a padded room. We
just try to do what we can and stay to
pretty much the same routine day in
and day out.”

The friendship

While Dean is at the ranch, watch-
ing over Maxbo 727 and the other
deer, Sullivan lives in Argyle and over-
sees his other business interests.

Sullivan owns the ranch, but he
doesn’t dictate his friend’s every
move.

“He basically leaves the reigns with
me and trusts what I do and why I do
it,” Dean said.

Sullivan said he has to because his
other irons in the fire keep him so
busy.

“It’s such a high-risk business, I
wouldn’t have done it unless I had
someone [ trust 100 percent and who
loves it as much as I do,” Sullivan
said.

They still hunt together, just not
at the ranch they bought to hunt on.
Now they travel throughout Texas,
hunting on other people’s ranches.

Shooting white-tailed deer has
taken a twist Sullivan did not expect
when he started breeding them. See-
ing large bucks so often at his ranch
leaves a little to be desired when sit-
ting in the stand watching little deer
step out from the brush.

“It messes you up when you try to
go hunting,” Sullivan said.

For now they will continue shep-
herding Maxbo 727 and the other
deer and managing the affairs of the
ranch. Maxbo 727 is an impressive
deer, but he is not the world to the
men.

Their friendship existed before
Maxbo 727, and Dean, for one, in-
tends for his friendship with Sullivan
to be around after Maxbo 727 is long
gone.

“To me the most important thing
in the whole deal is our friendship,”
Dean said. “He’s like a brother.”

Clint Montgomery
Club President

Texins Archery Club
EXPERIENCE ARCHERY!

Northeast corner of Hwys. 75 & 635

Convenient, Interesting, Safe
& Economical Place to Shoot.

Youth and Adult Programs.

www.DallasArchery.com
214-827-7000

Sell it here

The outdoors industry is more than
hunting and fishing. Part of it is
providing quality goods and services
to people who love a wide range of
outdoor pursuits. To advertise here,
send a check or credit card information
to Lone Star Outdoor News,
9304 Forest Lane, Suite 114 South,
Dallas, TX 75243,
call (214) 361-2276, or e-mail

mhughs@Ilonestaroutdoornews.com.

Texas’ Premier
Outdoor
Newspaper ...

online
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MADISON VALE, 3, of San Antonio wanted to pull the trigger when she

- - BOBBY HERNANDEZ of Dallas shot this pronghorn near Cimarron, N.M. The buck
JOHNNY WAGNER caught this 10.52-pound, 27-inch bass at scored 79.5 gross points and has double split prongs.
saw her father, Steve, prepare to shoot a doe while sitting in a blind Choke Canyon Reservoir. He also caught a 7.70-pound bass
with him. Steve Vale let her look down the scope and pull the trigger. the same day.
Share an adventure
Want to share hunting and fishing
PEGGY FLYNN

photos with other Lone Star Outdoor

News readers? Send them to us with
of Dallas shot this

Armenian red

contact and caption information.
editor@lonestaroutdoornews.com
Heroes, Lone Star Outdoor News,
sheep ram at the
Choctaw Preserve
in Grayson County.

9304 Forest Lane, Suite 114 South,
Dallas, TX, 75243

LINDA PEREZ caught this red snapper 80 feet deep at Nine Mile
rig in the Gulf of Mexico.

Congratulations, Paul!
You can claim your Nikon
10x42 Monarch ATB
binoculars at one of these
Nikon Sport Optics
dealer near you:

McBride’s Gun Shop
2915 San Gabriel
Austin, Texas 78705
(512) 472-3532

Barkley’s Home & Ranch
12434 Bee Cave Road
(1/2 block from HWY. 71)
Austin, Texas 78738
(877) 517-7678

» g

FAUL SOEGH“NG 9 Of Kyle Shot this buck at his la“dia“lel S PIOPBIW n ccl“a‘
y .2 3 “ﬂe. For more ahout F au‘ S hu“t, VlS“ LSONeWS.COIIl.
Count using a 4
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Guadalupe

Continued from Page 1

average of 1 kilometer, or about 6/10
of a mile. Three moved downstream
an average of 1.5 kilometers.

During the spawn, the fish move
from 3 to 9 meters per day, slightly
more than 3 to 9 yards. Thatdoes not
seem like much until it is compared
with the fish’s wintertime habits.
During winter, they mostly stick to
undercut banks and travel distances
ranging from less than 1 meter per
day to 3 meters per day.

“During the winter, they’re not
movingmuch,” Perkinsaid. “They’re
almost in a state of hibernation, liv-
ing off of fat (reserves).”

Guadalupe bass are similar to oth-
er stream-dwelling fish in not mi-
grating long distances to spawn, ac-
cording to the study.

During spring, the Guadalupe’s
primary choice for habitat is in-
stream woody materials, such as
roots or tree limbs. That time of year,
the fish are more likely to be found
in a wider variety of habitats.

Guadalupe bass are different from
largemouth bass during spawn-
ing, based on habitat. Both spawn
over gravel beds, but largemouth
bass will spawn out in the open,
and Guadalupe bass will hide un-
der cover.

For Guadalupe bass, movements
are also made over the course of a
single day. They will leave cover at
night and move to open water.

“We can’t say exactly what they
were doing,” Perkin said. “But we
think they were feeding.”

Predation risks are likely low-
er at night, according to the study.
Smallmouth bass exhibit a similar
behavior, Perkin said.

Drought conditions

Guadalupe bass movement also
depends on stream flow.

When flow increases, Guadalupe
bass will move from woody materi-
als along the stream bank to down-
stream of sturdier cover — boulders

BASS HOME: Joshuah Perkin stands on a large boulder that represents an ideal microhabitat of Guadalupe bass. The fish seek the
cover of large boulders in their native Texas waterways, where they also find slower water. Photo by Zach Shattuck.

and rock ledges.

As many anglers know for other
fish, Guadalupe bass move to pools
during extremely low flows as they
did on the Pedernales River during
Perkin’s study.

During summer, the fish resume
their sedentary ways, but they
change their habitat. They were
found more often in runs on the
South Llano and pools on the Ped-
ernales, probably because of low wa-
ter flow.

Finding pools, sometimes, was no
easy feat, Perkin said. The fish en-
countered extremely shallow water
and low-water crossings when try-
ing to find a new place to hang out

on the Pedernales.
“It’s amazing what they were able
to move through,” he said.

Methods

For the study, Perkin used elec-
trofishing methods to catch 24
Guadalupe bass. He surgically im-
planted a radio tracking device into
each fish.

The minimum size for a fish in
the study was 10 inches long. The
weight of the tracking device could
not exceed 2 percent of the fish’s
body weight. Fish 10 inches or lon-
ger met the requirement.

The size of the tracking device also
limited the duration of the study.

The device’s size is directly related to
the battery size. To keep the device
size down, researchers gave up bat-
tery life.

The batteries lasted 8 months, so
all data were collected from Janu-
ary through August. No fish were
tracked in late summer and fall.

The biggest fish used in the study
were typical, small Guadalupe bass.
The biggest on the South Llano mea-
sured about 19 inches, and the big-
gest on the Pedernales measured
about 14 1/2 inches.

Perkin initially tried to catch fish
for the study using a rod and reel.
He started in January, but the fish
weren'’t biting.

They wouldn’t take his grub cast
from a spinning reel, so he resorted
to electrofishing.

Of the 24 fish tagged in the study,
five did not make it to August. One
was caught and killed by an angler.
A flathead catfish weighing about 30
pounds ate another one. Two birds,
likely a great blue heron and a cor-
morant, took one each. The fifth one
disappeared and could not be found
using radio tracking equipment.

To track the fish in the study, Per-
kin floated the river in a kayak, tried
to spot them from shore and went
snorkeling.

State fish

The study adds to thelimited body
of knowledge relating to Guadalupe
bass and other regionally endem-
ic cousins of the Guadalupe. Those
cousins include redeye, spotted and
shoal bass, all of which are found in
drainages that empty into the Gulf
of Mexico.

Guadalupe bass are classified as a
species of concern in Texas. They are
at risk because of genes introduced
to the species from smallmouth bass
and because of habitat degradation.

Smallmouths were introduced
into the bass’ native habitat as a
sportfish. But the two species hy-
bridize, which can ultimately harm
Guadalupe bass.

Habitat degradation comes more
from changes in stream flow than
urbanization and negative land use,
Perkin said, though the former have
affected the fish. Stream flow that is
dissimilar to the natural pattern of
flooding on a river can lead to a de-
crease in the amount of woody cov-
er available for Guadalupe bass, Per-
kin said.

Although Guadalupe bass are
not as highly valued as largemouth
bass, they have support from Texas
groups. Four put up funding for the
study: Canyon Lake Bass Club of San
Marcos, the Texas Fishing Forum,
the Texas Chapter of the American
Fisheries Society and Texas Parks
and Wildlife.
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Club

Continued from Page 8

weight rod.

The bend of the rod indicated it
was an even match. Mark Becerra
of Harlingen got a slippery grip on
the fish in the predawn light, and
before anyone could take a picture,
he lost the fish.

The trout hit the water and was
gone — a healthy, ocean-running
speck of about 28 inches escaped to
fight another day.

Becerra and the other anglers
were members of the Laguna
Madre Fly Fishing Association, out
of South Padre Island. They were
on their annual run up the South
Padre Island National Seashore on
Sept. 19.

In what has come to be a fall rit-
ual on South Padre, about eight
four-wheel-drive vehicles snaked
their way from where Texas 100
ends up to the Port Mansfield Cut.
The beach portion of the journey
is a slow-moving affair that mean-
ders up the shoreline for about 22
miles.

The group first made the fall run
in 1998, and attendance and trans-
portation have changed over the
years, said member Shane Wilson.

“On the first outing we had
about 20 to 25 participants, but
on the second outing we filled up
the Aqua Dog (a rented amphibi-
ous assault vehicle), and a few fish-
ers even drove their vehicles,” Wil-
son said.

That run amounted to about 35
people, Wilson said, “but after year
three, the Aqua Dog died,” and at-
tendance has been running from
about 10 to 20 since then.

It’s not all about the transporta-
tion though.

“There have been times in the
past where waves and wind are
against us, or the visibility is zero,”
Wilson said.

“We cancelled after Hurricane
Dolly because most of the officers
were blown out of their homes,”

said LMFF President Jim Palumbo.

Most caravan vehicles have one
or more passengers, so that one per-
son can navigate the sandy shore-
line while a passenger acts as the
spotter, looking for signs of baitfish
with game fish in hot pursuit. This
is one of those trips where four-
wheel-drive is not an option — it’s
mandatory.

This year, calm waters and clear
skies revealed this stretch of the
Gulf of Mexico at its best, with
sightings of tarpon, bonito and
jack crevalle cruising through the
small surf and just beyond the last
sandbar.

Past trips to the cut have re-
vealed the diverse species that can
be caught along the national sea-
shore.

“Participants have caught jacks,
ladyfish, tarpon, red drum, speck-
led sea trout and spanish macker-
el,” Palumbo said.

Palumbo sees the trip as an op-
portunity to bring the group to-
gether for learning and fun — not
necessarily in that order.

“In addition to fishing, the trip is
a great opportunity for fellowship
with our fellow members and guest
anglers; it is a fascinating opportu-
nity to introduce people to the club
and to fly-fishing in the surf,” Pa-
lumbo said.

“I go for the friendship and ca-
maraderie, and I learn from other
anglers. I watch and look for what
they are looking at, what flies they
are using and what techniques,
knots, length of leaders, and I have
been a part of this event from its in-
ception. But there is still more I can
learn as the water changes, tides
vary, wind blows and anglers lie or
keep secrets until friendships are
formed,” Wilson said.

David McDonald of Harlin-
gen said the club and the run up
the beach are “one of the few op-
portunities to break people out of
their circle and let them meet oth-
er guys.”

“For me personally, this was the

TEXAS SHORE MEN: Left, Shane
Wilson poses with a sea-run speckled
trout caught off the beach of South
Padre Island. Below, Michael Mascha
of Austria assembles his rod and
scans the water in search of bait fish.
Photos by Shannon Drawe, for Lone
Star Outdoor News.

first event I participated in with the
club, and was the first time my eyes
were really opened to how many

people are doing this fly-fishing
thing down here on the Laguna
Madre,” McDonald said. “Some-

times it’s still easy to feel like you're
the only fly fisherman for a hun-
dred miles.”
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Texas Coast Tides

Sabine Pass, jetty

Date Time Height Time Height
Oct9 2:44am. 3.4H 12:47 p.m. 0.2L
Oct 10 3:00a.m. 3.4H 1:55 p.m. 0.4L
Oct1l 2:42am. 3.4H 3:11p.m. 0.4L
Oct 12 12:52 a.m. 3.2H 4:31 p.m. 0.5L
Oct13 1:04am. 3.2H 6:44 am. 2.7L
Oct 14 1:17a.m. 3.0H 6:53a.m. 2.3L
Oct 15 1:31a.m. 2.9H 7:23am. 1.8L
Oct16 1:44am. 2.9H 7:59am. 1.3L
Oct17 1:58a.m. 2.9H 835am. 0.7L
Oct 18 2:10a.m. 2.9H 9:12a.m. 0.4L
Oct19 2:20a.m. 2.9H 9:49a.m. 0.2L
Oct20 2:20a.m. 3.0H 10:28 a.m. 0.2L
Oct21 11:09a.m. 0.2L 8:05 p.m. 3.4H
Oct22 11:54am. 0.4L 9:26 p.m. 3.2H
Oct 23 12:44 p.m. 0.5L

Galveston Bay entrance, south jetty

Date Time Height Time Height
Oct9 12:14am. 2.6L 3:3lam. 2.7H
Oct 10 3:47am. 2.7H 2:21 p.m. 0.3L
Oct1l 3:29am. 2.7H 3:37p.m. 0.3L
Oct12 1:39a.m. 2.6H 4:57 p.m. 0.4L
Oct13 1:51am. 2.6H 7:10a.m. 2.1L
Oct 14 2:04a.m. 2.4H 7:19am. 1.9L
Oct 15 2:18a.m. 2.3H 7:49am. 1.4L
Oct16 2:31a.m. 2.3H 8:25a.m. 1.0L
Oct17 2:45am. 2.3H 9:0la.m. 0.6L
Oct 18 2:57a.m. 2.3H 9:38a.m. 0.3L
Oct19 3:07am. 2.3H 10:15a.m. 0.1L
Oct 20 3:07 a.m. 2.4H 10:54 a.m. 0.1L
Oct21 11:35a.m. 0.1L 8:52 p.m. 2.7H
Oct 22 12:20 p.m. 0.3L 10:13 p.m. 2.6H
Oct23 1:10 p.m. 0.4L

San Luis Pass

Date Time Height Time Height
Oct9 1:10a.m. 1.5L 4:01 a.m. 1.6H
Oct 10 4:17am. 1.6H 3:17 p.m. 0.2L
Oct1l 3:59a.m. 1.6H 4:33 p.m. 0.2L
Oct 12 2:09 a.m. 1.5H 5:53 p.m. 0.3L
Oct13 2:21am. 1.5H 8:06a.m. 1.3L
Oct 14 2:34a.m. 1.5H 815am. 1.1L
Oct 15 2:48a.m. 1.4H 8:45am. 0.9L
Oct16 3:01am. 1.4H 9:21 a.m. 0.6L
Oct17 3:15am. 1.4H 9:57 a.m. 0.3L
Oct 18 3:27a.m. 1.4H 10:34a.m. 0.2L
Oct19 3:37am. 1.4H 11:11am. 0.1L
Oct20 12:52a.m. 1.4L 3:37a.m. 1.5H
Oct 21 12:31 p.m. 0.1L 9:22 p.m. 1.6H
Oct22 1:16 p.m. 0.2L 10:43 p.m. 1.5H
Oct 23 2:06 p.m. 0.3L

Freeport Harbor

Date Time Height Time Height
Oct9 12:11am. 1l.6L 2:53 a.m. 2.3H
Oct 10 3:09a.m. 2.3H 2:18 p.m. 0.2L
Oct11 2:51a.m. 2.3H 3:34p.m. 0.2L
Oct12 1:01a.m. 2.2H 4:54p.m. 0.3L
Oct13 1:13am. 2.2H 7:07 am. 1.4L
Oct 14 1:26a.m. 2.1H 7:16am. 1.2L
Oct15 1:40a.m. 2.0H 7:46 a.m. 0.9L
Oct16 1:53a.m. 2.0H 8:22 a.m. 0.6L
Oct 17 2:07 a.m. 2.0H 8:58 a.m. 0.4L
Oct 18 2:19a.m. 2.0H 9:35a.m. 0.2L
Oct19 2:29am. 2.0H 10:12a.m. 0.1L
Oct20 2:29a.m. 2.1H 10:51 am. O.1L
Oct21 11:32a.m. 0.1L 814 p.m. 2.3H
Oct22 12:17 p.m. 0.2L 9:35p.m. 2.2H
Oct23 1:07 p.m. 0.3L

JOIN US TODAY

Time Height Time Height
9:57 am. 2.9H 5:45 p.m. 0.9L
11:59a.m. 2.9H 6:50 p.m. 1.3L
1:31 p.m. 3.0H 7:50 p.m. 1.6L
2:48 p.m. 3.2H 8:46 p.m. 2.0L
3:57 p.m. 3.4H 9:40 p.m. 2.3L
5:00 p.m. 3.6H 10:33 p.m. 2.7L
6:00 p.m. 3.6H 11:30 p.m. 2.9L
7:00 p.m. 3.4H
Time Height Time Height
1:13p.m. 0.1L
10:44 am. 2.3H 6:11 p.m. 0.7L
12:46 p.m. 2.3H 7:16 p.m. 1.0L
2:18 p.m. 2.4H 8:16 p.m. 1.3L
3:35p.m. 2.6H 9:12 p.m. 1.6L
4:44 p.m. 2.7H 10:06 p.m. 1.9L
5:47 p.m. 2.9H 10:59 p.m. 2.1L
6:47 p.m. 2.9H 11:56 p.m. 2.3L
7:47 p.m. 2.7H
Time Height Time Height
2:09 p.m. 0.1L
11:14am. 1.4H 7:07 p.m. 0.4L
1:16 p.m. 1.4H 8:12 p.m. 0.6L
2:48 p.m. 1.5H 9:12 p.m. 0.8L
4:05 p.m. 1.5H 10:08 p.m. 0.9L
5:14 p.m. 1.6H 11:02 p.m. 1.1L
6:17 p.m. 1.7H 11:55 p.m. 1.3L
7:17 p.m. 1.7H
11:50 a.m. 0.1L 8:17 p.m. 1.6H
Time Height Time Height
1:10 p.m. 0.1L
10:06 a.m. 2.0H 6:08 p.m. 0.5L
12:08 p.m. 2.0H 7:13 p.m. 0.6L
1:40 p.m. 2.1H 8:13 p.m. 0.8L
2:57 p.m. 2.2H 9:09 p.m. 1.0L
4:.06 p.m. 2.3H 10:03 p.m. 1.2L
5:09 p.m. 2.5H 10:56 p.m. 1.4L
6:09 p.m. 2.5H 11:53 p.m. 1.4L
7:09 pm. 2.3H
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Moon Phases

Solunar|Sun times | Moon times

New Full gea, Houston
Oct. 11 First Oct. 26 wy Last 000 AM. PM. SUN MOON
Oct. 18 § N4 Nov. 2 Oct Minor Major ~ Minor Major  Rises Sets  Rises Sets
: 09Fi 1020 405 1050 4:35 7:18 6:57 11:07p 12:50p
10Sat  11:224 509 1154 539 718 656 NoMoon 1:46p
. 11SunQ 1201 610 1225 639 719 655 12:13a 235
Port 0'Connor ) ) ) 2Mon 1252 706 120 734 719 650 1222 319
Date Time  Height Time  Height Time  Height Time  Height  137ye 143 756 209 822 720 653 2302 3:58p
Oct9  4:40am. 1.6H 4:00pm. 0.3L 14Wed 229 842 254 907 721 652  3:36a 4:33p
Oct10 5:39am. 1.6H 5:09 p.m. 0.3L 15The 313 925 337 949 721 651 4402 507p
Octll 6:33am. 1.6H 6:24p.m. 0.4L 16Fi 355 1007 419 1032 722 650  543a 540p
Oct12 7:23am. 1.5H 7:42pm. 0.5L 17Sat> 4:40 1053 505 1117 7:23 649 6472 6:14p
Oct13 8:05am. 1.4H 8:58 p.m. 0.6L 18SunN  5:29 1141 554 1207  7:23 648 7502 6:52p
Oct14  7:39am. 1.2H 10:09 p.m. 0.8L 19Mon> 6:22 1209  6:48 12:35  7:24 647  850a 7:33p
Oct 15 5:24a.m. 1.0H 10:18 a.m. 0.9L 4:47 pm. 1.1H 11:20 p.m. 0.9L 20Tee> 7:18 1.05 745 131 725 645 9572 8:18p
Oct 16 4:04a.m. 1.0H 10:53a.m. 0.7L 6:59 p.m. 1.2H 21Wed> 817 2:03 843 230 725 644 10:56a 9:08p
Oct 17 12:43a.m. 1.0L 2:55a.m. 1.1H 11:34a.m. 0.6L 8:40 p.m. 1.3H 22 Thu 9.15 3.02 942 328 726 6:43 11502 10.01p
Oct 18 12:14 p.m. 0.4L 10:12 p.m.  1.4H 23Fi 1012 359 1038 425  7:27 643 12:39p 10:56p
Oct 19 12:56 p.m. 0.3L 11:48 pm. 1.5H 24Sat 1106 4:54 1130 518  7:27 642  1:22p 11:51p
Oct20 1:38 p.m. 0.3L 25Sun 1156 544 - 6:07 7:28 641  2:00p NoMoon
Oct2l 1:31am. 1.5H 2:22 p.m. 0.3L 26MonQ 1217 630 1241 6:52  7:29 6:40  2:34p 12:47a
Oct22 2:54am. 1.5H 3:11pm. 04L 27Tee 101 712 1:223 7:33  7:30 6:39 305 143a
Oct23 3:59am. 1.5H 4:05p.m. 0.4L 28Wed 140 751 201 811 7:30 6:38  3:3d4p 237a
Rockport 29Thu 217 827  2:37 848 7:31 6:37  403p 33la
Date Time Height Time Height Time Height Time Height Dall
Oct9 6:06am. 0784  5:34pm. 0.35L allas
Oct 10 7:21am. 0.79H 6:37 p.m. 0.36L 2009 AMm.~PM. SUN MOON
Oct11 8:34am. 0.79H 7:36 p.m.  0.38L Uc!. Minor Major ~ Minor Major  Rises Sets  Rises Sets
Oct12 9:43am. 0.77H 8:26 p.m. 0.41L 09Fi 1026 411 1056 441 7:25 7.01 11.04p 1:.05p
Oct 13 10:54 a.m. 0.73H 9:03 p.m. 0.46L 10Sat  11:30 515  -—- 545  7:26 7:00 NoMoon 2:00p
Oct 14 12:25 p.m. 0.68H 9:21 p.m. 0.53L 11SunQ 12:06 6:15 12:30 645 7:26 6:59 12:1l1a 2:48p
Oct15 4:41am. 0.62H 9:36am. 0.59L  3:17 p.m. 0.62H 8:54 p.m. 0.59L  12Mon 1258 711 125 7:39 727 657  1:2la 3:30p
Oct16 3:17 a.m. 0.65H 11:20 a.m. 0.52L 13 Tue 1:49 8:02 2:15 828 7:28 6:56 2:31a 4:07p
Oct17 2:44am. 0.70H  12:19p.m. 0.46L ﬁ#d g?g ggé ggg géﬁ ;%g ggi ﬁga gﬁ‘llgp
q F u € 4 4 L 4 2 :40a :12p
s S 0T MmO 16Fi 401 1043 425 1037 730 653 55la 543p
Oct20 3:36a.m. 0.80H 2:38p.m 0.37L 17 Sat> 4:46 10:58 5:10 11:22 7:31 6:51 6:56a 6:16p
Oct21 4:23a.m. 0.80H 3:29pm 0.38L 18SunN  5:34 11:47 6:00 12:12 7:32 6:50 80la 6:51p
Oct22 5:24am. 0.79H 4:24pm 0.39L 19Mon > 6:27 12:14 6:53 12:40 7:32  6:49 9:07a 7:31p
Oct23 6:35a.m. 0.77H 5:23pm 0.40L 20Tue> 7224 1:10 7:50  1:37 7:33  6:48 10:11a 8:15[)
21Wed> 822 209 849 235 734 647 1ldla 9:04p
Port Aransas, H. Caldwell Pier 22Thu 921 308 947 334 7:35 6:46 12:05p 9:57p
Date Time  Height Time  Height Time  Height Time  Height  23Fri 1048 4:05 1043 431 736 645 12:53p 10:53p
Oct9 3:24am. 2.2H 12:52 p.m. 0.1L 248at 1112 459 11:36 524 7:36 643 1:36p 11:50p
Oct 10 3:40a.m. 2.2H 2:00 p.m. 0.2L 258un - 550 1201 6:13 7:37 6:42  2:13p NoMoon
Oct1l 3:22am. 2.2H 3:16 p.m. 0.2L 26MonQ 12:23 6:36 1247 6:58  7:38 6:41  2:45p 12:47a
Oct12 1:32am. 2.1H 4:36 p.m. 0.2L 27Tue 107 7:17 1:28 7:39  7:39 640  3:14p 1:44a
Oct 13 1:44am. 2.1H 6:49am. 1.2L  10:37am. 1.8H 5:50 p.m. 0.4L  28Wed 146 756 206 817 740 639 342 2:40a
Oct 14 1:57 am. 2.0H 6:58am. 1.0L  12:39p.m. 1.8H 6:55p.m. 0.5L  29Thu 222 833 243 853 741 638 409 336a
Oct15 2:11am. 1.8H 7:28a.m. 0.8L 2:11 p.m. 2.0H 7:55 p.m. 0.7L i
Oct16 2:24am. 1.8H 8:04a.m. 0.5L 3:28 p.m. 2.1H 8:51 p.m. 0.8L San Antonio
Oct17 2:38a.m. 1.8H 8:40a.m. 0.3L 4:37 p.m. 2.2H 9:45p.m. 1.0L 2009 AM. PM. SUN MOON
Oct18 2:50a.m. 1.8H 9:17am. 0.2L 5:40 p.m. 2.3H 10:38 p.m. 1.2L Oct Minor Major Minor Major Rises Sets Rises Sets
Oct19 3:00a.m. 1.8H 9:54 a.m. 0.1L 6:40 p.m. 2.3H 11:35 p.m. 1.2L 09 Fri  10:33 418 11:03 448 730 7.0 11:21p 1.02p
Oct20 3:00a.m. 2.0H 10:33a.m. 0.1L 7:40 p.m. 2.2H 10 Sat  11:37 522 - 552 7:30 7.09 NoMoon 1:58p
Oct21 11:14am. 0.1L 8:45p.m. 2.2H 11SunQ1213 622 1237 652  7:31 7.08 1227a 2:48p
Oct22 11:59a.m. 0.2L 10:06 p.m. 2.1H 12Mon  1:.05 7:18 132 746 732 7:07 1:36a 3:3lp
Oct 23 12:49 p.m. 0.2L 13Tue 156 809 222 835 7:32 7.06  243a 4:10p
14 Wed 242 854 307 919  7:33 7.05 3492 4:d46p
South Padre Island 15The 325 937 349 1001 7:34 704 453 519
Date Time  Height Time  Height Time Height Time  Height 16  4.08 1020  4:32 10:44 734 7:02  556a 5:53p
Oct9 12:48 p.m. 0.0L 11:38 p.m. 2.3H 17 Sat> 4:53 11:05 517 1129  7:35 7.01 659 6:28p
Oct10 1:55p.m. 0.1L 18 SunN 541 11:54  6:07 1219 7:35 7.00  8:03a 7:05p
Oct1l 12:40am. 2.3H 3:07 p.m. 0.2L 19 Mon> 6:34 1221 7:00 1247  7:36 6:59  9:07a 7:46p
8CH§ %%ga-m- S?: g%gp-m 8-% 20Tue> 7:31 L.17 757 144 737 658 1009 8:32p
C :37am. 2. :38 p.m. 0. 21 Wed> 829 2:16 856 242 737 657 11.08a 921
Oct 14 1:40a.m. 2.0H 7:10a.m. 1l.6L 11:43a.m. 1.8H 6:53 p.m. 1.0L 22 Thu 928 3:15 954 341  7:38 6:56  12:02p 10,143
Oct15 1:34a.m. 1.8H 7:22am. 1.2L 1:43p.m. 1.9H 8:08 p.m. 1.2L 23 Fri 10:25 412 1050 4:38  7:39 655  12:51p 11:09p
Oct1l6 1:22am. 1.6H 7:51am. 0.8L 3:16 p.m. 2.1H 9:28 p.m. 1.5L 24 Sat 11:19 5:06 1143 531  7:40 654  1:34p NoMoon
Oct17 1:02am. 1.6H 8:26a.m. 0.5L 4:34pm. 2.2H pA T p— 557 1208 620 740 653  2:12p 12:05a
Oct18 9:04a.m. 0.2L 5:46 p.m. 2.2H 26 MonQ12:30 643 1254 7:.05 741 653 247p 10la
Oct19 9:44am. 0.0L 6:54 p.m. 2.2H 27Tue L14 724 135 746 742 652 318 1.56a
Oct 20 10:26 a.m. 0.0L 8:04 p.m. 2.2H 28Wed 1:53 803 213 824 742 651  347p 2:50a
gcgé ﬁ:ééa.m. 8.(1)I[ 1(9):;2 p.m gg: 29Thu 229 840 250 9:00 743 650  4:16p 3:4da
IC 8 a.m. L 4 p.m B
Oct 23 12:49 p.m. 0.3L 11:43 p.m. 2.2H Amarillo
2009 AM. PM. SUN MOON
Oct Minor Major  Minor Major Rises Sets  Rises Sets
r — - - - - = = = = — — " 09 Fri 1046 4:31 1116 501 747 7:20 11:18p 1:33p
10 Sat 1150 535 - 6:05 748 7:19 NoMoon 2:28p
| Name | 11 SunQ12:26 6:36 1250 7:05 7:48 717 12262 3:15p
12Mon 1:18 7:32 146 800 749 7:16  1:37a 3:55p
Address 13Tue 209 822 235 848 750 715 249 43lp
| . . | 14 Wed 255 908 320 933 751 7:13 358 5:03p
City/State/Zip 15Thu 339 951 403 1015 752 712 5062 5:33p
. 16 Fri 421 1033 445 1057 7:52 7:11  6:13a  6:02p
I E-mall I 17 Sat> 506 11:18 5:31 1143 7:53 T7:10 7:20a  6:34p
Ph 18 SunN 555 - 6:20 1233 754 708  827a 7:08p
one 19 Mon> 6:47 1234  7:14 1.01 7:55 7.07  9:34a 7:46p
20 Tue> 7:44 1:31 811 157 756 7.06 10:39a 829
Q Master Card QVISA d American Express 21 Wed> 842 229 909 256 757 7:05 11:39%a 9:18p
. 2Thu 941 3:28 10:08 354 758 7.03 12:33p 10:11p
Credit Card No. | 23Fi 1038 425 1104 451 759 702 121p 1107p
. 24 Sat  11:32 5:20 11:56 544 800 701  2:03p NoMoon
Explratlon Date 2580 - 6:10 1222 633 801 700 2:38p 12:05a
| Si tu | 26 MonQ12:43 6:56  1:.07 7:18 801 659 310p l:0da
L lgn ature 1 Major=2 hours. Minor=1 hour. Times centered on the major-minor window.

F=Full Moon
For other locations, subtract 1 minute per 12 miles east of a location, and

N=New Moon  Q=Quarter > = Peak Activity

add 1 minute per 12 miles west of a location.

OUTDOOR PUZZLER | By wilbur “Wib” Lundeen

ACROSS
1. Valuable to the fur industry
5. A change in bottom where weeds
end
9. A deer scouting method
10. Canadian wildfow!
14. A top breed of retriever
16. A deer food source
18. Large on the muley
19. Estimating the freshness of tracks
23. Used on a reel to tire a fish
24. An outdoorsman’s home
25. A grouping of fish in one spot
26. The shoe rabbit
28. Launches the arrows
29. The Walton League
30. A very large bass
31. The bowstring fits in here
33. A species of duck
36. The trapper’s quest
38. This brings a catch into the boat
40. The hunting area
41. Game having young
43. The grommet on a fishing rod
44. A game bird
45, Trapper's gear

DOWN
1. When animals move, they ...
2. To lay eggs
3. Oxidation on gun parts
4. To treat a hide
6. Said to be best lure color for fishing
7. The rugged type of fishing
8. Very keen on the wild turkey
11. Where deer scent comes from
12. An antelope
13. Game runways

15. Trapped for the fur

17. Code for a type bullet

20. Letters for grain measurement
21. Where you find fly fishermen

22. To search for food

25. A shore bird

27. Name for the whitetail of the north
30. To dress out a game

32. A type of gunsight

Solution on Page 32

34. To herd game toward the hunters

35. Laws and ethics of the outdoors

37. Indian name for deer

39. A part of an antler

40. Hunter tries to read this of game
tracks

41. A gun organization

42. Hunters give this TLC

FOR THE TABLE

Pecan-Crusted Venison Tenderloin

2 cups pecan pieces

1 teaspoon kosher salt

1/2 teaspoon coarsely ground
black pepper

1/2 teaspoon garlic powder

1/2 cup bread crumbs

2 pounds venison tenderloins,
about two whole tenderloins

Salt and pepper

3/4 cup Dijon mustard

1 teaspoon Tabasco

3 tablespoons olive oil

Lightly roast pecan pieces
evenly in a 300-degree oven.
Allow to cool, and place in a food
processor. Pulse until coarse but
not fine like bread crumbs. Com-
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bine with kosher salt and next
three ingredients, and mix well.
Transfer mixture to a shallow
bowl or plate. Season venison
tenderloins with salt and pepper.
In a small bowl, combine Dijon
mustard with Tabasco. Rub mus-
tard mixture over tenderloins.
Press tenderloins into pecan mix-
ture and roll to coat evenly. Heat
oil in a large skillet over medium
heat. Place tenderloins in skillet
and brown on each side, about 5
to 6 minutes total cooking time.
Allow to rest for 3 to 4 minutes,
and carefully slice each tender-
loin into 4 medallions.

— Scott Leysath, huntfishcook.com

Cajun Catfish Sauce

1 1/2 cups strawberry jam
1/2 cup red wine vinegar
1 tablespoon soy sauce
1/4 cup cocktail sauce

1 clove of garlic chopped
2 tablespoons horseradish

In a saucepan over low heat,

stir strawberry jam, vinegar, soy
sauce, cocktail sauce, horserad-
ish and garlic. Let simmer for
several minutes, until ingredients
meld.

Stir often, and do not let burn.
Serve over fried catfish.

— Gameandfishrecipes.com
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Hort BITES

LARGEMOUTH
BAss

TRAVIS: Very good on chrome chug-

gers, watermelon red soft plastic worms

and smoke grubs in 5-25 feet.

COOPER: Good on buzzbaits early, later
switching to Texas rigs and chartreuse/

white chatterbaits.

LAKE 0’ THE PINES: Good on topwaters
early, later switching to Texas rigs and

Rat-L-Traps.

0.H. IVIE: Good on white spinnerbaits,
live bait and 10-inch junebug soft plas-

tic lures worked around timber.

POSSUM KINGDOM: Good on 6-inch soft

plastics, deep running shad-colored

crankbaits and topwater lures on mid-

lake points with 12-18 in. depths.

WHITE,
HyYBRID,
STRIPER

GRAPEVINE: White bass are good to
excellent.

AMISTAD: Striped bass are good on slab

spoons, topwaters, shad, spooks and smalll

crankbaits near the 277 bridge.

LBJ: Striped bass are good on soft plastics

at night.

ARROWHEAD: White bass are good trolling

with some surface action early and late.

CATFISH

BRAUNIG: Channel catfish are excellent

on liver, shrimp, cut bait and cheesebait

near the dam and the discharge.

CALAVERAS: Channel and blue catfish are
excellent on liver, shrimp, cheesebait and

shad near the railroad trestle, 181 Cove
and the discharge.

CHOKE CANYON: Channel and blue catfish

are excellent on punchbait in 3-10 feet.

RAY ROBERTS: Catfish are good to excel-

lent on prepared bait.

FALCON: Channel and blue catfish are
very good on cut bait and shad.

CRAPPIE

BELTON: Good on minnows.

GIBBONS CREEK: Good on minnows and

chartreuse tube jigs.

GRANBURY: Good on minnows and pink

tube jigs.
HUBBARD CREEK: Good on jigs and
minnows.

ALAN HENRY: Water lightly stained; 82
degrees; 1.83" low. Black bass are good
on white spinnerbaits, buzzbaits and
black/blue soft plastic ringworms along
brush and grass lines. Crappie are good
on minnows and jigs. Catfish are good
on live bait.

AMISTAD: Water clear; 80 degrees; 2.83"
low. Black bass are good on jigs, Senkos
and craw worms. White bass are good
on Rat-L-Traps, slab spoons, topwaters,
shad, spooks and small crankbaits near
the 277 bridge. Catfish are slow.

ARROWHEAD: Water lightly stained;

76 degrees; 6.47' low. Black bass are
good on hollow body swim baits and
crankbaits suspended 4-8 feet off

rocky points. Crappie are fair on jigs
suspended 14-16 feet. Blue catfish are
good drift fishing with cut shad or cheese
bait on flats at 12-15 feet deep and on
juglines baited with live bait.

BELTON: Water clear; 81 degrees; 7.29'
low. Black bass are good on spinnerbaits
near the bank and trolling Rat-L-Traps.
Hybrid striper are slow. White bass are
slow. Channel and blue catfish are good
on hot dogs, stinkbait and shrimp. Yellow
catfish are good on live perch and shad.

BOB SANDLIN: Water fairly clear; 74-77
degrees; 0.09’ high. Black bass are good
on Ribbits early, later switching to Texas
rigs, Rat-L-Traps and 7” worms on a
shaky head jig. Crappie are fair to good
on minnows and jigs under the 21 and
railroad bridges and over brush piles.
White bass are fair to good on slabs.
Catfish are good on and prepared bait.

BRAUNIG: Water stained; 81 degrees.
Black bass are slow on crankbaits and
dark soft plastic worms. Striped bass
are fair on liver and shad near the pier
and at Dead Tree Point and on marble
spinnerbaits near the jetty and dam.
Redfish are fair on perch, shad and
silver spoons and down rigging spoons
near the jetty and dam. Blue catfish are
good on cut bait.

BROWNWOOD: Water clear; 81 degrees;
7.19 low. Black bass are good on Bass
Hogg inline buzz frogs and 3/16-ounce
shaky heads with 4" redbug and water-
melon/chartreuse tailed worms along
the docks, rocks and near brush piles in
2-8 feet early and 8-16 feet later and on
topwater frogs, torpedoes and Pop-R’s.
Hybrid striper are good trolling hellbend-
ers. White bass are good off lighted
docks at night. Crappie are good over
brush piles. Channel catfish are good on
cut bait and nightcrawlers over baited
holes. Yellow catfish are good on trotlines
baited with perch and worms.

BUCHANAN: Water clear; 82 degrees;
27.33' low. Black bass are fair on root
beer drop-shot worms on drop-shot rigs,
silver flake soft plastics on jigheads and
white/chartreuse/purple back crankbaits
in 8-20 feet early (and all day under
cloud cover). Striped bass are fair casting
and jigging soft plastics and drifting or
free-lining live bait. White bass are fair on
2" plastic swimbaits. Crappie are fair on
pink/white and chartreuse crappie jigs
and live minnows in clear water. Chan-
nel catfish are fair to good on live bait
upriver. Yellow and blue catfish are good
on live bait upriver.

CADDO: Water off-color; 74-78 degrees;
2.17" high. Black bass are fair on flukes,
Senkos, spinnerbaits and buzzbaits early,
later switching to Texas-rigged worms
and Sweet Beavers. Crappie are fair on
jigs and shiners. Catfish are good on
limb lines and trotlines.

CALAVERAS: Water stained; 81 degrees.
Black bass are fair on dark soft plastic
worms, spinnerbaits and crankbaits
around reed beds, near the dam and in
Granny's Cove. Striped bass are slow.
Redfish are good down-rigging spoons
with green grubs. Crappie are slow.

CANYON LAKE: Water clear; 82 degrees;
14.64' low. Black bass are fair on drop-
shot rigs, watermelon red soft plastics on
wacky rigs and Texas-rigged pumpkin
worms and white spinnerbaits along
main lake bluffs in 12-20 feet and in
standing timber in 4-8 feet. Striped bass
are fair to good but small jigging blade
baits and trolling crankbaits. White bass
are slow. Smallmouth bass are fair on
smoke grubs and 3/16-ounce pumpkin
jigs. Crappie are fair on minnows and

FISHING REPORT

crappie jigs upriver. Channel catfish are
slow. Yellow and blue catfish are fair on
trotlines baited with live bait.

CEDAR CREEK: Water lightly stained; 73-
77 degrees; 0.68' low. Black bass are fair
to good on Carolina rigs, jigs and drop-
shots, with early action on topwaters.
White bass are fair. Hybrid striper are

fair burning large slabs. Crappie are slow
on small minnows. Catfish are good
drifting cut shad and on chartreuse
nightcrawlers.

CHOKE CANYON: Water clear; 82
degrees; 8.99' low. Black bass are good
on large soft plastic worms and lizards in
12-20 feet. White bass are slow. Crappie
are slow. Drum are good on live worms.

COLEMAN: Water clear; 81 degrees; 9.51"
low. Black bass are good on watermelon
red spinnerbaits, crankbaits and soft
plastics. Hybrid striper are fair on live
minnows. Crappie are fair on minnows
and tube jigs. Channel and blue catfish
are good on shrimp and minnows.

COOPER: Water lightly stained; 72-76 de-

white buzzbaits and spinnerbaits, green
pumpkin or pumpkin soft plastic worms
and live bait worked along grass lines.
Crappie are good on jigs and minnows.
White bass are good on live bait.
Smallmouth bass are good on live bait
and shad-colored spinnerbaits. Walleye
are good on live bait. Catfish are good.

HOUSTON COUNTY: Water stained; 82
degrees; 1.00’ low. Black bass are

good on pumpkinseed worms near the
marina. White bass are slow. Crappie are
slow. Bream are very good on live worms
off piers and grass beds. Channel and
blue catfish are good on live worms and
on trotlines baited with shad.

HUBBARD CREEK: Water lightly stained;
79 degrees; 7.24' low. Black bass are
good on white spinnerbaits or buzzbaits
worked along grass lines and pumpkin-
seed soft plastics lures worked along
timber and rocks. White bass and hybrid
stripers are good on live bait. Catfish are
good on live bait.

LAKE 0’ THE PINES: Water stained; 74-78
degrees; 4.4' high. Crappie are fair to

Hort Srot

Lake Conroe

Water stained; 1.19’ low. Black bass are very good on pumpkinseed and tequila
sunrise soft plastics, Senkos, crankbaits, and Rat-L-Traps. Striped bass are fair on
live minnows and chartreuse striper jigs. Grappie are good on minnows. Catfish are
fair on stinkbait, live bait, and nightcrawlers.

grees; 1.3 low. Crappie are fair to good
on jigs and minnows. White bass are
good. Hybrid striper are fair to good on
Sassy Shad and slabs. Catfish are fair to
good on nightcrawlers and prepared bait.

FALCON: Water stained; 81 degrees.
Black bass are fair on white and char-
treuse/white crankbaits and spinnerbaits.
Striped bass are slow. Crappie are slow.

FORK: Water lightly stained; 73-78
degrees; 0.31" high. Black bass are fair
on buzzbaits and Yellow Magics early,
midday switching to Carolina rigs and
3/4-ounce jigs with trailers. Crappie are
fair to good on live minnows. Catfish are
good on cut shad and nightcrawlers.

GIBBONS CREEK: Water clear. Black bass
are good on pumpkinseed and tequila
sunrise Carolina-rigged soft plastics,
spinnerbaits and Rat-L-Traps. Catfish
are good on stinkbait, shrimp and
nightcrawlers.

GRANBURY: Water clear; 1.92" low.
Black bass are fair on pumpkinseed
spinnerbaits, crankbaits and Rat-L-
Traps. Striped bass are fair on live bait.
White bass are good on perch-colored
spinnerbaits and minnows. Catfish are
good on stinkbait, shrimp and live bait.

GRANGER: Water clear; 78 degrees; 1.12
low. Black bass are slow. White bass are
slow. Crappie are good on chartreuse jigs
and minnows in 4-15 feet. Blue catfish
are good on fresh shad and prepared
baits in newly flooded vegetation. Yellow
catfish are fair on live perch and goldfish.

GRAPEVINE: Water off-color; 74-78
degrees; 2.07’' low. Black bass are fair
on Texas rigs and crankbaits near rocky
points. Crappie are fair on minnows and
jigs. Catfish are fair on prepared baits
and nightcrawlers.

GREENBELT: Water stained; 74 degrees;
31.89' low. Black bass are good on

good on minnows and jigs. Catfish are
good on nightcrawlers and prepared bait.

LBJ: Water stained; 81 degrees; 0.09’
low. Black bass are fair on 1/8-ounce
buzzbaits and wacky-rigged green
pumpkin soft plastics and green
pumpkin tubes. White bass are fair to
good. Crappie are fair to good on crappie
jigs and live minnows. Channel catfish
are good on minnows and dipbait. Yellow
and blue catfish are fair to good.

LEWISVILLE: Water off-color; 74-78
degrees; 1.74' low. Black bass are fair
to good on spinnerbaits, Texas rigs,
Rat-L-Traps and Carolina rigs. Crappie
are good on minnows and jigs over
brush piles. White bass are good slabs.
Hybrid striper are fair to good on slabs
and Sassy Shad. Catfish are good on
nightcrawlers.

LIVINGSTON: Water fairly clear; 82 de-
grees; 0.26' high. Black bass are fair on
soft plastics and crankbaits. Striped bass
are slow. White bass are good. Crappie
are fair on minnows. Blue catfish are
good on shad.

MACKENZIE: Water lightly stained; 75
degrees; 77.91" low. Black bass are
good on live bait, with some topwater
action late in day. Crappie are good

on minnows and jigs. White bass and
striped bass are good on live bait and
silver inline spinners. Smallmouth bass
are good on live bait. Walleye are good
on live bait. Catfish are good.

NAVARRO MILLS: Water murky; 78
degrees; 0.03' low. Black bass are fair
on minnows and jigs off docks in Liberty
Hill Park. White bass are slow. Crappie
are fair on minnows and jigs. Channel
and blue catfish are good on stinkbait,
shrimp and shad.

0.H. IVIE: Water lightly stained; 77
degrees; 19.78' low. Crappie are good on

minnows and jigs. White bass are good
on live bait and shad-colored crankbaits.
Smallmouth bass are good on live bait
and shad-colored chatterbaits. Channel
catfish are good on live or cut bait.

0AK CREEK: Water lightly stained; 75
degrees; 5.12' low. Black bass are fair on
white spinnerbaits and live bait. Crappie
are fair on minnows and jigs. Catfish are
good on cut liver.

POSSUM KINGDOM: Water stained; 78
degrees; 4.97' low. Crappie are fair on
minnows and yellow jigs. White bass are
good on silver jigging spoons and small
crankbaits. Stripers are good on topwater
lures, silver spoons and Rat-L-Traps.
Catfish are fair on live shad and cut liver.

RAY HUBBARD: Water fairly clear; 73-77
degrees; 0.04' high. Black bass are fair
on spinnerhbaits early, later switching to
Texas rigs and medium-running pearl
crankbaits. Crappie are fair on min-
nows and jigs. White bass are good on
topwaters and slabs. Hybrid striper are
good on 2-ounce slabs. Catfish are good
on prepared bait.

RAY ROBERTS: Water lightly stained;
72-76 degrees; 1.25' low. Black bass are
slow on crankbaits. Crappie are good on
minnows. White bass are good on jigging
spoons in 25-40 feet.

RICHLAND CHAMBERS: Water off-color;
74-78 degrees; 2.77' low. Black bass
are fair to good on topwaters and
spinnerbaits early, midday switching to
Carolina rigs and drop-shot rigs. White
bass are fair on slabs and topwaters.
Hybrid striper are fair on large slabs and
Rat-L-Traps. Crappie are slow. Catfish
are good on prepared bait and cut shad.

SAM RAYBURN: Water stained; 82 de-
grees; 4.83 low. Black bass are good on
watermelon red and tequila sunrise soft
plastic worms. White bass are good on
minnows and white/gold spoons. Crappie
are good on live minnows. Bream are
good on nightcrawlers. Catfish are good
on live bait, shrimp and punchbait.

STILLHOUSE: Water stained; 79 degrees;
1.29' low. Black bass are slow. White
bass are fair on minnows and slabs.
Crappie are good on minnows. Channel
and blue catfish are good on minnows,
hot dogs and nightcrawlers.

SWEETWATER: Water lightly stained; 75
degrees; 7.12' low. Black bass are fair on
live bait and white spinnerbaits. Crappie
are good on minnows and jigs. White
bass are good on live bait and black/
chrome crankbaits. Catfish are fair.

TAWAKONI: Water fairly clear; 73-77
degrees; 1.63' low. Black bass are fair on
spinnerbaits, topwaters and Texas rigs.
Crappie are fair on live minnows in 15
feet. Catfish are good on nightcrawlers
and prepared bait. White bass are good
on Humdingers and topwaters. Striped
bass and hybrid striper are fair.

TEXOMA: Water off-color; 72-77

degrees; 0.41" low. Black bass are fair
on spinnerbaits and buzzbaits early,
midday switching to crankbaits, Texas
rigs and drop-shot rigs. Crappie are fair
on minnows and jigs. Striper bass are fair
early on topwaters and Sassy Shad, later
switching to slabs and live shad. Catfish
are fair on cut shad and nightcrawlers.

TOLEDO BEND: Water stained; 81
degrees; 3.27' low. Black bass are good
on watermelon/blue flake and redbug
soft plastic worms. Striped bass are slow.
White bass are fair on minnows and
silver spoons. Crappie are fair on live
minnows. Bream are good on crickets
and nightcrawlers. Channel and blue
catfish are good but small on punchbait.

TRAVIS: Water stained; 81 degrees;
50.52" low. Striped bass are slow. White
bass are slow. Crappie are fair on min-
nows and blue and white tube jigs.

WALTER E. LONG: Water clear; 81
degrees. Black bass are slow. Hybrid
striper are good on live bait. White bass
are good on crankbaits and spinnerbaits.
Crappie are good on minnows. Channel
and blue catfish are good on stinkbait.

WHITNEY: Water stained; 11.38' low.
Black bass are good on pumpkinseed/
white Rat-L-Traps, spinnerbaits and
crankbaits on main lake points and flats.
Striped bass are good on minnows and
green striper jigs. White bass are fair.

SALTWATER
SCENE

NORTH SABINE: Redfish are good in the
marsh with high tides. Drifters have worked
slicks on shad and plastics.

SOUTH SABINE: Trout are good at the jetty

on live bait and topwaters. Flounder are fair
at the mouths of the bayous on a falling tide
on jigs tipped with

shrimp.

BOLIVAR:

Trout are

good on the south

shoreline on Bass Assassins, Trout Killers and
Sand Eels. Trout, black drum, sand trout and
redfish are good at Rollover Pass.

TRINITY BAY: Trout are good for drifters
working pods of shad and mullet on Bass As-
sassins, Trout Killers and Sand Eels. Redfish
are good on live bait around the reefs and in
the marsh. Redfish are fair to good.

EAST GALVESTON BAY: Redfish are good in
the marsh on small topwaters and live bait.
Trout are fair on the shorelines for waders on
topwaters, soft plastics and Corkies.

WEST GALVESTON BAY: Sheepshead, redfish
and black drum are good at the jetty on
shrimp and crabs. Tarpon have been showing
along the beachfront. Redfish are good in the
back lakes on natural baits.

TEXAS CITY: Redfish are fair to good in Moses
Lake on crabs and shrimp. Redfish are fair to
good on reefs in Dickinson Bayou on shrimp.

FREEPORT: Bull redfish are fair to good on live
bait on the Surfside beach.

Black drum and

redfish are good

on the reefs in

Bastrop Bay.

EAST MATAGORDA

BAY: Trout are fair for drifters

on live shrimp over humps and scattered
shell. Trout are good for waders on the
shorelines on small topwaters and Chicken
on a Chain Bass Assassins.

WEST MATAGORDA BAY: Flounder are fair to
good on the shorelines for giggers and wad-
ers. Trout are fair on sand and grass humps
on soft plastics and topwaters. Redfish are
fair on live shrimp.

PORT 0’CONNOR: Trout and redfish are fair
for drifters working the back lakes with live
shrimp. Redfish are good in the surf and at
the jetty on mullet, croakers and piggy perch.
ROCKPORT: Redfish are fair to good on mullet
on the Estes Flats and around Mud Island.
Redfish are beginning to work in large
schools. High tides have pushed redfish to
the shallow flats.

PORT ARANSAS: Trout, redfish and
sheepshead are fair to good at the jetty on
shrimp and croakers. Bull redfish are good
in the surf and at the jetty on crabs, shrimp
and shad. Offshore

is good for

amberjack,

kingfish, tuna

and dolphin.

CORPUS CHRISTI: Redfish are good in the
surf on mullet, shrimp and shad. Redfish
are good in the guts running parallel to the
shorelines. Higher tides have pushed redfish
on the shallow flats.

BAFFIN BAY: Trout are good on topwaters
and plum plastics around rocks and grass.
Redfish are fair to good in knee-deep water
on small Super Spooks, She Pups and Skit-
terWalks. Trout have been caught over mud.

PORT MANSFIELD: Redfish are fair to good
while drifting pot holes on topwaters and soft
plastics under a popping cork. Higher tides
have pushed reds high on the sand. Offshore
is good for kingfish, ling and dolphin.

SOUTH PADRE: Trout, redfish and snook are
fair to good in South Bay. Tarpon and snook
are good on DOA Shrimp at the jetty. Bull
reds have

been showing

at the jetty.

PORT ISABEL:

Trout and

redfish are fair to good while drifting sand
and grass flats on live shrimp, DOA Shrimp
and Gulps under popping corks. Redfish are
good in the shallows on small topwaters and
gold spoons.
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West Texans partner to address pronghorn loss

Numbers still down
after drought of '90s

The newly formed Trans-Pecos Pronghorn
Working Group is turning to laboratory science
for answers concerning diminishing numbers
of pronghorn antelope in West Texas.

The Trans-Pecos Pronghorn Working Group
is a team of West Texas landowners, outfitters,
TPW biologists, Borderlands Research Institute
personnel and wildlife veterinarians who orga-
nized to review population information and
possible reasons for recent declines. The panel
created a plan to better identify potential dis-
eases and parasites with the animals.

During the first weekend of October, Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife biologists, student mem-
bers of the Sul Ross State University Range and
Wildlife Club and landowners were to sample
numerous pronghorn harvested by hunters

throughout West Texas. Samples collected from
the animals will be analyzed for diseases, inter-
nal parasites and mineral levels to uncover bar-
riers to survivability and reproduction.

Every year, TPW biologists issue permits to
Trans-Pecos landowners to allow hunters to
harvest buck pronghorn. Even during extreme-
ly low population cycles, a conservative harvest
of buck pronghorn has no effect on the viabil-
ity of the entire herd, according to the group.
However, harvested animals can provide infor-
mation to biologists, the group said.

Another sampling effort will occur later in
the winter by capturing live does and examin-
ing them.

The studies should provide information to
help pronghorn managers identify specific dis-
eases and parasites that may be negatively im-
pacting Trans-Pecos pronghorn populations.

Pronghorn historically occurred over most
of Texas, but because of habitat loss and over
harvest during the late 1800s and early 1900s,

populations plummeted. With protective mea-
sures implemented by the state, populations re-
bounded during the 1960s, '70s, and "80s.

Trans-Pecos pronghorn numbers typically
ebb and flow with precipitation patterns and
reached an estimated high population of over
17,000 animals in 1987. The drought of the
1990s began lowering numbers again. They
bottomed out in 2001 at about 5,000. Increased
rainfall bounced numbers back to over 10,000
in 2007. Pronghorn numbers in the Marfa area
declined dramatically by summer of 2008 be-
cause of adult mortality and low fawn produc-
tion. An eight-month dry period, a late hard
freeze and increased predation were thought to
be the primary culprits. Range conditions im-
proved with increased rainfall, but landowners
still reported some loss of adult pronghorn. Ad-
ditionally, fawn crops in the area were extreme-
ly low this summer despite intensive predator
control and favorable range conditions.

— Trans-Pecos Pronghorn Working Group report

Pronghorn insiders

Members of the newly formed Trans-Pecos
Pronghorn Working Group are listed below:
M Jon Means, owner of Moon Ranch
M Bobby McKnight, owner of McKnight Ranch
M Albert and Bill Miller, owners of Miller Ranch
M Dan McBride, veterinarian and hunting guide
M Ken Waldrup, veterinarian with the Texas
Department of State Health Services
M Ernie Davis, retired TPW biologist and
hunting guide
M Billy Tarrant, TPW district leader
M Johnny Arredondo, TPW biologist in
Jeff Davis County
M Mike Sullins, TPW biologist in
Presidio County
M Louis Harveson, director of Borderlands
Research Institute at Sul Ross State
University

Arms

Continued from Page 9

tears that it took to get it to this point,” Stacy
said. “I'watched as sterile grass carp foraged on
the underwater vegetation, preventing it from
overtaking the lake while leaving enough cov-
er for the bass and bluegill, just like Harrell
said they would.

“I caught beautiful bass one after the other,
keeping all of the smaller ones to eat or give

away, as Harrell had advised. I caught two
spectacular trophy bass right at dark on a rub-
ber frog.”

As he released them, he realized they were
probably some of the original fingerling bass
Arms had delivered years ago.

Stacy recalled another gem of wisdom his
non-salesman Fish Man provided.

“If you just be patient with them, keep the
numbers down, and watch your vegetation,
these little fish will grow up to be big fish.”

Free decal

Send a self-addressed, stamped
envelope to Lone Star Outdoor
News, 9304 Forest Lane, Suite

114 South, Dallas, Texas 75243 to
receive a free Lone Star Outdoor
News decal.

Show your support for Texas’ best outdoor publication.
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Waterfowlers concerned over e-stamps

Paper federal duck stamp still required, mailed later

A change in the federal duck stamp
process to an electronic purchase this
year is raising concern among some
Texas duck hunters, according to Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
no longer provides the paper federal
duck stamp to Texas hunting license
sales agents. Hunters can still pur-
chase the required stamp endorse-
ment wherever hunting licenses are
sold. An endorsement on a tag locat-
ed at the top of the hunting license
will indicate that a federal duck stamp
has been purchased through a TPW
license agent. The paper copy of the
stamp will be mailed later.

That’s where the e-stamp process
has caused confusion among hunt-
ers. Unlike the Texas Migratory Game
Bird Stamp, which is an endorsement

Waterfowl
News in Brief

Migration slow
to start up north

Pro staffers with Avery Outdoors re-
port little in the way of bird migrations
so far this fall, though conditions are
improving to push the birds down.

In Brookings, S.D., Martin Hesby
has seen no migration of big ducks
and geese, but teal have moved out of
the area. The wetland conditions are
favorable and in good shape going into
the fall, Hesby said.

Hunting there is over small grain
fields and recently cut corn silage
fields, he said.

In Kalispell, Mont., geese are form-
ing larger flocks but have not left the
area, said David Ortley.

“The birds | have seen are tak-
ing advantage of the grain in fields
that were harvested in early Septem-
ber,” Ortley said. “Very little tilling has
taken place, and the birds, therefore,
have more than enough food.”

Weather in Montana has been
pleasant, Ortley said, with highs in the
70s and nights dipping into the 30s.
Kalispell had its first frost Sept. 21.

Casey Lewis in Buffalo, Wyo., has
had highs in the 70s and 80s. He has
seen a few sandhill cranes migrating
but no other fowl.

Kirk Steffensen had a poor report
from Nebraska. The state is low on
water, and local goose and teal num-
bers seem below average, Steffensen
said.

Avery's Texas pro staffer, Derek Ram-
bo, said most of the crops are out of
the fields, and plenty of waste was left
behind for migrants. With the state’s
recent spate of cool weather, the teal
have left North Texas, Rambo said.

— Avery Outdoors report

Tarpon

Continued from Page 8

sometimes into November. It just de-
pends on how soon the cold weather
moves in. But I'll still be tarpon fish-
ing through October; I'll just be ad-
justing my location as the fish move
south.”

A short ways down the coast,
Freeport guide Capt. Mike Segall said
some silver kings have continued to
mill around.

“We've had some tarpon hang-
ing around the mouth of the (Bra-
zos) river the last couple weeks,”
said Segall. “I expect those fish to
stick around for a while. They’ll be
gone by November, but for the first
few weeks of October we should still
have plenty of fish hanging around.
You just have to run up and down
until you either see them on the
surface or mark them with a depth
finder. They’re there, you just have
to find them.”

printed on the hunting license with
no paper stamp issued, the federal
duck stamp is still a paper stamp that
must be signed by the hunter and af-
fixed to the back of the license.
Hunters who purchase their feder-
al duck stamp through TPW license
sales are issued a 45-day grace peri-
od to allow for fulfillment and mail-
ing of their stamp. According to Fish
and Wildlife Service officials, the 45-
day grace period is a federal allowance
and will be honored providing the
hunter retains proof of purchase.
Federal duck stamp fulfillment is
handled through a third party, AM-
PLEX, contracted by the Fish and
Wildlife Service. Hunters should
monitor their mail closely for an en-
velope marked “Federal Duck Stamp
Information Enclosed” containing

their federal duck stamp. TPW is not
responsible for replacing federal duck
stamps lost in the mail.

Last year during a test of the new
process, TPW issued about 4,000 e-
stamp endorsements and reported no
problems. The e-stamp process went
statewide in August 2009. By the end
of September, TPW reported nearly
70,000 federal duck stamp endorse-
ments had been sold.

“As with any new system, there are
somekinksthatneed fixing,” said Tom
Newton in TPW’s license section. “We
know there was a lag in turnaround
because of the sheer number of pur-
chases prior to teal season. I don’t an-
ticipate that being a problem now be-
cause the bulk of our duck hunters
have already bought theirs.”

— TPWreport

STAMP DUTY: Waterfowl hunters may purchase an electronic federal duck stamp when
they purchase their hunting license, but this year the paper stamp will be mailed afterward
and is required after a 45-day grace period. Photo by Thomas Phillips, LSON.
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Operation Game Thief
Sporting clays shoot
Edinburg, 4E
Ranch

(512) 332-9880
www.ogttx.com

Dallas Woods

and Waters Club
Monthly meeting
Sheraton North
Dallas Hotel
(214) 570-8700

Brownwood Ducks Unlimited
Fundraiser

Brownwood Convention Center
(325) 200-1500

Abilene Ducks

Unlimited

Fundraiser

Fairgrounds, Round Building
(325) 669-9363

Terrell/Kaufman Ducks Unlimited
Fundraiser

Catherine’s Place

(469) 322-0137

Dallas Safari Club
Monthly meeting,

with Gov. Rick Perry
(972) 980-9800
bkimmel@biggame.org

Pasadena Ducks Unlimited
Fundraiser

Pasadena Fairgrounds
(832) 465-3077

Cleburne Delta Waterfowl
Fundraiser

Senior Center

(817) 307-4468

Arlington Ducks Unlimited
Fundraiser

Cobel’s Almosta Ranch
clifforear@yahoo.com

DATEBOOK

Purina Wildlife Series
Graham, J&N Feed
(940) 549-4631

Weatherford Ducks Unlimited
Fundraiser

Parker County Sheriff's
Posse Building

(817) 596-0708

Gulf Coast Ducks Unlimited
Fundraiser

Pasadena Fairgrounds
(832) 465-6465

Toyota Texas

Bass Classic

Tournament,

concerts and expo

Montgomery,

Lake Conroe
www.toyotatexasbassclassic.com

Texas A&M Texas Trophy

Hunters Association

Fundraiser

Brazos County Exposition Complex
(409) 673-2042

TCU Trophy Hunters Association
Fundraiser

Mercado Event Center

(214) 808-6131

Purina Wildlife Series
Decatur, Agvantage Farm & Ranch
(940) 627-2312

Rockport/Fulton Ducks Unlimited
Fundraiser

Fulton Convention Center
(361) 729-1822

Hunter’s Education Classes
Spring, Gander Mountain
(832) 797-6512

Berkley Big Bass Tournament
Lake Fork

(817) 439-3274
www.basschamps.com

Gladewater Ducks
Unlimited
Fundraiser
Former Students
Building

(903) 845-5419

Abilene Ducks Unlimited
Fundraiser

Taylor County Fairgrounds
(325) 669-9363

Dallas Ducks Unlimited
Fundraiser

Frontiers of Flight Museum
(214) 372-3825

Texas Tech Ducks Unlimited
Fundraiser

Danny’s Fins and Hens
(512) 965-6197

Port 0’Connor CCA
Fundraiser

Civic Center
(361) 983-4690

Mathis Masonic Lodge
Turkey Shoot

Fundraiser and cook-off
Corpus Christi, Lagarto Park
(361) 547-3878

Houston Ducks Unlimited
Fundraiser

Crowne Plaza Hotel
(281) 556-1307

Houston Safari Club

Monthly meeting

HESS Club

(713) 623-8844
info@houstonsafariclub.com

Predator products

Continued from Page 6

to prevent the reed from freezing to the tone board in cold weather. The Skyote
is a great tool for making those high-pitched distress sounds that entice preda-
tors. For more information, visit www.gofoxpro.com.

Lights. Golight Inc. has added the
Gobee to its lineup of spotlights. The
Gobee emits at 50,000 candlepower and
sells for about $150. However, that light
isn’t yet available with lens covers. Night
hunters who prefer to use a red lens cov-
er on their spotlights might want to
opt for the RadioRay (model 7901),
which emits 225,000 candlepow-
er. It has an MSRP of $269. Both
lights have a programmable wire-
less remote control, a magnetic
mount shoe, and a 15-foot cord to
plug into the vehicle’s lighter. For
retailers, visit www.golight.com.

Optics. Nikon recently introduced the Coyote Special rifle-

scopes. They feature the company’s BDC Predator Hunting

Reticle that uses ballistic circles that will not obscure the

target, making shots on a moving coyote simple. Each

of the new Nikon Coyote Special riflescopes also in-

cludes anti-reflective device technology that

eliminates game-spooking objective lens

glare. And the multicoated lenses featur-

ing 92-percent light transmission for a

clear view in the first and last minutes of

light. The new Coyote Special riflescopes

areavailable in two power ranges (4.5-14X40

and 3-9x40) and two camo options. They cost about $280 to $350. For retail-
ers, visit www.nikonhunting.com.

Guns. Remington’s new R-15 VIR Byron South Edition predator rifle
was designed with the input of one of the country’s top predator hunters. The
rifle uses .223 Remington rounds. It is equipped with a fluted 18-inch chrome-
moly steel barrel
that is free-floated
within a custom-
izable free-float-
ing tube. The tube
features 3-inch rails
mounted for lighted accessories and has a recessed hunting crown to ensure
gasses escape evenly around the bullet for the ultimate in accuracy. And, for in-
creased trigger control and repeatable accuracy, Remington has added a coyote
brown, ambidextrous grip and a precision two-stage competition trigger. The
Byron South Edition R-15 is supplied with a five-round magazine and is com-
patible with all aftermarket AR-15 magazines. This model sells for about $1,772.
Remington also offers other R-15 VTR models — including the R-15 VTR Preda-
tor — that start at $1,2235. For a brochure, visit www.remington.com.
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Abernathy

Continued from Page 6

Archer City.

Calling coyotes, bobcats and oth-
er varmints are now one of his pas-
sions, and he does it competitively.

Check the leader board on any of
the major varmint contests around
the state, and there’s a good chance
you'll see the names of Abernathy
and three teammates.

But Abernathy is widely known
for other passions.

He’s busy restoring white-tailed
deer and quail habitats on the 8,000
acres of his family’s Seven Bar Ranch.
His clients stay at the historic Spur
Hotel in Archer City, which he
bought and restored with his sister.

And he’s a family man; Abernathy
and his wife, Nikki, have three kids at
home.

But people across Texas might
know him best for his efforts to bring
Archer City’s Royal Theater from a
state of ruin to a vibrant tourist at-
traction.

The Royal is the iconic centerpiece
of “The Last Picture Show,” the ac-

MAN OF MANY HATS: Hunting bobcats and other predators is but one of Abby Abernathy’s
pursuits. The Archer City man also restored the city’s Royal Theater, one of the stars of
Larry McMurtry’s book “The Last Picture Show.” Photo by David J. Sams, LSON.

claimed novel by Archer City native
Larry McMurtry. The semi-autobio-
graphical book was made into a pop-
ular movie in 1971, and it was filmed
in Archer City.

As for his own youth, Aberna-
thy had little time for the outdoors.
Hunting, he said, took a backseat to
high school athletics.

He was as a walk-on running back

at Southern Methodist University in
the early 1980s, but Eric Dickerson
became the standout.

Abernathy’s father died while he
was at SMU, and he became home-
sick. He overcame the blues and
spent three years in New York City.
He worked various jobs in the theater
community, including some acting
roles. He returned to Texas and brief-

ly lived in Austin.

Abernathy went back to Archer
City and started developing the Roy-
al, which he bought with a partner
in 1986, but later he owned it all.

The task involved intense fund-
raising, some community organiz-
ing and an endorsement from Mc-
Murtry.

The theater became a performance
venue, surrounded by McMurtry’s
famous book stores and other ame-
nities.

“The theater project was handed
over,” Abernathy said of the com-
pleted project. “I said, ‘There it is, it
works, keep it running.” And I just
walked away from it.”

He then focused on the ranch,
which had been in his family since
his great-great grandfather secured a
Texas land grant in the 1800s.

His to-do list included predator
control, using techniques taught by
Henry and another friend, C.T. Mc-
Daniel.

“These two older gentlemen, who
were good friends of my father, took
me under their wings,” he recalled.
“They said, ‘Come on, we need to kill

100 coyotes this winter.””

Abernathy subsequently was en-
thralled with calling varmints into
shotgun range.

This year the four-man contest
team won the Carlton Kendrick Me-
morial Hunt in Graham.

Abernathy said he is a good fit
for the team because his 8,000 acres
gives the group ample chances to kill
coyotes for contests.

But opportunity is matched by
challenges.

“Coyotes — theyre the smart-
est,” he said. “A coyote will run in
to you, but sometimes you will see
him change in stride as he gets clos-
er. They can hear, they see, and they
can smell.

“Sometimes you can stop him,
and sometimes you can’t.”

Abernathy likes sharing the chal-
lenges with clients on guided ranch
hunts.

“We've had bobcats within three
steps of us, just standing behind us,”
he said. “Sometimes it’s not about
actually killing.

“It’s about having those animals
in thelap.”

E-mails

Continued from Page 6

detachable ammunition-feeding
devices by anyone without a fire-
arms license.

Like S. 2099, the bill would re-
quire a photograph plus a thumb-
print of applicants.

Contrary to claims in circulat-
ing e-mails, however, it would not
require applicants to submit to a
“mental evaluation at any time of
their choosing,” Jackson said.

Applicants would have to au-
thorize the release of their mental
health records.

Nor would H.R. 45 allow the gov-
ernment to inspect homes for the
safekeeping of firearms, though ap-
plicants would have to certify they
would keep firearms away from
those less than 18 years of age.

A spokeswoman for Rep. Rush
said H.R. 45 seeks to establish a gun
identification number similar to a
car’s VIN number.

“If you want to have an arsenal,
this bill would not keep you from
having one,” Sharon Jenkins said.
“You’d just have to register your
guns.”

FactCheck.org’s Jackson said
gun-control rumors began circu-
lating a short time before Barack
Obama won the presidency.

“Now we’re awash in bogus
claims,” he said. “There are people
out there absolutely convinced that
Obama wants to take away their
guns, even though he’s said over
and over that’s not the case.

“Maybe it’s because Democrats
have such a big majority in Con-
gress and are in a position to push
through legislation.”

For all the fear it has generated,
H.R. 45 doesn’t seem to be going
anywhere.

“Industry and gun owners should
not be concerned,” Novin said.
“H.R. 45 has no co-sponsors and is
not a threat to become law.”

Jenkins declined to speculate
about the bill’s chances.

“However, if you know how
many people up here are afraid of
the gun lobby, that should tell you
how much chance this bill has to
become law,” she said.

People receiving doom-and-
gloom e-mails should use their
common sense, Jackson said. He
noted on FactCheck.org the cur-
rent rumor went so far as to claim
a gun-control law would become
public knowledge only “30 days af-
ter it (the bill) was passed.”

“The claim the Finance Commit-
tee can pass this without the Sen-
ate voting on it is nonsense, as any
high-school civics student should
know,” he wrote.

Jackson said he doesn’t see an
elaborate conspiracy behind the In-
ternet rumors.

“These are amateurs with too
much time on their hands and not
a high regard for factual accuracy,”
Jackson said.
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OPENING BUCK: Kyle Tomek shot this
eight-point buck opening weekend. The
deer was Tomek'’s largest buck and his
first deer taken with a bow.

Bow opener

Continued from Page 6

Crouch is waiting for bigger deer
and for the calendar to move. He
said mature bucks should start mov-
ing about mid-month.

“If someone’s wanting a large
deer, be patient and be in the woods
from about the 15th on,” Crouch
said. “And don’t be afraid to pick up
the rattlin’ horns.”

Crouch hunted the Saturday of
opening weekend but skipped Sun-
day. A hard rain kept him inside.

Crouch was hunting a river bot-
tom on the Salt Fork of the Brazos
River, and he was positioned near
a food plot and feeder. Acorns have
not fallen yet in Young County,
Crouch said.

Acorns have hit the ground in
Burnet County, said Darrell Brizen-
dine of Bertram.

Brizendine did not see any deer,
and deer were not coming to his
feeder, he said.

“I really didn’t see a lot of any-
thing until yesterday when the rain
broke and the sun came out,” Bri-
zendine said.

The high Sunday reached 90 de-
grees, Brizendine said.

Shane Smith had a similar weath-
er report in South Texas.

“Horrible, green, hot, miserable
and buggy; that’s what my opening
weekend was like,” Smith said.

Hunting in Webb County, Smith
saw three bucks: two 2-year-olds and
a 4-year-old 10-point that would
have scored 120.

Part of the problem was the
“green” part of Smith’s answer. Al-
though much of South Texas has
been in an extended drought, re-
cent rains have been a boon to plant
life. Deer that have been on feed for
months “have turned straight to the
green stuff,” Smith said.

“The deer justdon’t have to come”
to feeders, Smith said.

For Smith, the manager at Fre-
er Deer Camp and Taxidermy, the
drought was over, at least for the
opening weekend of bow season.

“I felt like I was hunting in the Su-
matran jungle it was so humid Satur-
day morning,” he said.

JOIN US TODAY
on Facebook

facebook.com

Click “All Results”
when searching.

CLASSIFIEDS

15 ACRES+/-ON
LAKE ATHENS, HENDERSON CO.
Beautiful, wooded land, ideal for
a family retreat right on the lake.
Great views and location. $895,000

255 ACRES NEAR CORSICANA
Great opportunity to own a ranch that has
it all. It offers the perfect ranch with a
10+ acre lake with bass, catfish, ducks,
plenty of deer and hogs. $635,000

BRYAN PICKENS 214-552-4417,
pick@busbeeranches.com

WANTED

OWL PELLETS

Your box blind might be a $ money $

making machine. We buy firm, whole,
barn owl pellets for educational uses.

Leave a window open and it might
just pay for your lease or a new
gun or ... whatever!!!

S GASH REWARD §

For more information, call Bret
toll-free at 1-888-466-OWLS (6957).

Place your
classified

Place a classified ad in
Lone Star Outdoor News
and experience the
results of a new look.
The 2”x 2" ad will get
the attention necessary
to say SOLD!
$50 per month (two issues)
Call (214) 361-2276. Ask for Mike

Hughs or e-mail ad to mhughs@
lonestaroutdoornews.com.
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Texan named Boating
Officer of the Year

Smith County game warden
honored for initiative, impact

The National Association of
State Boating Law Administrators
recently presented its national
Boating Law Enforcement Officer
of the Year award to Texas Game
Warden Chris Green, marking the
first time the award has gone to a
Texan at the national level.

NASBLA presented the award at
its 50th annual meeting, held in
Corpus Christi.

A native of Duncanville, Green
began his TPW career as a game
warden cadet in 1993. He is sta-
tioned in Smith County, and his
patrol area includes popular recre-
ational hot spots such as Lakes Ty-
ler and Palestine and the Neches
and Sabine rivers.

Green has helped improve the
safety record at area lakes and is
passionate about his job, NASBL
said in a press release.

Green often volunteers for spe-
cial assignments to use his exper-
tise in boating issues. In 2008, he
logged 352 boat hours, recording
71 citations or warnings.

He also serves as an invited
member of a city mayor’s round-
table on boating safety. He recent-
ly organized boating safety classes
at area lakes and conducted pro-
grams for area schools, churches
and civic groups. He also regular-
ly organizes boat rides for mental-
ly and physically challenged resi-
dents in the area.

“Chris is very personal in his
approach with media and family
members regarding boating acci-
dents (and) fatalities,” said Alfonso
Campos, who serves as the boat-

WARDEN HONORED: Game Warden
Chris Green recently received the na-
tional Boating Law Enforcement Officer
of the Year award from the National
Association of Boating Law Adminis-
trators. Green is a warden in Smith
County, in East Texas.

ing law administrator for Texas.
“Victim family members ... have
expressed their appreciation for
Chris’ compassion and sincerity,
saying that he treated them ‘like
family’ during their ordeal.”

NASBLA established its Boating
Law Enforcement Officer of the
Year program in 2000 to celebrate
the nation’s outstanding marine
officers.

This year, 41 officers across the
country were nominated for the
national award.

— Texas Parks and Wildlife report

Fur prices

Continued from Page 1

want to see cold weather over there.
Fur is actually becoming consid-
ered environmentally friendly be-
cause the tanning process is a lot
less damaging to the environment
than making the man-made syn-
thetics. A lot of clothing manufac-
turers are using more fur for trim
and linings.”

Concerning the fur market, Hep-
kor said the lingering drought has
not been a major factor in the Tex-
as trade, which is typically a lower-
priced region of the country.

“The prices were pretty good
about three years ago, but they
have fallen,” he said.

Bill Applegate, president of the
fur trappers association, said the
Texas population of fur-bearing
predators has nearly reached a
peak. Fewer trappers are interested
in collecting the animals.

“I sold some coyote skins for $1
to $3 last year. It costs me about $3
in my expenses for each hide,” he
said. “We are still exporting more
furs than we are importing, so the
trappers are doing their part to help
with the trade balance.”

Because of the lack of cold
weather, the quality of Texas fur-
bearing animals is not as high as
those found in the far north, and
they bring lower prices from buyers
with the North American Fur Auc-
tion. Most hides are sold by NAFA
in Canada to overseas markets,
where they are made into clothing
and then shipped back to the Unit-
ed States for retail sales.

Hepkor said the latest market
brief lists the price for typical Texas
coyote hides at $8 to $12; raccoon
hides at $6 to $13; gray fox hides
at $8 to $10; and bobcats at $20 to
$30.

On the bottom end of the list,
skunks are selling for $2 to $4 each,
and possums bring $1 to $3 each.

“The Super Select bobcat hides
from up north where they are run-

OUTFITTERS

To advertise in this section, please contact Mike Hughs at (214) 361-2276 or mhughs@lonestaroutdoornews.com.

PELT PRICES: Coyote pelts have been averaging $8 to $12 in Texas. Furs collected in
Texas generally fetch lower prices than animals from colder parts of the country, but
hunters can still make a few dollars off of hides.

ning in three feet of snow are bring-
ingin $200 to $400,” he said.

In other parts of the country,
coyote hides can bring in as much
as $22; raccoons top out at $20;
and gray fox hides sell for as high
as $16.

However, while the prices for
Texas hides may be down, there is
no shortage of animals to be col-
lected, Hepkor said.

“Alotof my workisatlargeranch-
es where they are trying to elimi-
nate predators,” he said. “We still
have a problem with coyotes prey-
ing on sheep, goats and even cat-

tle; and anyone with a deer feeder
knows how bad raccoons can be.”

Hepkor, who is coordinating the
group’s annual Rendezvous, set for
Oct. 16-17 at the Stevenson Center
in Junction, said he expects about
300 to 400 members to attend the
event despite the depressed fur
market.

The family-style gathering,
which has been held each fall in
Junction for the past six years, will
feature seminars on how to set traps
and displays of collectable trapping
equipment by the North American
Trap Collectors Association.
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Trout

Continued from Page 8

for the trout to turn backon —Idon’t
know when that will be.”

Jay Watkins has been guiding 30
years, and said this has been one of
the worst for Rockport trout, causing
him to head south.

“I've been asking myself the same
question,” Watkins said. “Ithinkit’sa
culmination of a lot of things that all
came together this year. We’ve had
increased agriculture to the north,
no major storms, along drought, and
Cedar Bayou is closed. And there is
an increase every year in fishing pres-
sure. Put all that together and the res-
ident fish get pounded.”

The extended drought may not be
over, officials said.

Depending on location, the Coast-
al Bend area has only had 6 to 9 inch-
es of rain for the year, said Dr. Dan
Fromme, a Texas Agrilife Extension
agronomist based in Corpus Christi.
Heavy rains to the north and west last
weekend may help.

The average rainfall is about 29
inches in the Corpus Christi area,

Fromme said. “We’ve got a long way
to go before things begin tolook hun-
ky-dory down here.”

Although many trout anglers trav-
eled to find fish, those staying home
found some unusual catches.

“We saw jack crevalle and Spanish
mackerel early this year,” said Copa-
no Bay guide Alan Skrobarcek. “That
was weird. And we saw more sharks
(especially blacktips), pompano, and
a kid caught a mangrove snapper,
which is strange back in the bay.”

Biologists say the unusual catches
aren’t that unusual, given the con-
ditions.

“We've been in a pretty severe
drought,” said Dr. Paul Montagna,
the chairman for ecosystem stud-
ies at the Harte Research Institute in
Corpus Christi. “When the salinity
levels get high, you'll see more ocean-
dwelling fish closer to shore.”

Some fish thrive, but high salinity
levels cause other marine dwellers to
struggle.

“When the shrimp move in each
fall they look for water with lower sa-
linity,” Montagna said. “And oysters
become more stressed and less resis-

TROUT WATCH:
Alan Skrobarcek
casts in Copano
Bay, where anglers
reported finding
fewer speckled
trout this summer.
Multiple reasons
were offered for the
lack of fish. Photo
by David J. Sams,
Lone Star

Outdoor News.

tant to disease when the salinity is
high.”
Fisher said there is a silver lining,

and trout fishing in the area should
improve in the coming years.
“Last year we had a record trout

spawn and this year hasn’t been a
wipeout atall,” he said. “We’re seeing
very helpful signs this year.”

Outdoors
News in Brief

Hunter takes 30-point
buck in Wisconsin

A Wisconsin man harvested a 30-
point buck white-tailed deer recently,
according to the Fond du Lac Reporter.

The non-typical deer, taken by
Wayne Schumacher, 52, of Fond
du Lac, sported an inside spread of
20.5 inches and weighed about 225
pounds after being field dressed.

As for a score, estimates were that
the deer’s antlers would come in at
more than 200.

He shot
the deer from
a tree stand
using a bow
at about 15
yards, Schum-
acher told the

ONLINE

M See the video:
newspaper. He Visit LSONews.com
was hunting ;
with his broth- | 10 see video of the
er, Pete. 30-point deer.

He said oth-

er people in the area had seen it, but
he never had until seconds before he
shot it.
To see a video showing the buck,
please visit LSONews.com
— Staff report

Berkley coming to
Texas for Challenge

The fourth annual Berkley Big Bass
Challenge on Lake Fork is set for Oct.
17-18. To support the event, Berk-
ley is bringing the Berkley Experience
Trailer and Bass Tank to North Texas.

The trailer stops at Bass Pro Shops
in Garland on Oct. 9-11 and Lake
Fork Marina on October 16-18 for the
tournament.

The trailer is an interactive experi-
ence for anglers of all ages and exper-
tise. Whether you are seasoned angler
or just starting to fish, the Berkley
staff will show you the latest products
to help you Catch More Fish.

“The Berkley Experience is for an-
glers of all ages and skill levels,” said
Andrew Marks, senior marketing man-
ager for Berkley.

The trailer includes an interac-
tive interior, product demonstrations,
knot-tying demonstrations and com-
petitions, along with a Wii fishing
game to play for the younger anglers.
Special sales and promotions will be
offered wherever the Berkley trailer
stops.

The Berkley Bass Tank stops at
Cabela’s in Fort Worth on Oct. 9-11.
It offers product demonstrations and
pro pointers that are held every hour.
The local pro staff will be on hand to
answer product questions.

Special sales and promotions are
offered to those who attend the event.

— Berkley report
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