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By Nicholas Conklin
LONE STAR OUTDOOR NEWS

With heavy rains and solid growth of 
forage, Texas hunters and ranch man-
agers will be poised to experience a 
unique scenario when white-tailed deer 
season opens this fall. Because of the 
high amount of rain and moisture that 
began last winter and has continued 
throughout the summer, most hunters 
are expecting a great season for deer.

“I am expecting an above-average 
fall crop, given the good forage that 
was available last hunting season,” 
said Dustin Windsor, a Texas Parks and 
Wildlife biologist. “The rain continued 
to provide great habitat, and the bucks 
should be maximizing their antler pro-
duction.” 

Although that’s great news for hunt-
ers statewide, the increased rainfall and 
plant growth will have consequences 
for ranch managers. This is especially 
the case in South Texas, where Charles 
Covert, of Covert Ranches, has had to 
focus more on land management as the 
season approaches. 

“We have done more shredding and 
pasture maintenance than we have ever 
done,” Covert said. 

Covert said that this has been the 
case at many of the ranches in the 
South, as the rainfall in the area has ex-
ceeded its yearly levels by about 7 inch-
es. 

Despite the land concerns, Covert 
expects this to be a productive year in 

terms of growth and the number of deer 
harvested. 

“The body condition of the deer are 
right at optimal,” Covert said. “Their 
coat condition and body weight all indi-
cate a good year for horns.”  

With much of the past two years see-
ing drought conditions in parts of the 
state, a lot of pressure was placed on 
the deer, causing recent harvest num-
bers to be low.  

“When you combine the drought years 
with high temperatures in South Texas 
and the low amount of cover available, 
the deer have been stressed out,” Wind-
sor said. “The antler production fell way 
off, and, given this wet year, all of that 
should be the complete opposite.” 

Expectations are high in the Panhan-
dle as higher-than-average levels of 
moisture have been seen. 

Kent Carpenter of Tule Ranch not-
ed that much of the area is traditional-
ly considered arid; the past year’s rains 
have made the land optimal for deer.

“We had better winter moisture con-
ditions and spring moisture conditions,” 
Carpenter said. “I think it will be good 
year, and the deer are far enough along 
now.”

Carpenter also said he has not seen 
deer as active this early in the year in 
some time. The weather also contrib-
uted to high yields of wheat, which has 
been a substantial source of food for 
the deer. 

“Those deer had wheat up through 
the spring and early summer,” Carpen-
ter said. “They came out of the rut and 
had more to eat through the winter, and 
the fawn situation ought to be pretty 

It is the Ferrari of ammunition. 
Fiocchi America, Inc., is so well 

regarded that it has been exclu-
sively chosen by some U.S. gov-
ernment agencies to make its de-
fense and military rounds. Savvy 
hunters discerned early on that 
for them, Fiocchi meant quality 
and consistent ammo that would 
help them bag their trophies. 

Built on a tradition of style and 
performance that is uniquely Ital-
ian, Fiocchi Munizioni has gained 
an international reputation for 
excellence since its founding in 
Lecco, Italy, in 1876. 

In the early 1980s, the fam-
ily-run company opened Fiocchi 
America, Inc. in Missouri to han-
dle the importation of the Italian 
ammo into the American market.  
But the Fiocchi shotshells proved 
so popular that the parent com-
pany decided it was necessary to 
open a production facility in the 
U.S. to respond to local needs. 

Shotshell loading machines 
and other manufacturing equip-
ment was imported from Italy to 
Ozark, Mo., to ensure the preci-
sion, consistency, and quality of 
the shotshells loaded there.

Recently, Fiocchi added two 
more loading machines to meet 
the still growing demands for 
shotshells in the U.S. Today, the 
Missouri manufacturing site han-
dles centerfire, rimfire and pis-
tol cartridges as well as the shot-
shells.  The company imports 
reloading components, match-
grade rimfire ammunition and 
specialty loads from Italy. 

While the manufacturing plant 
is in Missouri, the sales opera-

tion is run out of Nevada by fam-
ily scion Carlo Fiocchi, who is the 
vice president of sales and mar-
keting of Fiocchi America, Inc. 

In the Texas region, represen-
tatives from Boerne-based Ow-
ens Outdoor Sales are the ex-
clusive sales agents for Fiocchi 

products.
Jason Phillips, South Texas rep-

resentative for Owens Outdoors, 
says that the sporting clays loads 
are very popular here, as is the 
centerfire pistol ammunition, be-
cause Fiocchi uses such clean-
burning powders and consistent 
manufacturing.

However, come this dove hunt-
ing season what Texas dove 
hunters will especially appreciate 
is that Fiocchi has customized 
a shotshell especially for them. 
The Texas Dove Load is offered 
in a 12-, 16- and 20-gauge. And, 
within those three gauges, hunt-
ers will have a choice of 7 1/2 

and 8 lead shot. The 12-gauge 
and 20-gauge also are available 
in heavy or light loads. 

“The dealers really like it be-
cause it’s targeted toward the 
Texas dove hunter. In terms of 
performance, the load gives dove 
hunters the speed and shot size 
that they demand for the best re-
sults when hunting dove in Tex-
as,” says Phillips.

Phillips also credits Fiocchi’s 
pricing strategy for the growing 
demand of its products.

“Fiocchi has hit the sweet spot 
of reliable, great performing dove 
load at an aggressive price to suit 
anyone’s budget,” he says. 

Another new product from 
Fiocchi is its Tundra line, which 
is specifically designed for water-
fowl. 

Phillips says the new techno-

logically advanced waterfowl 
loads perform as well as lead 
loads but are non-toxic. Fiocchi 
uses a tungsten compound ma-
terial, which offers the following 
advantages:

• Is not brittle so it will not pul-
verize or break upon traveling 
along the barrel;

• It can be utilized with any 
standard choke and classic bar-
rel combination that shoots lead 
shot; and,

• The shot pellet, unlike the 
competition, will behave as lead 
shot as far as deformation is con-
cerned.The Tundra line is expect-
ed to be in stores by this fall.

Ammo manufacturer 
targets Texas bird 

hunters with shotshells
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Conditions good for 
great deer this season
Abundant food keeping deer 
in good shape, ranchers busy

Deer should have no trouble growing big antlers this year, unlike the previous two years, where drought limited 
natural food supplies. Photo by Lone Star Outdoor News.

A Texas Dove Load from affordable Fiocchi

Fiocchi America
www.fiocchiusa.com

(417) 725-4118

See DEER, Page 8

The Texas Dove Load from Fiocchi is sure to 
be a big hit with hunters this fall. The shot-
gun shells are specially loaded for the needs 
of dove hunters in the Lone Star State.
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By Bill Miller
FOR LONE STAR OUTDOOR NEWS

As good as ever, and maybe 
even better than ever.

That’s the consensus of state 
wildlife officials and outfitters eager 
for the 2010-11 Texas dove season 
to open in September.

Strong rainfall the first half of the 
year has reestablished surface wa-
ter and fueled the growth of abun-
dant seeds that dove like to eat, 
such as croton and sunflowers.

Which means, according to Tex-
as Parks and Wildlife, this year’s 
birds will likely be plump and plen-
tiful.

“We estimate that Texas has a 
fall population of 40 million mourn-
ing dove and 8 million white-

winged dove,” said Corey Mason, a 
biologist and leader of TPW’s dove 
program.

But, he added, “Since about 80 
percent of the doves harvested in 
Texas during the first two weeks of 
the season are hatched in Texas, 
good local dove production equals 
good dove hunting.”

Typically, about 300,000 hunters 
harvest 5 million to 6 million dove 
each year in Texas — about one-
third of the national harvest, Ma-
son said.

Mason’s 2010 prognosis is sup-
ported by outfitters’ field reports, 
especially in the Central Zone. 

This wide expanse between In-
terstates 20 and 10 hosts near-
ly half of the state’s dove hunters 
each year, according to a recent 
TPW game bird survey. 

“We have tons of doves in the 
Hill Country,” said Treye Ransier, 

Bumper crop of  local 
dove predicted in Texas

High rainfall overruns 
much of  ’09 drought 

Family is key for ForEverlast Hunting and 
Fishing Products. The Texas company is owned 
and operated by Billy Gerke, who works with 
his wife and children to make great gear for 
hunting, fishing and wildlife management.

Together, they make sturdy, reliable gear that 
helps hunters and anglers improve their time in 
the field.

“We hunt and fish, and we make products for 
hunting and fishing, and it’s the most awesome 
job in the world,” Gerke said. “Honestly.”

Gerke and his wife, Amy, started the compa-
ny in 1998 in Hallettsville. He had been a life-
long hunter, and the first products from ForEv-
erlast were tools for skinning and butchering  
products for deer.

“I would work all day in my ag-chemicals 
job, and Amy had a full-time nursing job, too,” 
Gerke said. “We had stuff stacked all over the 
house and on the porch, anywhere we could 
put it. When we got home, we’d start packag-
ing product for shipment on our living room 
floor. That’s how we got started.”

Gerke’s father-in-law introduced him to salt-
water fishing, and soon he loved it as much as 
hunting.

ForEverlast’s venture into fishing gear start-
ed with Gerke’s father-in-law. A stingray struck 
him one day, and the idea for developing pro-
tective gear was born.

“That stingray hit is what got us to think-
ing about developing protective gear for wade 
fishermen,” Gerke said. “We all put our heads 
together, and  we would build prototypes that 
we’d take along on our next fishing trip.”

The fruit of that incident was the Ray-Guard 
Wading Boot and Ray-Guard Shield.

Today, the Ray-Guard Shield is close cousin 
to Snake Guard Shields, Chaps and Boots — 
products made with hunters in mind. 

Other hunter-focused products cover a wide 
range of needs. A Claw Skinning Tool, Zinc-

Plated Portable Gambrel and Game Hanger 
Portable Tripod help hunters after the harvest. 
The G2 Hunting Belt conveniently stores gear 
for the highly mobile hunter. The Shell Hol-
ster Twin Pack is better than shell bags for bird 
hunters. It holds the shells in their box, which 
keeps them nice and tidy for quick access.

ForEverlast feeders and feeder accessories 
provide a boost for managing deer herds. The 
Tail Gate Feeder can be mounted on an auto-
mobile or ATV. Bowhunters can practice with 
ForEverlast’s 3-D deer target, and they can use 
the company’s bow and camera stand.

When Gerke is not filling orders, personal-
ly delivering products or developing new gear, 
he spends a lot of time using the gear. He takes 
his sons Ty, who is 8, and Layne, 4, hunting and 
fishing. Amy joins them, too.

“This is a family business,” Gerke said. “Amy 
is our business and office manager, and I am 
involved in every way with our suppliers and 
our customers. We already have our sons in-
volved, and we hope to pass everything to 
them someday — when Amy, and I will just go 
hunting and fishing.”

Family matters for Texas’ 
ForEverlast company

Products meet changing needs of  
Texas hunters and anglers

Hunters can expect to see lots of birds flying in Texas this season, biologists and outfitters 
said. Photo by Lone Star Outdoor News.

See DOVE, Page 17

From left are 
ForEverlast 
owner Billy 
Gerke’s son 
Ty; wife, 
Amy; and son 
Layne.

ForEverlast
www.foreverlast.com

(361) 798-1530
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Just in time for the 2010 hunting season, 
Cabela’s is offering four new optics options 
designed to help hunters increase their suc-
cess in the field.

Visit the Cabela’s store in Fort Worth or 
Buda during Cabela’s Great Outdoor Days 
celebration, Aug. 19 through Sept. 6, to see 
these new optics offerings, as well as all 
the great hunting gear Cabela’s has to offer. 
You also can learn more about Cabela’s full 
line of hunting gear at www.cabelas.com.

Cabela’s Alaskan Guide  
Full-Size Binoculars 

The Alaskan Guide name means you’re 
getting a pair of binoculars built with premi-
um components to Cabela’s strictest qual-
ity standards. And these rugged, full-sized, 
roof-prism binoculars are loaded with fea-
tures you’ll find in top-end models costing 
twice as much. Advanced roof prisms are 
phase-coated, noticeably improving im-
age quality. High-quality multicoated lens-
es enhance light transmission and clarity. 
The tough exteriors are rubber-armored, 
and the lenses are fogproof and waterproof. 
These binoculars also feature infinitely ad-
justable friction center focus and diopter 
adjustments, twist-up eyecups, lens cov-
ers and a rain-guard cover. They are tripod 
adaptable. Models available: 8x42, $479.99; 
10x42, $499.99; 12x50, $519.99.

Cabela’s Tactical Prism Sight 
This innovative sight lets you shoot with 

confidence out to 500 yards. It is calibrated 
for .223 Remington 55-grain loads, featur-
ing horizontal reticle lines in 100-yard in-
crements from 100 to 500 yards. Its sturdy 
cast housing is waterproof to 1 1/2 me-
ters, fogproof, shockproof and parallax-free 
with integrated rails on the top and sides 
for mounting accessories such as lasers 

and lights. Compact and lightweight with 
integrated mounts, you can put it on or re-
move it quickly from the top Picatinny rail 
of an AR-15 or other firearm. Fixed power 
with 4X magnification. A wide field of view 
makes for fast target acquisition and gives 
you the ability to use the scope with both 
eyes open. Models available: Standard Reti-
cle, $279.99; Illuminated Reticle, $299.99. 

Cabela’s Alaskan Guide  
1-inch Riflescopes

These rugged, reliable scopes excel in 
the toughest conditions and are simply the 
best value in their class. Made to Cabela’s 
strictest quality standards and with pre-
mium components, these scopes deliver 
crisp, edge-to-edge clarity and best-in-class 
99.95-percent light transmission. Guidetech 
broadband lens coating technology creates 
an invisible bond between the glass and 
the multiple light-gathering coatings for su-
perior contrast and brightness in low-light 
conditions. Three-dimensionally forged, 
one-piece tubes deliver strength, exacting 
internal tolerances and 100-percent wa-
terproof integrity. All components are ma-
chined to military-grade tolerances. Hard-
blasted anodized finish for durability and 
corrosion resistance. Models: 3-10 40, 4-12 
44, 6-18 50; prices from $249.99 to $329.99.

Cabela’s 30mm Tactical  
Classic Riflescopes

Constructed with all the premium com-
ponents and technology used in Cabela’s 
Alaskan Guide 1-inch Riflescopes, these 
scopes feature larger, tactical-grade 30mm 
tubes for more range of adjustment and 
maximum brightness for long-range shoot-
ing performance. Models: 2.5-10 50, 6-18 
50, 8-32 50; prices from $299.99 to $419.99. 

Cabela’s introduces new optics for hunters
Alaskan Guide line offers 

top-quality gear at low prices 

<— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —— — — —  Clip for your camp ✄ — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — >

September October November December January February March April May

Times given above are for Dallas. For other locations,  
subtract 1 minute per 12 miles east of Dallas, and add 1 
minute per 12 miles west of Dallas. The table below gives  
adjustments for some Texas cities. Information provided is 
the longitudinal distance from Dallas and the time adjust-
ment for sunrise and sunset.

Abilene  . . . . . . . . . . 165 miles west . . . .add 14 minutes
Alpine  . . . . . . . . . . . 405 miles west . . . .add 24 minutes
Beaumont  . . . . . . . . 160 miles east  . . . .subtract 13 minutes
Corpus Christi  . . . . . 35 miles west . . . . .add 3 minutes
Austin  . . . . . . . . . . . 55 miles west . . . . .add 5 minutes
Del Rio. . . . . . . . . . . 235 miles west . . . .add 20 minutes
El Paso*  . . . . . . . . . 555 miles west . . . .subtract 23 minutes 

Houston . . . . . . . . . . 170 miles east  . . . .subtract 5 minutes
Laredo . . . . . . . . . . . 160 miles west . . . .add 14 minutes
Lubbock. . . . . . . . . . 280 miles west . . . .add 24 minutes
San Angelo  . . . . . . . 215 miles west . . . .add 18 minutes
San Antonio . . . . . . . 95 miles west . . . . .add 8 minutes
Tyler  . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 miles east  . . . . .subtract 6 minutes
*El Paso is in Mountain Time Zone.

Date-Day Rise Set Date-Day Rise Set Date-Day Rise Set Date-Day Rise Set Date-Day Rise Set Date-Day Rise Set Date-Day Rise Set Date-Day Rise Set Date-Day Rise Set

1 Wed 7:00 7:52
2 Thu 7:01 7:51
3 Fri 7:02 7:49
4 Sat 7:02 7:48
5 Sun 7:03 7:47
6 Mon 7:04 7:45
7 Tue 7:04 7:44
8 Wed 7:05 7:43
9 Thu 7:05 7:42
10 Fri 7:06 7:40
11 Sat 7:07 7:39
12 Sun 7:07 7:37
13 Mon 7:08 7:36
14 Tue 7:09 7:35
15 Wed 7:09 7:33
16 Thu 7:10 7:32
17 Fri 7:10 7:31
18 Sat 7:11 7:29
19 Sun 7:12 7:28
20 Mon 7:12 7:27
21 Tue 7:13 7:25
22 Wed 7:13 7:24
23 Thu 7:14 7:22
24 Fri 7:15 7:21
25 Sat 7:15 7:20
26 Sun 7:16 7:19
27 Mon 7:17 7:17
28 Tue 7:17 7:16
29 Wed 7:18 7:15
30 Thu 7:19 7:13
   

1 Fri 7:19 7:12
2 Sat 7:20 7:11
3 Sun 7:21 7:09
4 Mon 7:21 7:08
5 Tue 7:22 7:07
6 Wed 7:23 7:05
7 Thu 7:23 7:04
8 Fri 7:24 7:03
9 Sat 7:25 7:01
10 Sun 7:25 7:00
11 Mon 7:26 6:59
12 Tue 7:27 6:58
13 Wed 7:28 6:56
14 Thu 7:28 6:55
15 Fri 7:29 6:54
16 Sat 7:30 6:53
17 Sun 7:31 6:52
18 Mon 7:31 6:50
19 Tue 7:32 6:49
20 Wed 7:33 6:48
21 Thu 7:34 6:47
22 Fri 7:35 6:46
23 Sat 7:35 6:45
24 Sun 7:36 6:44
25 Mon 7:37 6:43
26 Tue 7:38 6:42
27 Wed 7:39 6:41
28 Thu 7:40 6:40
29 Fri 7:41 6:39
30 Sat 7:41 6:38
31 Sun 7:42 6:37

1 Mon 7:43 6:36
2 Tue 7:44 6:35
3 Wed 7:45 6:34
4 Thu 7:46 6:33
5 Fri 7:47 6:32
6 Sat 7:48 6:31
7 Sun 7:49 6:31
8 Mon 6:50 5:30
9 Tue 6:50 5:29
10 Wed 6:51 5:28
11 Thu 6:52 5:28
12 Fri 6:53 5:27
13 Sat 6:54 5:26
14 Sun 6:55 5:26
15 Mon 6:56 5:25
16 Tue 6:57 5:24
17 Wed 6:58 5:24
18 Thu 6:59 5:23
19 Fri 7:00 5:23
20 Sat 7:01 5:22
21 Sun 7:02 5:22
22 Mon 7:03 5:22
23 Tue 7:04 5:21
24 Wed 7:04 5:21
25 Thu 7:05 5:21
26 Fri 7:06 5:20
27 Sat 7:07 5:20
28 Sun 7:08 5:20
29 Mon 7:09 5:20
30 Tue 7:10 5:19
 

1 Wed 7:11 5:19
2 Thu 7:12 5:19
3 Fri 7:12 5:19
4 Sat 7:13 5:19
5 Sun 7:14 5:19
6 Mon 7:15 5:19
7 Tue 7:16 5:19
8 Wed 7:16 5:19
9 Thu 7:17 5:19
10 Fri 7:18 5:19
11 Sat 7:19 5:20
12 Sun 7:19 5:20
13 Mon 7:20 5:20
14 Tue 7:21 5:20
15 Wed 7:21 5:21
16 Thu 7:22 5:21
17 Fri 7:23 5:21
18 Sat 7:23 5:22
19 Sun 7:24 5:22
20 Mon 7:24 5:22
21 Tue 7:25 5:23
22 Wed 7:25 5:23
23 Thu 7:26 5:24
24 Fri 7:26 5:24
25 Sat 7:27 5:25
26 Sun 7:27 5:25
27 Mon 7:27 5:26
28 Tue 7:28 5:27
29 Wed 7:28 5:27
30 Thu 7:28 5:28
31 Fri 7:28 5:29

1 Sat 7:29 5:29
2 Sun 7:29 5:30
3 Mon 7:29 5:31
4 Tue 7:29 5:31
5 Wed 7:29 5:32
6 Thu 7:29 5:33
7 Fri 7:29 5:34
8 Sat 7:30 5:35
9 Sun 7:30 5:35
10 Mon 7:29 5:36
11 Tue 7:29 5:37
12 Wed 7:29 5:38
13 Thu 7:29 5:39
14 Fri 7:29 5:40
15 Sat 7:29 5:41
16 Sun 7:29 5:42
17 Mon 7:28 5:43
18 Tue 7:28 5:44
19 Wed 7:28 5:44
20 Thu 7:28 5:45
21 Fri 7:27 5:46
22 Sat 7:27 5:47
23 Sun 7:26 5:48
24 Mon 7:26 5:49
25 Tue 7:25 5:50
26 Wed 7:25 5:51
27 Thu 7:24 5:52
28 Fri 7:24 5:53
29 Sat 7:23 5:54
30 Sun 7:23 5:55
31 Mon 7:22 5:56

1 Tue 7:21 5:57
2 Wed 7:21 5:58
3 Thu 7:20 5:59
4 Fri 7:19 6:00
5 Sat 7:19 6:01
6 Sun 7:18 6:02
7 Mon 7:17 6:03
8 Tue 7:16 6:04
9 Wed 7:15 6:05
10 Thu 7:15 6:06
11 Fri 7:14 6:07
12 Sat 7:13 6:08
13 Sun 7:12 6:09
14 Mon 7:11 6:10
15 Tue 7:10 6:11
16 Wed 7:09 6:11
17 Thu 7:08 6:12
18 Fri 7:07 6:13
19 Sat 7:06 6:14
20 Sun 7:05 6:15
21 Mon 7:04 6:16
22 Tue 7:03 6:17
23 Wed 7:02 6:18
24 Thu 7:00 6:18
25 Fri 6:59 6:19
26 Sat 6:58 6:20
27 Sun 6:57 6:21
28 Mon 6:56 6:22

1 Tue 6:55 6:23
2 Wed 6:53 6:23
3 Thu 6:52 6:24
4 Fri 6:51 6:25
5 Sat 6:50 6:26
6 Sun 6:49 6:27
7 Mon 6:47 6:27
8 Tue 6:46 6:28
9 Wed 6:45 6:29
10 Thu 6:44 6:30
11 Fri 6:42 6:30
12 Sat 6:41 6:31
13 Sun 7:40 7:32
14 Mon 7:38 7:33
15 Tue 7:37 7:33
16 Wed 7:36 7:34
17 Thu 7:35 7:35
18 Fri 7:33 7:35
19 Sat 7:32 7:36
20 Sun 7:31 7:37
21 Mon 7:29 7:38
22 Tue 7:28 7:38
23 Wed 7:27 7:39
24 Thu 7:25 7:40
25 Fri 7:24 7:40
26 Sat 7:23 7:41
27 Sun 7:21 7:42
28 Mon 7:20 7:42
29 Tue 7:19 7:43
30 Wed 7:17 7:44
31 Thu 7:16 7:44

1 Fri 7:15 7:45
2 Sat 7:14 7:46
3 Sun 7:12 7:47
4 Mon 7:11 7:47
5 Tue 7:10 7:48
6 Wed 7:08 7:49
7 Thu 7:07 7:49
8 Fri 7:06 7:50
9 Sat 7:05 7:51
10 Sun 7:03 7:51
11 Mon 7:02 7:52
12 Tue 7:01 7:53
13 Wed 7:00 7:54
14 Thu 6:58 7:54
15 Fri 6:57 7:55
16 Sat 6:56 7:56
17 Sun 6:55 7:56
18 Mon 6:54 7:57
19 Tue 6:53 7:58
20 Wed 6:51 7:59
21 Thu 6:50 7:59
22 Fri 6:49 8:00
23 Sat 6:48 8:01
24 Sun 6:47 8:02
25 Mon 6:46 8:02
26 Tue 6:45 8:03
27 Wed 6:44 8:04
28 Thu 6:43 8:05
29 Fri 6:42 8:05
30 Sat 6:41 8:06
   

1 Sun 6:40 8:07
2 Mon 6:39 8:08
3 Tue 6:38 8:08
4 Wed 6:37 8:09
5 Thu 6:36 8:10
6 Fri 6:35 8:11
7 Sat 6:34 8:11
8 Sun 6:33 8:12
9 Mon 6:32 8:13
10 Tue 6:32 8:14
11 Wed 6:31 8:14
12 Thu 6:30 8:15
13 Fri 6:29 8:16
14 Sat 6:29 8:17
15 Sun 6:28 8:17
16 Mon 6:27 8:18
17 Tue 6:27 8:19
18 Wed 6:26 8:19
19 Thu 6:25 8:20
20 Fri 6:25 8:21
21 Sat 6:24 8:22
22 Sun 6:24 8:22
23 Mon 6:23 8:23
24 Tue 6:23 8:24
25 Wed 6:22 8:24
26 Thu 6:22 8:25
27 Fri 6:21 8:26
28 Sat 6:21 8:26
29 Sun 6:20 8:27
30 Mon 6:20 8:27
31 Tue 6:20 8:28

Sunrise-Sunset September 2010 
to May 2011

Cabela’s
www.cabelas.com

Fort Worth: (817) 337-2400
Buda: (512) 295-1100

Cabela’s has optics for several applications, 
including hunting and tactical needs.
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Rio Ammunition is a Spanish 
company with a centuries-long tra-
dition of manufacturing high quality, 
accurate ammunition. Throughout 
its history, the company has made it 
its mission to stay at the forefront of 
both manufacturing technology and 
the development of new products.

Currently, Rio Ammunition — its 
parent company is MAXAM Out-
doors — has a global presence with 
its main production plant in north-
ern Spain. The key to the ammo’s 
quality is that Rio Ammunition man-
ufactures all essential components 
for its cartridges, including hulls, 
primers, powders, wads and more.

In 2009, the Spanish company 
opened a manufacturing plant in 
McEwen, Tenn., and equipped it 
with the latest generation of ma-
chinery to optimize production lev-
els. Although the company’s ammo 
has been available in the States for 
about a decade (Rio Ammunition’s 
U.S. division operated out of Hous-
ton from 2002 until recently), with 
the opening of its Tennessee plant, 
the company is poised to drasti-
cally increase sales in the U.S., the 
world’s No. 1 cartridge market.

“Manufacturing in the States,” 
said Patrick Thomas, “allows us to 
be more reactive to the market de-
mand.”

Thomas, who is the U.S. national 
sales manager for Rio Ammunition, 
explained that 12-gauge lead target 
and hunting cartridges are loaded 
locally using imported components 
from Spain. This ensures qual-
ity ammo that it is clean-burning 
— it leaves no residue in the barrel. 

The ammo also consistently yields 
evenly distributed patterns.

Rio Ammunition specializes in 
shotgun loads for wingshooting and 
target shooting. In fact, those cate-
gories make up about 80 percent of 
the company’s sales. 

Among the lead loads the compa-
ny offers for hunters are:

Upland Game Loads: A 12-gauge 
load produced with different types 
of tube, container wads, CSB pow-
ders and shot sizes, from the 1 
1/16-ounce Classic Game Shotshell 
to the 11⁄4 -ounce Top Game HV. 
All of Rio’s Game Loads offer a bal-
anced charge and thus develop high 
velocities and moderate pressures 
that produce efficient shot patterns.

Sub-gauge field loads: These are 
16-, 20- and 28-gauge and .410 
bore loads available in various 
lengths and shot sizes. These loads 
are imported from Spain.

Slugs: These 12-gauge big game 
shotshells offer precision and reli-
ability that approaches the perfor-
mance of metal ammunition. 

These shotshells are perfect-
ly sized and precisely propelled 
thanks to the CSB smokeless pow-
der that yields a high velocity and 
energy at the range of interception 
and provides magnificent stopping 
power.

Buckshot: The 12-gauge shells 
available in different diameters and 
shot size. The shot boasts a uniform 
outstanding roundness and pro-
vides dense patterning. 

Hunters who opt for lead-free 
ammo can also try its Blue Steel 
waterfowl loads, which Thomas de-
scribed as high-quality loads at a 
good price.

Rio Ammo burns clean, shoots straight
Spanish company with 

plant in U.S. meets varied 
needs of  Texas hunters

Rio Ammunition
www.rioammo.com
(931) 729-0880

good.” 
Larry Henard, who manages Salt Fork 

Hunts, expects high numbers of harvest-
ed deer in the Panhandle because of the 
availability of food. 

In previous seasons, Henard said that 
deer had been finicky eaters and had 
difficulties in finding good amounts of 
food. He does not expect this to be the 
case this season, after experiencing the 
highest level of rainfall in his 11 years at 
the ranch. 

“We have peanuts and alfalfa, which 
is very high in protein — which is ex-
tremely good for antler growth,” Henard 
said. “So this is going to be a spectacu-
lar year for those deer.”  

In the Hill Country, hunters can expect 
a much different scenario this year.

Matt Tekulve of Comanche Ranch 
Park said that the past hunting season 
he noticed deer behaving very strangely. 

“Harvest last year seemed to be hard-
er than normal,” Tekulve said. “The deer 
were spread out and in areas not popu-
lar to hunters.”

Part of the problem was because the 
deer avoided popular food plots, which 
in turn made harvesting the deer diffi-
cult. 

Tekulve said this is something he does 
not foresee continuing because of the 
abundance of feed available to the deer.  

Reports out of the Middle Concho 
Lodge in San Angelo are that the per-
centages of deer harvests are expect-
ed to increase this year. Last year saw 
many challenges, but ranch managers 
expect this season to be different. They 
have already begun to spot higher num-
bers of deer at the feeders.

Deer
Continued from Page 3

Outfitters are 
expecting high 
harvest numbers 
for white-tailed 
deer this season.
Photo by Lone Star 
Outdoor News.

Rio ammo keeps hunters hunting with accuracy and reliability. The shells are designed to leave little residue in shotgun bar-
rels, and they are manufactured in the United States.
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Record Rack: high-tech feed for whitetails

Don’t feed your deer more, just 
feed them better.

That’s the philosophy behind 
Sportsman’s Choice Feeds, the flag-
ship brand of game feed offered by 
Cargill Animal Nutrition, which has 
been producing deer and elk nutri-
tion products for more than three de-
cades. 

Among Sportsman’s Choice Feeds’ 
most popular products are its Record 
Rack deer and elk feeds. The result 
of world-class research and state-
of-the-art manufacturing, the Re-
cord Rack feeds are the surest way 
to superior antler development, body 
condition, reproduction and forage 
utilization.

Endorsed by some of the nation’s 
leading breeders, hunters and indus-
try-leading brands such as Mossy 
Oak BioLogic, Record Rack delivers: 

• Enhanced Nutrient Utilization: 
Nutrient formulation and “optimum 
performance” technology increase 
digestibility of browse and forbs for 
higher yields and superior condition 
for animals and their habitats. 

• Palatability Plus: The unique and 
consistent blend of natural ingredi-
ents with its exclusive flavoring sys-
tem ensures maximum palatability 
and consumption.

• By-Pass Amino Acid Balancing.
• Organic Trace Mineral Complex-

es: The minerals and organic nutri-
ents provide bio-available sources of 
trace minerals in ratios that ensure 
optimum utilization and enhanced 
metabolic performance. 

• Water Guard Pellets: The pellet 
design offers built-in weather resis-

tance to keep water out and valuable 
nutrients in — which means easier 
feeding, less waste and more bio-
available nutrients for optimum per-
formance. 

• Water-Resistant Poly-Weave Bag: 
No more torn or soggy bags.

The feed itself is available in a va-
riety of formulations to meet differ-
ent nutritional needs.

For professional game managers, 
Sportsman’s Choice Feeds offers its 
Record Rack Professional line in nug-
gets, mineral and block form. The 
feed is designed as a nutritional sup-
plement for animals that primarily 
forage in free-range conditions.

Game breeders might opt for the 
breeder formulation, which is de-
signed for deer that have a limited 
supply or no access to natural forbs. 
Combining protein, energy, minerals 
and vitamins, it is designed for ani-
mals in restricted habits.

Sportsmen will appreciate Record 
Rack’s Golden Deer Nuggets and its 
blended feed, which are tailor-made 
for superior antler growth and body 
conditions. 

These products are available in 
hundreds of Texas retailers.

“There’s a great demand for these 
products, as more and more peo-
ple are seeing the benefits of sup-
plemental feeding,” said Sports-
man’s Choice Brand Manager Heidi 
Brenner. “Record Rack feed uses 
state-of-the-art technology and high-
quality ingredients to produce the 
best deer and elk feeds available. 
Whether a professional game man-
ager, deer breeder, sportsman or 
wildlife enthusiast, we have prod-
ucts to meet the needs of every cus-
tomer.”

Sportsman’s Choice Feeds 
rethinks deer nutrition 

from the bag to the belly

Sportsman’s Choice Feeds
www.sportsmanschoicefeeds.com
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Avery Outdoors Inc. is the nation’s lead-
ing manufacturer of waterfowl hunting ac-
cessories. Starting with the Quick-Set® 
Waterfowl Blind in 1994, Avery® has seen 
its line of products grow into a complete 
one-stop shop for anything related to duck 
and goose hunting. In 2000, Avery® in-
troduced the GREENHEAD GEAR® brand 
(in short known as GHG®) to the overall 
lineup. In recent years we have been ap-
proached by hunters nationwide to expand 
our efforts into other areas that include big 
game, turkey and upland hunting. We have 
only scratched the surface in these areas 
but rest assured, as we have done for the 
waterfowl hunter, we will continue to de-
velop and produce many quality products 
for all hunters. Today, with well over 300 
products among the Avery® and GHG® 
lines, we are more committed than ever to 
seeing that quality, effectiveness and value 
remain our top three priorities.

In an effort to help hunters be more ef-
fective in the field, Avery® has developed 
three waterfowl camouflage patterns that 
are specifically designed for the environ-
ments most hunted. Waterfowl hunting en-
vironments are as unique as the birds and 
those who hunt them. Since unique envi-
ronments are a given in waterfowl hunting, 
we felt that situation-specific camouflage 
patterns would only be natural for effective 
concealment. 

To create the waterfowl-specific patterns, 
the folks at Avery® polled their 200-man 
Pro-Staff to find the most common habitats 
where waterfowl are hunted. The results 
won’t be a surprise to many waterfowlers. 
In terms of dry land hunting environments, 
agricultural crops such as corn and wheat 
were the most popular followed by other 
light-colored grains. Secondly, marsh areas 
consisting of cattails, phragmites, tules, and 
wetland grasses were found to be the most 

common aquatic waterfowl hunting envi-
ronments. Lastly, buck brush, willows and 
flooded timber were found to be another 
popular hunting environment, especially in 
southern regions. 

KW-1® was the first pattern to be de-
veloped. It was developed to hide ground 
blinds in harvested fields but was found to 
be highly effective in light colored terrain 
such as grasses and other wetland vegeta-
tion as well. Marsh Grass® was next, and 
the name says it all. It was patterned af-
ter the narrow leaf cattail due to its wide 
range and the fact that it shares a common 
leaf size with phragmites, tules and also 
flooded corn. BuckBrush® followed third 
in the development. It was designed from 
a duck’s view (the air). A combination of 
blurred and in-focus brush over a slightly 
darker background produces the most ef-
fective depth and neutral tone “woods” wa-
terfowl pattern ever created. Avery® proud-
ly offers KW-1®, BuckBrush® and Marsh 
Grass® across all of its product lines avail-
able to hunters.

In addition to Avery’s camouflage pat-
terns, the GHG® brand has extended the 
line by developing the Pro-GradeTM Series 
Duck and Goose decoys. GHG® now offers 
32 newly designed Pro-GradeTM mallards, 
wigeon, blue-winged teal, green-winged 
teal, wood ducks, canada geese and speck-
lebellies. All Pro-Grades feature exception-
al body styles with true-to-life detail, pre-
cise anatomy and ultimate realism. These 
decoys also offer a wide variety of unique 
body styles and head positions to create the 
most realistic look. After hours of analyzing 
photos, GHG® was able to create the most 
realistic and complete line of production 
decoys ever offered! 

For more information, please visit www.
averyoutdoors.com or your local Avery® 
and GHG® sporting goods dealer. 

Avery camo stands out in mix of  fields
Developers polled pro staff  

for tips to match environments

Avery Outdoors
www.averyoutdoors.com

(800) 333-5119
Avery Outdoors designs its decoys to draw attention, but its camouflage conceals hunters in ways that birds and 
other game never imagined.
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Ruger has introduced several new 
handguns for 2010, including two new 
offerings in the popular LCR line. The 
new LCRTM-357 chambers the power-
ful .357 Magnum in a compact, five-shot 
revolver that weighs only 17.1 ounc-
es. Although the same size as the origi-
nal LCR chambered for .38 Special +P, 
the LCR-357’s new blackened stainless 
steel frame easily handles full power 
.357 magnum loads. Its weight effective-
ly tames recoil when coupled with the 
LCR’s patented recoil-absorbing polymer 
fire control housing and Hogue® cush-
ioned Monogrip®.

“With the new LCR-357, we continue 
our pursuit of innovation and our com-
mitment to law-abiding firearms owners 
looking for quality and value,” said Mi-
chael O. Fifer, Ruger CEO. “The LCR-357 
is a result of our Voice of the Customer 
program that helps identify the needs and 
desires of consumers. We listen to Amer-
ica’s gun owners and, through our con-
tinued design and manufacturing process 
improvements, are able to bring award-
winning products to market.”

The original .38 Special +P LCR has 
been upgraded to give customers a 
few options they have been asking for. 
This new model features a “Boot” Grip 
and XS® Sights. Jointly developed with 
Hogue®, the new LCR Boot Grip is small-
er, lighter than the standard grip by half 
an ounce, and features smooth side pan-
els and a smooth bottom contour, mak-
ing the grip ideal for a smooth, seamless 
draw. The XS® Sight Systems 24/7 Triti-
um Standard Dot front sight is perfect for 
those who desire fast, low-light target ac-
quisition, resulting in improved low-light 
accuracy in high-stress defensive situa-
tions.

The newest semi-auto pistol from Ru-

ger is the SR9c, a complement to the 
popular SR9 centerfire pistol. The SR9 is 
one of the slimmest and most ergonomic 
9mm pistols on the market today, and the 
compact model offers an even smaller, 
more concealable option, ideal for dis-
creet carry.

“The SR9c compact pistol is a wel-
come addition to the SR9 line, giving 
customers a very comfortable carry op-
tion in this reliable, 9mm platform,” Fi-
fer said. “Incorporating the best features 
the full-sized SR9 has to offer, the SR9c 
gives Ruger a strong entry into the com-
pact 9mm field. It feels great in your 
hand and it’s a lot of fun to shoot.”

The SR9c compact pistol weighs in 
at 23.40 ounces and features an over-
all length of 6.85 inches, a height of 4.61 
inches, and the same slim 1.27-inch 
grip width (across safety levers) as the 
full-sized SR9. It comes with two maga-
zines that provide options in both capac-
ity and grip size. The standard magazine 
holds 10 rounds and features a flat-bot-
tom butt plate; a finger grip extension 
floor plate is also included. The 
second magazine features a 
grip adapter and holds 17 
rounds, instantly trans-
forming the smaller, 
compact grip into 
a full-sized 9mm 
grip. The 3.50-
inch barreled pis-
tol features an 
integral acces-
sory rail that 
accommo-
dates most 
lights and 
lasers.
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Ruger announces new handguns for 2010
Latest innovations give gun 

owners confidence in 
self-protection situations

With hunting season just over the hori-
zon, Plano is offering hunters peace of mind 
with their affordable line of gear cases. 

Thousands of hunters and shooters have 
come to trust Plano for the storage of their 
firearms, bows and hunting accessories. 
Since 1952, Plano has been supplying out-
door enthusiasts with storage solutions 
that allow them to make the most of their 
time outdoors.

The all-weather series of rifle and bow 
cases are designed for the most extreme 
conditions. The AW Series is the ultimate 
shield against the elements, featuring a 
continuous Dri-Loc® Seal that ensures the 
case is watertight, airtight and dustproof. 
Its rugged construction is designed to with-
stand the perils of airline travel and any 
conditions in the field. 

For rifle cases, Plano offers the AW dou-
ble scoped rifle/shotgun case. At 54 inches 
long, this is the largest case by Plano, and it 
can hold up to two rifles or shotguns. 

For protection of your bows, Plano offers 
the AW bow case. The case has a durable 
exterior, with lockable dual stage latches. 
It has a seal that protects the bow from air, 
water and dust.  

Also available is the XLT Series of cas-
es, which offer advanced styling and fea-
tures at a moderate price. The XLT Series 
cases feature high-strength pinned hinges, 
scratch- and scuff-resistant textured sur-
face, swivel handles and dependable key-
lock latches for safe storage. The X2 Hybrid 
rifle, shotgun and pistol cases are built with 
a combination of materials that deliver 
hard-shell protection with soft-sided con-
venience. Features like the water-resistant 
zippers and internal foam allow the cases 

to float.
For hunters in search of a stylish yet 

functional case, Plano offers a line of alu-
minum gun cases. These sturdy aluminum 
cases offer walls nearly three times thicker 
than any competitor. Durable hexagon rail-
ing ensures the strength of the case while 
key-lock latches and three layers of high-
density foam protect your firearm inside 
and out.

For those in search of equipment al-
most as seasoned as they are, look no fur-
ther than the DLX Series. This classic case 
has been the industry standard for more 
than 30 years. With an attractive alligator 
texture, the DLX Series of cases features 
strong durable full-length piano hinges, a 
protective aluminum valance, foldaway 
handles and dual key-lock latches great for 
safe storage.

Ever load your truck up only to wonder if 
the weight of your gear may have crushed 
your gun case? Well, fear no longer with 
the Pro-Max Series. 

With an industry-leading crush-resistant 
design, the Pro-Max Series of cases uses 
the patented PillarLock® system, which 
adds superior crush-resistant strength 
to each case. Thick-walled construction, 
heavy-duty latches, molded-in handles and 
padlock tabs for added security round out 
the Pro-Max Series’ features.

For the beginning sportsman, Plano of-
fers the SE Series. The SE Series cases fea-
ture contoured recessed latches, padlock 
tabs for added security and strong, rigid, 
ribbed construction.

The final line of high quality cases Plano 
offers is the HS Series. Each of these high-
end cases blends a heavy-duty cloth exteri-
or with molded end covers and center rein-
forcements to protect the firearm.

Plano cases meet 
hunters’ needs, too

Advanced technology 
protects firearms, bows 
from a host of  threats

Ruger
www.ruger.com

Plano Molding
www.planomolding.com

(800) 226-9868

Ruger’s LCR-357 and SR9c are 
compact, comfortable handguns. 
Photos by Ruger.
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Golf has its Augusta National Golf 
Club, home of the Master’s tournament. 
Bowhunting and archery have ... Cinna-
mon Creek Ranch, a sprawling North Texas 
shooting center that’s home to a wide vari-
ety of shooting ranges, with over 200-plus 
3-D targets.

“I’ve traveled all over North America 
shooting, and I’ve never ever seen a com-
plex of this magnitude,” said Ken Witt, Cin-
namon Creek’s chief technician and man-
ager. “There’s nothing in North America 
like it.”

The ranch, located north of Fort Worth 
and open from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. seven days 
a week, has indoor and outdoor ranges, 
plus a video-based virtual range, called 
techno-hunting.

Indoors, shooters can use an eight-lane, 
20-yard broadhead range; 14 lanes at 20 
yards long for shooting standard points; 
and 26 lanes for shooting at 20 or 30 yards. 
Bleachers provide seating for spectators at 
competitions.

“During an event or a big shoot, we 
can probably seat over 200 people, so 
we’re planning on having some pretty big 
shoots,” said Joe Musacchio, the owner.

The indoor ranges will make practicing 
more comfortable regardless of the weath-
er outside. But hunters will probably be 
more interested in the six outdoor ranges.

The multiple outdoor ranges are full of 3-
D targets and present hunters with dozens 
of real-life shooting situations.

The Flats course has 12 lanes, with tar-
gets set up to 40 yards. The Trees course 
has 10 stations, with 25 targets and a 30-
yard maximum distance.

At the Creeks, archers shoot from nine 
elevated stations — popup blinds, tripods, 
lockons and box blinds — at 36 targets. The 
Creeks II — “the hardest shot you’ll ever 
take bow hunting,” Musacchio said — has 

animal targets standing at difficult angles, 
such as quartering, downhill and in a ditch.

The Ridge’s 36 targets mimic Rocky 
Mountain hunting. Targets are mule deer 
and elk, and they stand under trees at 30 to 
40 yards away.

Then there’s the Zoo, 3.5 high-fenced 
acres full of African 3-D targets: lions, ku-
dus, impala, buffaloes, etc. Targets are set 
at 40 and 45 yards.

As if all of the ranges weren’t enough, 
techno-hunting gives shooters still another 
way to practice (and play). The electronic 
system presents hunters with lifelike sce-
narios like a 3-D video game, where they 
can shoot up to 60 yards. 

 Cinnamon Creek has one of the best-
stocked pro shops in the country. Bows 
are available from top manufacturers, and 
shoppers can try before they buy. More 
than 100 bows are on display nearly all 
the time, which further typifies Cinnamon 
Creek’s uniqueness.

“You won’t find that anywhere,” Witt said.

A range of  opportunities 
at Cinnamon Creek Ranch
Shooting center has something 

for every kind of  archer

Cinnamon Creek Ranch
13794 Old Denton Rd., Roanoke, TX 76262

(817) 439-8998 • www.cinnamoncreekranch.com

Hundreds of shooting lanes help bowhunters practice 
several types of shots at Cinnamon Creek Ranch.
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People have come to expect 
a lot from Mathews, and when 
the company introduced its new 
flagship model for the year, the 
new Mathews Z7, it left a lot of 
people smiling. Demand for the 
Mathews Z7 has been so high 
that the bow has broken several 
sales records, including becom-
ing the highest grossing bow for 
Mathews while also helping the 
company reach its “One Mil-
lionth” bow-sold mark since the 
inception of the company.

 The new Mathews Z7 sports 
several new features for 2010 
that not only set new standards 
for quality and functionality, but 
also cosmetics. Made with a 
new Grid LockTM riser, the Z7 is 
lighter than previous offerings, 
thanks to increased levels of 
“cuts” in the riser. The riser is ac-
tually stiffer than previous styles 
and offers up to a 75-percent 
reduction in residual vibration 
thanks to a built-in, new Har-
monic StabilizerTM.

Also new on the Mathews Z7 
is the Reverse AssistTM Roll-
er Guard, which helps make the 
bow feel smoother than ever be-
fore even though it boasts indus-
try-leading single-cam speeds 
of up to 332 feet per second. 
All this is packed on a 30-inch 
axle-to-axle frame with a gener-
ous and forgiving 7-inch brace 
height. According to the com-
pany’s owner, Matt McPherson, 
it is the smoothest bow that the 
company has ever produced. The 
Mathews Z7 continues to exceed 
expectations and was recent-
ly named Outdoor Lifes’ Editor’s 
Choice — see if you agree by 
shooting it today at your autho-
rized Mathews retailer!

In addition to the Z7, three 
other bows are new for 2010:

Monster 7.0
IBO Rating: up to 342 fps
Axle-to-Axle: 33.5”
Brace Height: 7”
Weight: 4.35 lbs

Conquest Triumph
IBO Rating: up to 325 fps
Axle-to-Axle: 39”
Brace Height: 7”
Weight: 4.6 lbs

Passion
IBO Rating: 325 fps at 29”/70 lbs
Axle-to-Axle: 29.75”
Brace Height: 6”
Weight: 3.6 lbs

New Z7 grosses 
highest sales in 

Mathews history
Lighter, stronger Z7 

raises the bar

manager of the Threadgill Ranches in Bur-
net, Llano and San Saba Counties. “We’re 
seeing a lot of pairs, which is a good thing. 

“We’re kind of spoiled because our 
ranches are a mile or two from Lake 
Buchanan, so the dove are always flying 
from food to water. It’s a typical pattern.

“But we have plenty of dove weed. The 
rain in July helped with that quite a bit.”

Edward Cude of the Flat Rock Creek 
Ranch near Marble Falls, also in Bur-
net County, predicted “the best dove year 
we’ve seen in about 10 years.”

“We got lots of pairs and resident birds,” 
he said. “There are so many darn dove out 
there, I’ve never seen it so good — even 
when I was younger.

“I would say (it’s) because of rain.”
What a difference a year makes.
During the summer of 2009, the state 

climatologist reported that 71.8 percent of 
Texas was gripped by drought. 

This year, as of late June, 71.2 percent of 
the state was drought free, the climatolo-
gist said.

Dove, however, seem to tolerate dry pe-
riods better than other species, so much 

so that there was no shortage of shotguns 
blazing in 2009.

Hunters continue to flock to the Central 
Zone, which sees 44 percent of the action, 
according to the game bird survey. 

In that zone, dove hunting is particularly 
legendary in Coleman, Brown, Tom Green 
and Taylor counties, Mason noted.

The remaining 56 percent is split evenly 
between the North Zone, above  I-20, and 
the South Zone, below I-10.

But, Mason said, the hunting in those 
areas is no less fabled.

“In South Texas, Uvalde, Medina, Frio, 
Atascosa, Duval, Hidalgo, Bexar and Cam-
eron are the highest producing (counties),” 
he said.

In the North Zone, he added, Throck-
morton and surrounding counties are 
great, as well as Collin County, northeast 
of Dallas.

But don’t discount the Panhandle.
Dane Swinburn of Tule Creek Outfitters 

near Tulia, south of Amarillo, also report-
ed a good crop of local dove, but migrat-
ing birds add to the excitement.

“Most of the dove around here are resi-
dent birds,” he said. “It’s always good, but 
if we get a cool front early in the season, 
that will push a lot of birds down from up 

north.”
Meanwhile, white-winged dove contin-

ue to expand their South Texas range and, 
Mason said, they “are being observed in 
new counties to the north, east and west 
every year.”

This expansion, he said, “means addi-
tional hunting opportunities” in new plac-
es.

“Fifteen years ago, we never saw a 
white-winged dove in this country,” said 
Kirk Michaux of Solana Ranch, near Sal-

ado in Bell County. “But they’re moving 
north and in pretty big numbers.

“That’s a blessing for us.”
But although mourning, white-winged 

and even Eurasian collared dove are do-
ing well in Texas, hunters can still lend a 
hand. (Eurasian collared dove are not con-
sidered game birds and may be harvest-
ed with no daily bag or possession lim-
it.) Bands from mourning and white-wing 
dove can be turned in for national and 
state survey programs. 

Dove
Continued from Page 4 Dates, limits, zones

Texas hunters continue to mark Sept. 1 as 
the traditional dove season opener in the North 
and Central Zones.

The North-Central dove season runs through 
Oct. 24 and Dec. 25-Jan. 9, with a 15-bird bag 
limit and not more than two white-tipped doves.

The South Zone dove season is Sept. 17-
Oct. 31, but it reopens Dec. 25-Jan. 18; again 
with a 15-bird bag limit and not more than two 
white-tipped doves.

Also, the Special South Texas White-winged 
Dove Area will open to white-winged dove, after-
noons only, the first two full weekends in Sep-
tember — Sept. 4-5 and 11-12. It will reopen 
when the regular South Zone season runs Sept. 

17-Oct. 31. It opens once again Dec. 25-Jan. 
14, TPW said.

The special area for white-winged dove starts 
on the Rio Grande at Del Rio, extends east to 
San Antonio, then swings southeast, basically 
along the border, to the state’s southern tip at 
Port Mansfield.

The special white-winged season takes four 
of the allowable 70 days, so when the regu-
lar season opens, this special area must close 
to hunting four days earlier than the rest of the 
South Zone. During the early two weekends, the 
daily bag limit is 15 birds, to include not more 
than four mourning doves and two white-tipped 
doves. Once the general season opens, the ag-
gregate bag limit will be 15, with not more than 
two white-tipped dove.
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The Hoffpauir Outdoor Super Store, 
which sits on Texas 84 on the outskirts of 
Goldthwaite, is definitely worth the drive. 

Owner Lee Hoffpauir bought the ATV 
and UTV dealership in 2007 because he 
was sold on Polaris.

“I always thought Polaris was the best 
product,” he has said.

Plenty of Texans seem to agree: They 
have made this dealership the go-to 
dealership for Polaris Rangers. Custom-
ers who visit the Outdoor Super Store 
will find a great selection of the popu-
lar Polaris models, as well as Cub Cadet 
UTVs, Troy-bilt mowers, New Holland 
tractors, Big Tex trailers, Haulmark trail-
ers, Bush Hog implements and more.

But it is the Polaris Rangers that are the 
main attraction.

General Manager Nick Hamilton said 
customers like the power, the suspen-
sion, the clearance, the four-wheel drive 
as well as the amount of people the 
Ranger Crew 800 holds. The single-seat 
Rangers are also popular. And, he said, 
there has been a lot of interest in the 
electric vehicles.

What can customers expect in the up-
coming year? In late July, Polaris unveiled 
its 2011 lineup to dealers. The company 
described its new models in three words: 
performance, innovation and value. The 
new ATVs include:

RANGER DIESEL ($12,999): This is 
a hard-working, smooth-riding ATV that 
will especially appeal to land manag-
ers. This Ranger is powered by a 904cc 
three-cylinder Yanmar diesel engine that 
is rubber-mounted to transfer minimal 
vibration to the driver. Delivering a top 
speed of 35 mph, the diesel powertrain 
promises better fuel economy than gas 
vehicles.   

The ATV’s key features include four-

wheel independent suspension, a 55-
amp alternator, 1-ton towing capacity, 
1,500 pounds of payload capacity and 12 
inches of ground clearance. It also offers 
on-demand all-wheel drive, full instru-
mentation and easy-buckle driver and 
passenger safety nets. There is seating 
for three.

POLARIS EV LSV ($12,999): This is 
an electric on-road vehicle based on the 
Polaris midsize Side-by-Side platform. 
Hunters will appreciate its clean and qui-
et performance. Its 30 HP 48-volt high–
efficiency AC-inducted electric motor can 
be recharged in a standard 110 volt AC 
outlet. Its features include independent 
rear suspension, a top speed of 25 mph, 
on-demand all-wheel drive with Versa 
Trac, 1,000 pounds of payload, 1,250-
pound towing capacity, and 10 inches of 
clearance. 

This model includes all the necessary 
features to classify the vehicle as a LSV 
per the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration. As such, it may qualify 
for a low-speed vehicle tax credit. 

RANGER CREW EFI 500 ($9,999): 
This model boasts unmatched traction 
and seats up to four. It is another hunter-
friendly model.  

Its 498cc twin-cylinder electronic fuel 
injection engine delivers a top speed of 
44 mph. Key features include smooth in-
dependent rear suspension, 1,250 pounds 
of payload capacity, 1,250-pound tow-
ing capacity, on-demand all-wheel drive 
with Versa Trac, and 10 inches of clear-
ance. As with all midsize Rangers, it will 
fit nicely in the back of a pickup truck.

Polaris also announced such enhance-
ments as increased power to the 2011 
Ranger XP 800 and power steering on 
the 2011 Polaris Pursuit Camo Rang-
er Crew 800. Other updates will include 
easy-buckle driver and passenger safety 
nets. 

Hoffpauir delivers powerful Polaris vehicles
New models better meet 

hunters’ needs: more  
horsepower, speed, clearance

Hoffpauir Outdoor Super Store
www.hpolaris.com
(800) 716-5402

The Hoffpauir Outdoor Super Store 
carries several vehicles for use by 

hunters and landowners, including the 
Polaris EV LSV, above, and 
Ranger Crew EFI 500, left.
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DOVE 
North Zone and Central Zone Sept. 1-Oct. 24 and Dec. 25-Jan. 9
South Zone Sept. 17-Oct. 31 and Dec. 25-Jan. 18

Bag limit: 15 birds and not more than two white-tipped doves.
Special White-winged Dove Area Sept. 4-5, 11-12, Sept. 17-Oct. 31, Dec. 25-Jan. 14

The daily bag limit in the SWWDA during the first two weekends is 15 doves in the ag-
gregate, to include no more than 4 mourning doves and 2 white-tipped doves. Once 
the general season opens, the aggregate bag limit will be 15.

EARLY TEAL-ONLY Sept. 11-26

ALLIGATOR 
22 counties & special properties Sept. 10-30 (by permit only)
Remainder of the state Apr. 1-June 30

PRONGHORN ANTELOPE 
(By permit only) Oct. 2-10

WHITE-TAILED DEER
Archery-Only Season Oct. 2-Nov. 5
Special Youth Season* Oct. 30-31, Jan. 3-16
General Season North Texas (208 counties) Nov. 6-Jan. 2
 South Texas (30 counties) Nov. 6-Jan. 16
Late Antlerless and Spike North Texas (106 counties) Jan. 17-30
 South Texas (30 counties) Jan. 18-31
Muzzleloader (55 counties) Jan. 3-16

MULE DEER 
Archery-Only Season Oct. 2-Nov. 5
General Season Panhandle (39 counties) Nov. 20-Dec. 5
 SW Panhandle (11 counties) Nov. 20-28
 Trans Pecos (19 counties) Nov. 26-Dec. 12

JAVELINA
Northern (43 counties) Oct. 1-Feb. 27
Southern (50 counties) Sept. 1-Aug. 31

PHEASANT
Panhandle (37 counties) Dec. 4-Jan. 2
Chambers, Jefferson & Liberty counties Oct. 30-Feb. 27

SQUIRREL 
Special Youth Season** Sept. 25-26
East Texas (51 counties) Oct. 1-Feb. 6, May 1-31
Other Open counties  Sept. 1-Aug. 31

LESSER PRAIRIE CHICKEN
No open season for lesser prairie chicken.

QUAIL
Statewide (all counties)   Oct. 30-Feb. 27

RIO GRANDE TURKEY
Archery-Only Season    Oct. 2-Nov. 5
Fall Season Special Youth Season* Oct. 30-31, Jan. 15-16
 North Zone (122 counties) Nov. 6-Jan. 2
 South Zone (26 counties) Nov. 6-Jan. 16
 Brooks, Kenedy, Kleberg, & Willacy counties Nov. 6-Feb. 27
Spring Season North Zone (101 counties) Apr. 2-May 15
 Special Youth Season* Mar. 26-27, May 21-22
 South Zone (54 counties) Mar. 19-May 1
 Special Youth Season* Mar. 12-13, May 7-8
 1-Turkey Bag Limit (11 counties) Apr. 1-30

EASTERN TURKEY+
Spring-Only Season East Texas (43 counties) Apr. 1-30

CHACHALACA
Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr and Willacy counties Oct. 30-Feb. 27

RABBITS and HARES No closed season.

2010-11 Season Dates

In addition to a hunting license, a migratory game bird stamp 
endorsement ($7) is required to hunt any migratory game bird, 
including mourning dove (a Federal Sandhill Crane Permit also 
is required to hunt sandhill crane). An upland game bird stamp 
endorsement ($7) is required to hunt turkey, quail, pheasant or 
chachalacas. See County Listings in the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Outdoor Annual for specific county regulations and more detailed 
information.
*In all counties that have an open season for those species.
** In all counties that have an Oct. 1-Feb. 6 and May 1-31 open 
squirrel season.
+ Rio Grande and Eastern Turkey may be hunted in these counties.

DOWNLOAD
Charts for season 
dates, sunrise and 
sunset may be 
downloaded at  
LSONews.com.

<— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —— — — —  Clip for your camp ✄ — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — >

By Craig Nyhus
LONE STAR OUTDOOR NEWS

Things can go wrong, very wrong, 
on an opening day dove hunt. Insects 
and game wardens are plentiful. New 
and less-experienced hunters are all 
out. Those who have hunted doves for 
30 or 40 years have seen it all, as has 
the Lone Star Outdoor News staff. A lit-
tle thought and a list when you go to 
your hunting retailer to buy your license 
might make things a little easier — and 
they might just save the hunt.

Here are a few tips for opening day 
preparation, many learned the hard way.

Checklist for opening 
day dove hunting fun

Shooting doves is hard enough 
without fretting little things

In all the opening day excitement, don’t forget a few simple steps to make sure you (and your children) are 
prepared for the hunt. Photo by Lone Star Outdoor News.

✔ Check your shotguns: A few minutes spent 
cleaning your guns after months in the closet 
or safe can help avoid the frustration of jams 
on opening day. It’s hard enough to get a lim-
it of doves — and harder if you only have one 
shot at each bird.

While you’re at it, check and make sure 
the plug is in. Game wardens say the lack of 
a plug is one of the most common citations 
written to dove hunters.

✔ Double-check your kids’ age: Do any of your 
children or hunting companions need a hunt-
er education certificate this year? Last-minute 
classes are available, and it might be embar-
rassing to take a youngster hunting only to 
watch him or her receive a ticket. 

Any hunter born on or after Sept. 2, 1971, 
and who is at least 17 years old must have 
successfully completed hunter education. In 
Texas, a deferral option allows hunters who 
are 17 or older a one-time-only extension 
to complete the requirements. But deferral 
hunters must hunt with a licensed adult.

✔ Shells — don’t wait for the last-minute sales: 
Shoppers can usually find good deals on 
shells about Aug. 15 when it’s time to buy 
hunting licenses — for 12- and 20-gauge 
shotguns. But if you or the youngster with you 
shoots a 28 gauge or .410, supplies aren’t as 
plentiful. Good luck finding 16-gauge shells, 
too. It may be worth the extra money to buy 
hard-to-find shells early — or the start of the 
season may be spent hunting for shells in-
stead of dove.

✔ Check with your landowner: If you have a 
hunting location lined up, it’s usually worth 
a visit to the landowner to introduce yourself 
and talk about doves and crops. He might de-
lay turning over that field full of sunflowers 
or even cut some strips through it. Ask where 
his cows will be opening day so you can avoid 
that area. And offer to help. There’s nothing 
more fun than driving a tractor. And the land-
owner might just tell you the best place to 
hunt on the property. 

✔ Eyes and ears: Find your earplugs. They 
will magically disappear if you wait until 
Sept. 1 to look. And wear glasses, of course. 
From the Beretta glasses designed for com-
petitive shooters to the inexpensive glasses 
at most retailers, they all accomplish the de-
sired effect — protecting your eyes from an 
errant pellet. 

✔ Check your boots: It happens more often 
than you think. That favorite pair of boots has 
been in the garage for almost a year, and it’s 
been a long, hot summer. Soles don’t last for-
ever, especially in the heat. Watching them 
disintegrate on Sept. 1 while on your feet 
isn’t fun. 

✔ Sun and bugs: Put sunscreen and insect re-
pellant in your shell bag early — they go into 
hiding at the end of August. And put a few of 
your prescription or over-the-counter allergy 
pills in there, too. They come in handy when 
you realize a little too late that you have been 
standing on a fire ant mound — or if you for-
got the insect repellant and are covered in 
chigger bites.

✔ The hunt — keep the birds cool: Pick up a 
soft cooler for drinks and ice and buy some 
gallon-sized press-and-seal bags. When you 
bag a bird, put it in the bag and set it on ice 
in the cooler. It solves two problems. One, it 
keeps the birds cool. Two, it keeps them sep-
arate from other hunters’ birds in case you 
get checked.

✔ Bird cleaning: Buy game shears and la-
tex gloves. A cut from breaking the wings 
by hand seems to never stop bleeding, kind 
of like being stung by a catfish spine. The 
gloves keep you from having to clean under 
your fingernails — at least when you have to 
go home.

✔ Practice? There is always the option of 
practice before opening day. But opening day 
is the practice session for many, if not most 
of us — usually with less than stellar results. 
But a few minutes of time spent shouldering 
the empty gun, practicing standing up and 
readying to shoot from the dove stool (yes, 
stand up to shoot) might make opening day a 
little more successful.
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Nikon Sports Optics has earned a repu-

tation for quality and performance among 
hunters.

There is no doubt that the international 
company is a global leader in precision op-
tics that not only meets demand but also 
exceed expectations. 

Nikon manufactures and markets just 
about any optics equipment hunters need 
or want in the field, including binoculars, 
rangefinders, riflescopes and more.

This year, the company has introduced 
several new products for the outdoorsman, 
including the following:

RIFLEHUNTER 1000: Nikon calls this 
product ”a range-finding wonder.” Its Ac-
tive Brightness Control Viewfinder allows 
for fast reads even in the toughest of light-
ing conditions. In brighter light, the range-
finder will display the LCD, which provides 
contrast and readability against a variety 
of backgrounds. In darker conditions, the 
rangefinder will automatically turn on the 
orange LED illumination to the liquid crys-
tal characters for optimum visibility and 
adjust its brightness for needed contrast 
against the background.

The rangefinder also features a 28-per-
cent larger ocular and a 23-percent wider 
field of view from previous models and has 
a range of up to 1,000 yards. The ID tech-
nology calculates for any shot angle up to 
+ or – 89 degrees. 

Two mode option allows the hunter to 
choose between:

First Target Priority mode, which is for 
ranging lone animals in unobstructed situ-
ations; or Distant Target mode, which is 
designed for situations where ranging ani-
mals through brush or other obstructions 
is necessary.

The waterproof and fogproof rangefinder 
also features 6x bright multicoated optics, 
an adjustable focus ocular, an adjustable 

diopter, and long eye relief. The RifleHunt-
er 1000 has an MSRP of $349.95.

SLUGHUNTER SCOPE: Slug gun us-
ers now have another option for their shot-
gun: The 1.65-5x36 SlugHunter, a compact 
scope that boasts an increased exit pupil 
for better low-light performance. 

“For some hunting situations, a fast, in-
stinctive target acquisition in low light 
means the difference between success and 
failure,” said Jon LacCorte, senior product 
marketing manager, in a press release. “By 
using some attributes of dangerous game 
scopes, we created a fast-handling, super 
accurate scope for slug gun shooters.”

 Available with the proven BDC 200 reti-
cle specifically calibrated for ballistic tipped 
Sabot slugs, this scope has a lower profile 
objective for low mounting. And, thanks to 
its durability, it can be safely mounted on 
even the hardest-kicking slug guns. 

The SlugHunter’s 45 feet of view at 1.65x 
lets the shooter find the target quickly 
while the 1/4 MOA adjustment allows for 
simple and easy sight-in sessions.

The new SlugHunter is available in a 
matte finish with the BDC-200 or Nikoplex 
reticle and features a 75-yard parallax set-
ting. The MSRP is $229.95 for the NikoPlex 
and $239.95 for the BDC-200.

MONARCH ATB SERIES BINOCULAR: 
Nikon has added advanced prism coating 
technology previously found exclusively in 
its high-end offerings to a favorite hunting 
binocular. This Dielectric High-Reflective 
Multilayer Prism Coating offers brighter, 
sharper color and improved low-light per-
formance.

 The body style has been redesigned for 
greater strength and comfort, but the wa-
terproof and fogproof binocular still sports 
the rugged rubber armor that provides us-
ers with a firm grip in the worst of weather.

The Monarch ATB binocular is avail-
able in 8x42, 10x42 and 12x42 and sells for 
about $279.95 to $349.95.

Nikon provides every optic a hunter needs
Scopes, rangefinders, binocs 
building on high technology 

for Texas outdoorsmen 
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The Wildcat Creek Quail Hunting Resort 
in Detroit can provide bird hunters with 
more than 800 acres of some of the most 
beautiful land in Northeast Texas. 

With the season only a few weeks 
away (from Oct. 1 through March 31) the 
time is now to book an exciting hunt and 
make memories that will last a lifetime.

The lodge has more than 10,000 square 
feet of space, and it is nestled on the 
shore of the 16-acre Old Mitchell Lake. 
Some of the resort’s many amenities in-
clude a pro shop, pool table, card tables, 
satellite TV and high-speed internet.

Located two hours northeast of Dallas, 
the Wildcat Creek Resort can provide any 
hunter with a unique chance to harvest 
birds without having to travel far. 

Managed full-time by a staff of 11, all 
hunts are equipped with custom designed 
hunting buggies for comfort and enjoy-
ment. The buggies make getting in the 

field almost as much fun as the hunt it-
self.

The bird dogs live at the ranch and are 
trained by the resort’s house trainers. The 
dogs hunt year-round so they stay sharp.

Guides at the resort are highly skilled 
and will accommodate any needs in the 
field. They strive to ensure the utmost lev-
el of safety and fun during a hunt.

Other services include a lighted trap 
range for evening use. Other activities in-
clude fishing, sporting clays, archery and 
a shooting range (for sighting rifles). Safe-
ty instruction classes are also available 
and mandatory during the first visit to the 
resort.

Year-round services include off-season 
lodging for rehearsal dinners, weddings, 
receptions, cooperate meetings, retreats, 
family reunions and class reunions. Meet-
ing and party facilities with fully catered 
meals are also available.

Wildcat Creek Resort offers 
comfortable quail hunting

Lodge, amenities provide for 
fun and relaxing destination

Nikon Sport Optics
www.nikonhunting.com

(800) 645-6687

Wildcat Creek Resort
www.wcrquailhunting.com

(903) 674-2000

Quail hunting 
begins Oct. 1 at 

Wildcat Creek 
Quail Hunting 

Resort.

Nikon’s Monarch binoculars, Rifle 
Hunter rangefinders and SlugHunter 
scopes help hunters find their target.
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The Fusion 1600 ARC range-
finding binocular is perhaps one 
of Bushnell Outdoor Products’ 
more inspired designs: It is part 
rangefinder, part binocular and 
wholly ingenious.

What Bushnell has done is 
fuse its quality optics with the 
latest in laser range-finding 
technology into one easy-to-
carry instrument. By combining 
two very useful hunting tools, 
Bushnell has given outdoors-
men a cost-effective optics al-
ternative. 

The Fusion sells for just under 
$900, an affordable price point 
for this category of product.

So far, feedback has been fa-
vorable. Hunters who have pur-
chased the Fusion 1600 ARC 
range-finding binocular have 
mentioned its bright and clear 
optics, its affordable price, and 
have commented on the range-
finder’s numerous and very use-
ful features in their online re-
views.

That is because the Fusion 
sports all the features that cus-
tomers have come to expect 
from Bushnell, which prides it-
self on using only the highest 
quality materials and premium 
components in its products. 

The 10x42 binoculars’ BaK-
4 prisms with PC-3 phase cor-
rective coating offer superior 
resolution and clarity in differ-
ing light conditions. The op-
tics are coated with RainGuard 
HD, an exclusive, patented, wa-
ter-repellant coating on which 

condensation from rain, fog or 
snow forms in much smaller 
droplets that scatter less light, 
resulting in increased light 
transmission and a clearer im-
age. That means users can use 
this binocular even when look-
ing directly into the driving rain.

Designers have also included 
comfortable twist-up eyepieces, 
generous eye relief, a central fo-
cus knob plus such handy fea-
tures as a built-in battery indi-
cator.

And, while hunters no doubt 
will appreciate what a good bin-
ocular can do out in the field, it 
is the cleverly integrated range-
finder that will put visions of tro-
phy-sized deer in their heads — 
and big grins on their faces. 

At the push of a button, the 
Fusion will display the exact dis-
tance to the target — from 10 
to 1,600 yards. It features ARC 

(Angle Range Compensating) 
technology, which instantly ac-
counts for the angle when cal-
culating distance so that hunters 
know precisely where to shoot. 
In addition to calculating the an-
gle to the target, ARC also gives 
the “holdover” range for the rifle 
shooter and true horizontal dis-
tance for bow hunters. 

In bow mode, it provides line-
of-sight, angle and true horizon-
tal distance from 10-99 yards/
meters; 

In rifle mode, it provides line-
of-sight, angle and bullet drop/
holdover up to 199 inches.

Additionally, there is a brush 
mode for measuring distances 
in heavy cover and a bull’s-eye 
mode for ranging in open areas.

Another noteworthy fea-
ture is its Variable Sight-In Dis-
tance capability.  This will al-
low hunters to select between 

100-,150-, 200- or 300-yard 
sight-in distances in rifle mode 
to accommodate their shooting 
styles. 

Users also can choose be-
tween inches and MOA for hold-
over on longer shots. The range 
of angle measurement is -90 to 
+90 degrees.

The Fusion’s display em-
ploys state-of-the-art Vivid Dis-
play Technology for improved 
light transmission and resolu-
tion, high contrast and four ad-
justable intensity settings. That 
translates into easy-to-see dis-
tance readings even in low-light 
conditions.

All-in-all, it’s a great tool for 
the hunter.

Bushnell ‘fuses’ binocs, rangefinder
High-tech product works 

equally well for long 
shots, bowhunting

Bushnell
www.bushnell.com
(800) 423-3537

Sizing up deer at a 
distance becomes 

easier with Bushnell’s 
Fusion binoculars. 

The binocs are a 
combination — or fu-
sion — of binoculars 

and a rangefinder, 
helping hunters 

know what they’re up 
against.
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Carter’s Country
Spring

(281) 443-8393

West Houston
(713) 461-1844

Pasadena
(713) 475-2222

Southwest Freeway
(281) 879-1466

Alpine Shooting Range
Fort Worth

(817)  478-6613

Wulf Outdoor Sports
Center (936) 598-8310
Athens (903) 670-3222

Ray’s Hardware & Sporting Goods
Dallas

(214) 747-7916

McBride’s
Austin 

(512) 472-3532

SWFA.com
Red Oak

(972) 726-7348

Visit the Premier Texas Nikon Dealer Near You


